
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM FOUR 
 

Week 7 

Wed 18 Nov 

Prep  Transition Day 

Fri 20 Nov 

NO TUCKSHOP 

Upper Naidoc Activities 

Prep Swimming Lessons 

Week 8 

Mon 23 Nov 

School Captain Speeches 

Tues 24 Nov 

SFX Awards Ceremony 

Wed 25 Nov 

Prep Information Evening 

Yr 6 World Day 

Thurs 26 Nov 

Prep Orientation Day 

Mercy Orientation Day 

Yr 6 Ten Pin Bowling  

Evening 

Fri 27 Nov 

Yr 6 Day at the Beach 

Prep Swimming Lesson 

SFX SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2020 

Mercy Charism, Writing, Problem Solving, Wellbeing and Partnerships 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY  
  At 11:00 am on 11 November 1918 the guns of the 

Western Front fell silent after more than four years 
of continuous warfare. The allied armies had driven 
the German invaders back, having inflicted heavy 
defeats upon them over the preceding four months. 
In November the Germans called for an armistice 
(suspension of fighting) in order to secure a peace 
settlement. They accepted allied terms that 
amounted to unconditional surrender. 

 
The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month attained a special significance in 
the post-war years. The moment when hostilities ceased on the Western Front     
became universally associated with the remembrance of those who had died in the 
war. This first modern world conflict had brought about the mobilisation of over 70 
million people and left between 9 and 13 million dead, perhaps as many as one-third 
of them with no known grave. The allied nations chose this day and time for the 
commemoration of their war dead. (source - www.awm.gov.au) 
 
In 2020, 11 November marked the 102nd anniversary of the Armistice which ended 
the First World War (1914–18). Each year on this day Australians observe one 
minute’s silence at 11:00am, in memory of those who died or suffered in all wars 
and armed conflicts. We are forever grateful for the sacrifice made by these soldiers 
so many years ago which has allowed us to live in peaceful times. 

 
NAIDOC WEEK 
NAIDOC Week celebrations are usually held across   Australia 
each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. This year, due to 
COVID-19, it was rescheduled to be celebrated between 8 to 
15 November 2020. 
NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities, but by Australians from all walks of life. 
The week is a great opportunity to participate in a range of   

activities and to support your local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. 
 
This year’s NAIDOC Week theme is Always Was Always Will Be which recognises 
that First Nations people have occupied and cared for this continent for over 65,000 
years and are spiritually and culturally connected to this country.  Our school       
celebrates NAIDOC week this year with activities for Prep to Year 3 (these were 
held on Friday 6

th
) and Years 4 – 6 will have their activities on Friday,                   

20
th
  November. 

FRIDAY 13  NOVEMBER 2020 

WEEK 6 

BLESSING 
May the Ancient Dreaming, inform and inspire us. 

May the resilience and generosity of the First Peoples   encourage us. 
May the clarity and respect of the Prophets motivate us. 

May the endurance and colour of the land sustain us. 
May the yearning of all peoples for unity reconcile us. 

 

Olivia Rostirolla 

http://www.awm.gov.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/nwWICQnM5pIB5KlAtPZkDC?domain=naidoc.org.au/


STRATEGIC PRIORITIES AND GOALS 2020/2022 

1. Catholic Identity and Ethos          
2. Effective Teaching and Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 

 

1.1 To embed and align Catholic Social  

Teaching and the Mercy charism throughout 

the Curriculum and the Teaching and Learning 

Framework. 

 

Goal: To educate our school community on who the founders of 

our school are and what values they have imparted. 

 

2.1  That our school has a culture of data  

informed practice where every student is  

engaged and learning successfully in their own 

ways. 

Goal: To embed 6 + 1 Writing Traits to improve  

student writing. To plan and deliver deep learning  

opportunities in Mathematics enabling students to  

become proficient in problem solving strategies and terminology. 

3. Pastoral Support and Wellbeing    

(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and  

Resourcing      

(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

 

3.1 Based on the Diocesan Wellbeing  

Framework implement a student wellbeing 

program that focuses on each child being 

the best version of themselves. 

