
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parents & Care Givers, 
 

EXTRA, EXTRA, read all about it - Jesus is Risen! 
 
And there is reason to shout it-even today!! 
 
You may remember using a similarly structured chant at your athletics carnival back in your school days. It is based on the 
method adopted by street newspaper sellers from many years ago. They would stand on the street corner, with their bag 
full of newspapers and waving one madly in the air, shouting the recent headlines in the hope people would purchase a 
newspaper. Today, we can access the news 24/7 on our devices. 
 
We know Jesus is risen, and so, it may not be headline news. This was an historical event which happened over 2000 years 
ago. BUT, the message from the Resurrection of Jesus is still loud and clear some 2000 years later. It is up to us, in the 
here and now, to live out the Spirit of Jesus by our deeds and by our words. It’s about Making Jesus Real to others. That’s 
our task, if we so desire to make the world a more loving and compassionate place. 
 
The history lesson has been taught but the message lives on. 
 
That is why we say Jesus is risen. (This is not a grammatical error.) Using the word ‘is’ brings this wonderful news, and the 
Spirit of Jesus, into the present, the HERE and NOW. And “Yes,” there is good reason to continue to shout it - ESPECIALLY 
today! 

Lest We Forget 
Every April 25, Australia and New Zealand come together to commemorate Anzac Day and pay respects to members of 
their joint armed forces. 
Anzac Day is one of the most revered national holidays to fall on the Australian and New Zealand calendars, with dawn 
services and marches held across both countries. 
Anzac Day marks the first major military battle fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during World War I. 
On April 25, 1915, the Anzacs — the joint Australian and New Zealand Army Corps — landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula, 
in what was then-known as Turkey (the country is now, officially, known as Türkiye). 
They were part of an allied mission to capture Constantinople, now Istanbul, the capital of one of Germany's major allies, 
the Ottoman Empire. 
What was expected to be a quick military campaign turned into a long battle with a heavy loss of life. 
The Anzacs were met with strong resistance from the Ottoman Turks, which dragged out their campaign for eight months. 
There were mass casualties and great hardships on both sides. 
While the campaign culminated in defeat for the Anzacs, their bravery during this battle left a powerful legacy that 
continues to be commemorated. 
 
At St Francis Xavier, we commemorate these brave men and women and all those who continue to protect our country 
and fight for peace by celebrating a special liturgy on Monday and then proudly marching on Tuesday.  Please join us if 
you are able. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
God Bless, 
Olivia 

Friday 21 April, 2023 
Week 1 

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2023 

Catholic Social Teaching, Writing, Mathematics, Wellbeing and Regulating 

Emotions 

 



Monday 24 April:  ANZAC DAY Prayer Celebration ~ 10.00am 
    Prep Aboriginal Cultural Session 
Tuesday 25 April:  ANZAC DAY MARCH ~ Public Holiday 
Wednesday 26 April: School Futsal Competition 
Thursday 27 April:  School Futsal Competition 
Friday 28 April:  HOUSE DAY 
    Assembly ~ 8.30am – (Class Captains announced) 
 
Monday 29 May:  National Reconciliation Week (Free Dress Day) 
 

We celebrated Easter Sunday in the holidays.  It is the celebration of 
Christ's resurrection from the dead and marks the end of Holy Week, the 
end of Lent.  It is also the beginning of the Easter season of the liturgical 
year.  The Easter season lasts for seven weeks, ending with Pentecost.  
As Easter represents the fulfilment of God's promises to humankind, it is 
the most important holiday on the Christian calendar.White is the colour 
of the Easter season, it is a symbol of purity and used to indicate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

As we all know, our school is a busy one, like most schools. We have 74 school staff 

members, 10 OHSC educators and 4  cleaners who need to park their cars to attend their 

work at our school. They arrive and leave at different times, due to their individual work 

schedules. Most of our staff park on the road sides and across the road from the school to 

allow car spaces for parents with young children to park on the school side of the road. In 

total, we have approximately 88 staff members needing to park their cars each day. 

Our staff car park holds only 28 cars, two of these parks are for the exclusive use of 

disabled people and are in use every day.  

We ask that parents do not use the staff carpark. This year, we have had a number of situations where 

parents have used the staff carpark and so we have made the card below, which staff will place on the dashboard 

of their cars. The owners of any cars without this card will be asked to remove their car from the staff carpark 

immediately. We thank you for helping us with this matter.  



