
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents & Care Givers, 
 

FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

As we continue our journey through Lent, our students are now looking at Thu’s story from 

Vietnam.  The project compassion program allows our students to see what our fundraising money 

is used for and how our small sacrifices are making a big difference in the lives of others.  

 

Michale McGirr has written this week’s reflection.  To read the complete reflection click on this 

link https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/teacher/ 

There are many occasions when we ask the question why, and can’t find the answer for which we 

are looking. Why did we miss out on a job? Why did someone we love get cancer? Why can’t we 

find a place to live that we can afford? Why do some days seem so difficult? It is good to sit 

with our confusion and even grief. It is good to share it with the Lord who loves us so tenderly. 

But sometimes we have to step aside from the question why did this happen? It may be better to 

start with, where can I go from here? What small steps will enable me to face the future in a 

positive spirit?  

This week Project Compassion shares with us the story of Thu, who lives in Vietnam. At the age 

of 12, Thu’s life was thrown into chaos when he trod on a land mine from the Vietnam War. Surely, 

he must have asked why he was among the unlucky ones. He might have asked the same thing again 

when his wife suffered a stroke. But Thu joined the Empowerment of People with Disabilities 

program, supported by Caritas Australia through our local partners, the Centre for Sustainable 

Rural Development. As with so many others, your generosity enabled Thu and his family to build a 

brighter future. Thank you for helping in this wonderful work of transformation.  

 
Have a lovely weekend,  
 

Amanda Griffin ~ APRE 
 
 

March 24, 2023 
Week 9 

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2023 

Catholic Social Teaching, Writing, Mathematics, Wellbeing and Regulating 

Emotions 

 

https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/teacher/


 

 

Monday 27 March:  SFX Choir – Mackay Choral Festival 

    Cross Country Trials for Boys & Girls 10 years 

Tuesday 28 March:  Cross Country Trials for Boys & Girls 11 years 

Wednesday 29 March: Cross Country Trials for Boys & Girls 12 years 

Thursday 30 March:  Easter Story – 9.15am (in the hall) families invited to attend. 

Friday 31 March:  Visit from the You Know Who!!! 

    Last day of Term One 

 

 

 

School Improvement Plan 
School Priorities and Goals 2023 

 
 

1. Catholic Identity and Ethos          
• Effective Teaching and Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 
1.1 To embed and align Catholic Social Teaching 

and the Mercy charism throughout the 
Curriculum and the Teaching and Learning 

Framework. 
Goal: To continue developing student awareness of 
Catholic Social Teachings and how they relate them 

to the opportunities provided by the school. 

2.1 That our school has a culture of data informed practice 
where every student is engaged and learning successfully 

in their own ways. 
Goal: To improve student learning outcomes in writing. 

 
Goal: To strengthen student learning outcomes in 

Mathematics. 

3. Pastoral Support and Wellbeing    
(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and 

Resourcing      
(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

3.1 Based on the Diocesan Wellbeing Framework 
implement a student wellbeing program that 

focuses on each child being the best version of 
themselves. 

Goal: To strengthen student ability to regulate 
their emotions. 

 

4.1 To enhance and develop parent and community 
partnerships to improve student learning. 

 
Goal: To engage parents in the ability to understand and 

apply strategies to regulate their children’s emotions.  

 
 

 



 
 

SORA – ONLINE READING APP THAT CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S READING AT HOME 
  
Sora is a new reading and listening app from OverDrive. With Sora, 
students and staff can access a large collection of eBooks and 
audiobooks for independent, self-directed, or teacher-
assigned reading. The Sora app is already loaded on to Years 4-6 
student iPads; however, if you have a device at home you are 

welcome to download the app to promote and enhance reading and family story time 
at home.  
  
ALL ABOUT THE APP: 
Borrow eBooks and audiobooks from your school's library with Sora. Setup is simple - 
just find your school and sign in. Then download or stream your assignments and favourite books to your device. 
  