Goal: To identify and enhance the well-being of students through 

the introduction of the BE YOU program (which is under the  

umbrella of the Diocesan Wellbeing Framework) to the school 

community. 

 

4.1 To enhance and develop parent and  

community partnerships to improve student 

learning. 

  

Goal: To educate parents, teachers and students on our school 

priorities and annual goals. 

 



REMEMBERANCE DAY 

Assistant Principal Religion Education 

Amanda Griffin  

 

At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns on the Western Front fell 
silent after more than four years of continuous warfare. In           
November the Germans called for an armistice (suspension of 
fighting) in order to secure a peace settlement. They accepted    
allied terms that amounted to unconditional surrender. 

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month attained a special 
significance in the post-war years 

On the first anniversary of the armistice in 1919 two minutes' silence was instituted as part of the 
main commemorative ceremony at the new Cenotaph in London. The silence was proposed by 
Australian journalist Edward Honey, a Melbourne journalist and First World War veteran who 
was living in London in 1919.  

Silence for one or two minutes is included in the Anzac Day and Remembrance Day ceremony 
as a sign of respect and a time for reflection. 

Two minutes' silence was first observed in Australia on the first anniversary of the Armistice and 
continues to be observed on Remembrance Day, 11 November. Over the years, the one or    
two-minutes silence has also been incorporated into Anzac Day and other commemorative     
ceremonies. 

PARISH MASS  - BOOKING INFORMATION 
 

Link for weekend Mass bookings;  https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF 

 

Booking availability commence 9am on the Monday previous.  If you are unable to book on line please 
phone your respective Parish on the phone numbers listed below.  
 
For St Patrick’s, St Francis Xavier, St Mary’s and St Michael’s 0460 423 603 or 4957 4807 from 9am to 
3pm Monday to Friday.  
 

MASS TIMES 

Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton website http://rok.catholic.net.au/ 

Includes updates from Bishop Michael; the diocesan response to COVID 19; prayers and faith  resources; 

useful links and lots of other information regarding our diocese.  Join Bishop Michael for daily mass via 

the link above.   
 
 
 
Pentecost Pilgrimage  www.pentecostpilgrimage.com  

It is a series of talks, prayers and opportunities to chat with speakers from all around the world engaged 

and sharing in the journey to Pentecost - a time when the disciples were unsure and fearful of what was 

happening and looked to the Risen  Jesus in hope.  Check out the  website.  You can register at any 

time.   

https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF
http://rok.catholic.net.au/
http://www.pentecostpilgrimage.com


Assistant Principal Curriculum 

Jodie Benfer 

BOOKLISTS - 2021   

Money orders to the school for booklists has now closed. If you choose to still make an online order 
that is fine; however you will need to collect your book pack from Mackay School Supplies as the school 
order/delivery date has now passed. 
  
2021 Prep book packs will be available on Prep Orientation Info Night, Wednesday 25th November. 

All left over packs will be given out the following day. 
 

2021 Years 1-6 book packs will be available for collection from the School Library on: 
Tuesday 1st December, 8am – 8.45am & 2.30pm – 3.10pm 

Wednesday 2nd December, 8am – 8.45am 
 

Please choose one of these timeslots to collect your child/ren’s book packs as they are often 
quite heavy. 

 

 

 REPORT CARDS  

Report cards will be available via Parent lounge from 4pm on Wednesday the 2nd December.  

To access Parent Lounge, start your internet browser and type in the URL for St Francis Xavier School 
website: www.sfxmrok.catholic.edu.au 

1.  Click on Parent Lounge using the Quick Links halfway down the page 

2.  Login with your username (6 digit ID code) and the password remains the same as previously 
 used. 

3.  If you have forgotten or misplaced your password, click ‘Forgot Password?’ 

4.  Type in your username (6 digit ID code, which can be found on your school fee account) and you 
 will be emailed a link to reset your password. 

If you have any issues accessing your Parent Lounge account please contact Heather Hicks in the office. 

