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Wearing of School Hats 
In accordance with our Sun Safety Policy, hats are to be worn when children are in the open, during 
certain lessons, during excursions and physical education activities. Your support is sought by 
providing your child with the correct school hat and ensuring that he/she brings it to school. 
 
Full school uniform is ONLY available at: 
 
Uniform Solutions 
Alfred Street 
Mackay. 
PH:  49 513 549 
 
Second Hand Uniforms:  Available School secondhand shop open Mondays 8.15am – 9.00am 
 
LOST PROPERTY 

A lost property box is located in the Undercover Area. Any item found, whose owner cannot be 
identified, will be placed in this box.  Parents and students are encouraged to check the contents of 
the box regularly. 

Parents are asked to ensure that all items of clothing and personal belongings are clearly labelled 
with the child’s name.   

At the end of each term, this area is cleared and items of clothing in good repair are donated to our 
school second-hand clothing shop. 

1:1 IPAD PROGRAM 

Students are living in a world where they have immediate access to information anytime, anywhere. 
The skills to discern appropriate use of this information is imperative. At St Francis Xavier Catholic 
Primary School, teachers implement a variety of resources to create rich and dynamic learning 
environments, which inspire innovative, creative and self-motivated learners. We value the 1:1 iPad 
program as a vehicle to support teaching and enhance learning by a new generation of learners who 
require connectedness, flexibility and portability.  

The 1:1 School-Owned-Parent-Leased Program is implemented in all classes from Year 4 – 6. 
Students in Years Prep to 3 also have access to iPads via class sets. IPads enable teachers to redefine 
the learning process. They open up new pathways for students, inviting a wider variety of learners, 
to access knowledge and skills in ways previously not possible. Promoting support as well as 
enrichment.  

EXCURSIONS and CAMPS 

At times during the year, tours of educational interest are organised by class teachers.  There will be 

times when parents may be asked to join us on excursions to ensure adequate safety and 

supervision.  We will supply a “Permission Form” for you to complete for each outing. 

Each year, students in Year 5, travel to Kinchant Dam in June to develop their leadership and 
teamwork skills. The Year 6 students travel to Seaforth Pines to participate in activities that 
complement curriculum expectations and further extend leadership qualities in the students.   

 

HOMEWORK POLICY 

PREAMBLE 
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The aim of this policy is to develop a framework that fosters routine study habits and practices. 

RATIONALE 

Homework is to be valued as a purposeful, positive experience that lays the foundation for self-

directed learning.  

VALUES 

The values inherent in our School Vision and Mission Statements form the basis of this policy, in 

particular, the values of learning excellence and school community. 

POLICY 

Homework is an integral part of learning.  Its success requires a partnership between students, 

teachers and parents. 

CONSEQUENCES 

Students will be expected to complete formal homework within the set period.  

Teachers will set homework that is relevant, promotes fluency in the fundamentals, supports 

classroom learning and respects family life and circumstances. Teachers will assess homework and 

provide feedback to students. 

Parents will provide the support and opportunity for homework to be completed and consult with 

teachers should the need arise. 

IPads are only to be used for specific research tasks as well as communication with teachers.  IPads 

are not to be used for the fundamentals e.g. spelling and maths mental practice. 

PROCEDURE 

 Homework expectations will be clearly articulated at the beginning of the year.    

 Tasks and time frames are consistent across the year level. 

 If the recommended time frame is significantly exceeded parents are advised to contact the 

classroom teacher.   

 Homework may be handed out in a weekly block, this allows for homework to be completed 

over the weekend if it suits family life.  

 Failure to complete homework on a regular basis will be followed up with parents via the 

diaries / emails. 

 Homework will support the learning program at school, and will contain work familiar to the 

students.  

 Teachers will mark and sign homework. 

 Homework will not contain assessment tasks but can include collecting resources for 

assessment to be completed in class.  

 School work will not be provided for students on extended leave / holidays during term 

time.  Suggested practice is that they read, keep a diary and learn about their holiday 

environment.  
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Daily Time Allocations 

Prep 10 min (including 5 min reading) 

Year 1 15 min (5 min reading, 5 min maths & 5 min spelling) 

Year 2 20 min (10 min reading, 5 min English act, 5 min math 

activity) 

Year 3 30 min (including 10 min of reading, 10 min of Maths 

mentals) 

Year 4 30 min (10 min reading, 10 min maths, 10 min spelling) 

Year 5 30 – 40 (including 15 min reading) 

Year 6 30 – 40 (including 15 min reading) 

Revised 16th November 2017 

LIBRARY 

St Francis Xavier School Library has a wide range of junior fiction, fiction and non-fiction books which 
will be available for your child to borrow on a weekly basis.  Reference books are also available for 
use at school. 

Children are required to have a waterproof library bag/satchel, which has a drawstring or zip 
fastener.  Waterproof satchels are available from the school.   

Children who do not have a library bag will not be permitted to borrow. 

Scholastic Bookclub is also available for students to purchase books to grow their own library at 
home. Bookclub catalogues are handed out to students 6 times a year. Parents have the option to 
pay cash through the library or order through the loop prior to the closing date (this is usually about 
a week after catalogues have been distributed to students).  All books ordered will be delivered to 
the school and distributed to the students. Please note, purchases can be made after the closing 
date. However, these orders will need to be made on-line and will incur a postage fee, as the goods 
will be delivered to your allocated address.  

SPECIALIST LESSONS 

Specialist teachers provide opportunities for students to develop targeted skills and knowledge in 
the areas of Physical Education, Drama, and Music, though authentic learning experiences. This also 
allows classroom teachers non-contact time to plan and prepare lessons for the students.  

SPORT 

There are many opportunities for students at St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary school to engage in 

sport. Each week a specialist teacher will deliver a 45 min lesson to work on developing specific skills 

and knowledge of fundamental movement and participation in team sport.  

Year 4-6 students also have opportunities to try-out for our school netball and football teams in 

various local and catholic School competitions. Gala days are held throughout the year to provide all 

students within the appropriate age levels to come and have a go at the sports on offer.  

Students who are exceptional athletes in their field of sport also are provided opportunities to trial 

for the Southern suburbs Representative Team. This team then goes on to trial for the Mackay and 

District Team. If students are chosen they then  