Sora includes: 
• A ground-breaking built-in eBook reader 
• A beautiful audiobook player 
• Easy access to assigned titles 
• A running tally of time spent reading and numbers of books read 

  

With Sora you can: 
• Borrow a book and start reading with a single tap 
• Create and export notes and highlights 
• Define words - and review a list of all the words that you've looked up 
• Earn achievements for reading, and for completing certain tasks in Sora 
• Enjoy reading eBooks and audiobooks! 

  
INSTRUCTIONS FOR ACCESSING SORA: 
The steps below will assist you in accessing the online reading platform: 
1. Once you have downloaded the app from the iTunes App Store you need to find your school. 
2. Click on the green ‘Find my school’ button 
3. Then go to the bottom of the screen and click ‘my school isn’t listed.’ 
4. You will be prompted to type your school in this section. You do not 
search St Francis Xavier – you will be required to search ‘ACEN Member 
Collection.’ 
5. The app will then prompt you to sign in. Click the drop-down menu and 
select ‘ACEN Member Collection.’ 
6. Click on the green button. 
7. A prompt will come up asking you to cancel or continue. Please select 
continue. 
8. The app will then ask you to sign in through the CEO system.  
 
Years 3-6 you can use your log in details which either glued in their student diary or on the outside of their 
iPads. 
  
Prep – Year 2 students - please see the classroom teacher for details. 



  
If you have any further issues or need instructions on how to use the app, please watch the following 
YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iyk3Sn_z70&t=10s&ab_channel=JeanetteDavies 
or contact the school and ask to speak to either Helen Ellis or Stacey McSherry.  
 

NAPLAN 2023 
NAPLAN is over for another year. The Year 3 and Year 5 children handled themselves 

extremely well when taking on NAPLAN Online this year. I was very impressed with their 

positive attitudes on arrival to school each day. The excitement for the NAPLAN treats each 

morning was lovely to see. Thank you to all the Year 3 and 5 parents for sending your 

children to school with a good mindset to take on the last 4 days. Results will be sent out 

to the schools later this year. If your child missed any NAPLAN tests they have either been caught up during the 

week or will complete them prior to Monday. 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2024 
Do you have a prep student beginning in 2024? 

Thank you to those families who have already submitted their enrolment application online.  We encourage 
both existing and new families who have a child starting prep next year to lodge their enrolment application as 
soon as possible.  Applications are to be made via our online enrolment for available from our website 
www.sfxm@rok.catholic.edu.au  

Please contact the school office for further information or any assistance required. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iyk3Sn_z70&t=10s&ab_channel=JeanetteDavies
http://www.sfxm@rok.catholic.edu.au


 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Week 9 Awardees 

 
 
 

 

 

               CHRISM MASS  
 
Bishop Michael has extended an invitation for all to join in the celebration of the 
Chrism Mass, being held at 10:00am on Thursday, 30 March at St Joseph’s 
Cathedral. This is a marvellous opportunity for the Diocese to gather with our 
clergy as they conclude their time of pre-Easter gathering. At the Mass, the oils 

of Catechumens and of the sick will be blessed, and the chrism consecrated, to be used in 
Sacraments across all our communities for the next year. For those unable to attend in person 
you can watch the Mass live, or later, via the St Joseph’s Cathedral YouTube channel - 
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJosephsCathRton.  
This is an important celebration for our Diocese and as we lead into Holy Week. 

 



 



 

CONGRATULATIONS….. 

….to the following students who have been selected to represent their sport in the Mackay & 

District School Sports trials ~ 2023.  All the best, Nash & Oliver! 

Nash Rovelli   6L:  NRL 10/12 years Rugby League ~ Rockhampton 

Oliver Hamilton 6C:    U12 Mackay and District Touch Football ~ Rockhampton 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Spirit College Mackay 
SAVE THE DATE!  We look forward to 
welcoming you to our Year 7 in 2024 
Information Evening on Thursday 27 April!  
Join us for family fun activities and a 
sausage sizzle as you explore the College. 
Enrol Now!  
https://www.hsc.qld.edu/enrolments/  
 

https://www.hsc.qld.edu/enrolments/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