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s report card, please contact your classroom teacher to 
arrange an appointment.  

PREP PARENT EVENING 

WEDNESDAY 25th NOVEMBER at 6.00PM – SCHOOL HALL 
There will be a brief introduction to our school and then our teachers will talk to parents about the transition 
to Prep for 2021. Book Packs will be available for pick-up on that day. 

PREP ORIENTATION MORNING 

THURSDAY 26th NOVEMBER - 9.00AM—10.30AM 

On this day, please bring your child to the Prep classrooms at 9.00am 

Teachers will help parents settle the children into their prep classrooms and will have activities arranged 
for them to enjoy. 

On the morning, Olivia Rostirolla (Principal) will present a short talk about the school and we will have a 
representative from Uniform Solutions present so that you can size, order and view uniforms if you 
wish.  School hats are available only from Uniform Solutions.  Sports house polo shirts are also available 
from Uniform Solutions. Outside School Hours Care will also be there to chat as well. 

http://www.sfxmrok.catholic.edu.au


PREVIOUS YEAR BOOKLIST ITEMS 

All items such as dictionaries, calculators, headphones and MJR texts (specific year 
levels need the same book for the following year), will be sent up in boxes to the 
next year level.  

If any items need to be replaced the classroom teacher will send these home 
at the end of this year. Art shirts will be sent home at the end of the year as 
these items usually need to be washed or the children grow out of them. 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION 

MARY OXENHAM 

Dear Parents, 

You may have seen on our Facebook page that we are going to bury another SFX Time Capsule to be 

opened on the 100th Anniversary of our school in 2035. We would like to offer you the opportunity to 

write a letter to your children to be included. What do you have to do to include your  letter? 

• Place the letter in an envelope and clearly PRINT the 

name of your child/ren, both first and last names 

• Write your current address on the envelope to ensure 

the letter is opened by YOUR child/ren 

• Ensure the letter is securely sealed 

• You may wish to include a photo or two 

• As we have over 560 students, we will only be able to include letters, there will not be 

enough room for parcels.  

• All envelopes must be placed in the box provided, in our front office by 9am on Friday 

27 November. Once the capsule is sealed, we will not be able to open it until 2035, so 

please make sure your envelope is in on time.  

House Cup Winners Through the Years 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletic Carnival War Cry Trophy 

 

1999 Dingoes 

2000 Taipans 

2001 Stingers 

2002 Stingers 

2003 Eagles 

2009 Eagles 

2010 Stingers 

2011 Dingoes 

2012 Taipans 

2013 Taipans 

2004 Eagles 

2005 Eagles 

2006 Eagles 

2007 Eagles 

2008 Eagles 

2014 Dingoes 

2015 Stingers 

2016 Eagles 

2017 Stingers  

2018 Dingoes 

2019 Stingers 

1996 Blue 

1997 Blue 

1998 Green 

1999 Stingers 

2000 Dingoes 

2001 Taipans 

2003 Eagles 

2004 Dingoes 

2005 Eagles 

2006 Taipans 

2007 Dingoes 

2008 Stingers 

2010 Taipans 

2011 Taipans 

2012 Dingoes 

2013 Taipans 

2014 Stingers 

2015 Eagles 

2017 Stingers 

2018 Eagles 

2019 No Carnival 

 due to  

 weather 



SFX Athletics Carnival Winning Houses 

 

  

Cam will be away on Monday 16
 
 and       

Tuesday 17 November and Maria will be     

attending to your Tuckshop needs.  She is 

happy to help you with any of your Tuckshop 

enquires on these two days.  

 

As per our last couple of newsletters, the  mis-shapen iceblocks are still on sale for 50c and 20c 
should anyone want any.  

 

The Tuckshop will be closed on 20 November, as previously advised, as well as the last Friday 
of Term 4,  Friday December 4, which means no online orders or over the counter    orders will 
be taken.  Please make alternative arrangements for your children’s lunches on these days.  

 

As the year winds down we would also like to remind all school families who have gluten free 
products in our freezers, that they can collect their remaining food items from the tuckshop, as 
soon as possible.    

 

 

Many thanks, 

Cam and Maria 

1996 Red 

1997 Red 

1998 Red 

1999 Eagles 

2000 Dingoes 

2001 Eagles 

2002 Taipans 

2003 Eagles 

2004 Eagles 

2005 Eagles 

2006 Eagles 

2007 Eagles 

2008 Eagles 

2009 Eagles 

2010 Eagles 

2011 Dingoes 

2012 Eagles 

2013 Taipans 

2014 Taipans 

2015 Stingers 

2016 Stingers 

2017 Stingers 

2018 Stingers 

2019 No carnival due 

to weather 

2020 STINGERS 

SFX Athletics Carnival March Past Winners 

2003 Taipans 

2004 Taipans 

2005 Stingers 

2006 Stingers 

2007 Eagles 

2008 Dingoes 

2009 Taipans 

2010 Stingers 

2011 Eagles 

2012 Taipans 

2013 Eagles 

2014 Taipans 

2015 Dingoes 

2016 Taipans 

2017 Taipans 

2018 Eagles 

2019 No Carnival 

due to  

 weather 

Congratulations STINGERS  

for winning the Athletics Carnival this week! 



REEF GUARDIAN NEWS 

 

Last Friday 6
th
 November, Year 1, 2 and 3 students celebrated NAIDOC week by participating in 

rotation activities such as face and body painting, flag craft and rock painting. This celebration 
allowed us to reflect on the strong connection to country that Aboriginal and Torres Strait        
Islander peoples maintain through their relationships with land, water, animals, and nature. The 
First Peoples of Australia have observed and adapted to the changing of seasons and climate to 
develop their knowledge of the environment and It is important for us all to learn from their 
knowledge and experiences in order to improve and manage our future. The Reef Guardian club 
also sat down to discuss and reflect on the connection between the management of our Reef 
and our Indigenous communities.  

 

On Friday 20
th
 November we look forward to the Year 4, 5, and 6 classes participating in        

rotation activities in celebrations of NAIDOC week.  

ST FRANCIS XAVIER MAJELLAN CRAFT GROUP 

 
As the organisers of St Francis Xavier Majellan Craft Group, we wish to advise that, after 28 
years of providing a wonderful, caring and fun space for parishioners and other like-minded   
people to meet and enjoy the company and friendship of others, our Tuesday Craft Group will 
no longer be continuing.  Several factors, not least of which being Covid19, have brought us to 
this decision and we wish to thank our amazing volunteer tutors who tirelessly and selflessly 
shared their skills and Tuesday mornings with the members of the Group.  Without them there 
would have been no Tuesday Craft. Thank you also to all the members over the years who have 
enjoyed their Tuesdays at St Francis Xavier School Hall with us. 

 

Our sincere thanks goes to St Francis Xavier Parish, Catholic Primary School and Outside of 
School Hours Care for the assistance and patience shown to us over many years.   

Reef Guardian Committee 



STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

SCHOOL CAPTAIN NOMINATIONS 2021 

Congratulations to the following students for being nominated for School Captains in 

2021. 

Chase Grogan  Sonny Doring  Sara Zaja    Abbey Avenell 

Kade Coburn  Zane Saye  Ruby Gallety – Hope  Ella Portelli 

  

School Captain speeches will be held on Monday 23 November.  Good Luck! 



 

School fees for Term 4 2020 have been sent out to families.   

If you did not receive your account, please contact Pauline in the office. 

Payments can be made in Cash, EFTPOS, Cheque, Credit Card, Direct Debit, BPay or  

Internet Banking 

INTERNET BANKING DETAILS 

   A/C:   St Francis Xavier School 

   BSB:   034-210 

   ACCOUNT:  811093 

   REFERENCE: Account code at top right hand corner of invoice. 

 
Could all accounts please be finalised by Friday 20 November, 

or kindly contact the finance department  

Pauline Hyde—Finance Secretary 
