School Improvement Plan 
School Priorities and Goals 2023 

 
 

1. Catholic Identity and Ethos          
• Effective Teaching and Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 
1.1 To embed and align Catholic Social Teaching 

and the Mercy charism throughout the 
Curriculum and the Teaching and Learning 

Framework. 
Goal: To continue developing student awareness of 
Catholic Social Teachings and how they relate them 

to the opportunities provided by the school. 

2.1 That our school has a culture of data informed practice 
where every student is engaged and learning successfully 

in their own ways. 
Goal: To improve student learning outcomes in writing. 

 
Goal: To strengthen student learning outcomes in 

Mathematics. 

3. Pastoral Support and Wellbeing    
(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and 

Resourcing      
(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

3.1 Based on the Diocesan Wellbeing Framework 
implement a student wellbeing program that 

focuses on each child being the best version of 
themselves. 

Goal: To strengthen student ability to regulate 
their emotions. 

 

4.1 To enhance and develop parent and community 
partnerships to improve student learning. 

 
Goal: To engage parents in the ability to understand and 

apply strategies to regulate their children’s emotions.  

 
We would like to say a big thank you to our wonderful P&F for allowing us to purchase decodable readers and 
home readers for our Prep – Year 2 students. We appreciate your support in purchasing these items to assist 
our little ones with their reading skills. We have many books to catalogue, tape and contact. Mrs McSherry will 
be looking for parent helpers to contact the books at some stage as well. If you are available to help, please let 
Mrs McSherry (Librarian) know.  
 

 

 

 



 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge is a way to encourage students to develop a love of reading for life. Through 

the challenge, students are given an opportunity to develop their appreciation of the English language and are 

encouraged to explore and enjoy a wide range of literary texts. Students who complete the challenge have their 

efforts recognised through a Certificate of Achievement.  

The reading period for Prep to Year 6 students started on Monday, 8th May 2023 and we will conclude 

the challenge on Friday, 25th August 2023. This will allow enough time for children to read their books, forms 

to be returned to classrooms and the entering of reading data to take place. For a student to successfully 

complete the Premier’s Reading Challenge they must read or experience the number of books indicated in the 

table below. Experiencing a book can include classroom or at home activities such as shared reading, listening 

and reading along with a book, or being read to.  

The requirement for Year 5 through to Year 6 students to read 15 books rather than 20 books acknowledges 

that older students are likely to select longer, more complex books that may take them longer to read.  

Students are encouraged to select a range of fiction and non-fiction books suited to their reading ability. While 

there is no compulsory reading list for the challenge, booklists are available on the Premier’s Reading Challenge 

website to help students, teachers, parents and guardians select appropriate reading material.  

 
 
 

 
 

Reading forms and information will be sent out next week. It would be 

lovely to see the whole school participating in the challenge to enjoy 

reading as well as improve reading skills. 

 

 

 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK
 
On Monday 29 May we will hold our National Reconciliation Prayer Acknowledgement in the school hall at 9am, 
everyone is welcome to attend.  Students can come in full school uniform but in a different shirt to begin 
Reconciliation Week – it could be a “Be Kind” shirt, a brightly coloured shirt or an indigenous shirt.  Please do 
not buy anything new for this day! Even a house shirt is suitable for the day. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Amount of books 
per year level  

Prep to Year 2 - Read 
or experience 20 
books.  

Years 3 and 4 - 20 
books  

Years 5 and 6 - 15 
books  

    



 
Our next House Spirit Day will be held on Friday 28 April.  All students are invited to wear their House coloured 
polo shirts if they have them and wear their school hats displaying their House.  Students who do not have a 
House polo may wear their sports uniform.  House polos are available from Uniform Solutions. 

 

Who has been practicing the chicken dance?? 
In school this week, the students learnt about Priscilla’s story 
(Zimbabwe), it shares how poultry farming helps Priscilla have food 
and income during drought. Priscilla sells the eggs to pay for her 
grandchildren’s school fees and books. $10 can buy a chicken for a 
family to rear in Zimbabwe.  
Year 2 have hatched a plan to raise more chickens for people in 
need, nicknaming it Caritas Chicken Champs. Collect your small 
change and start getting your chickens in a row, to bring to school. 
Every Friday at assembly, we will be collecting the coins. Each time 
a chicken is purchased, we will put one up on your class tally board.  
Who will be the Caritas Chicken Champs?  
The winning class will get to name the SFX chickens and choose 
one staff member to do the chicken dance at parade. Winning class 
will be announced at assembly Week 5. 
 
 

 

Term 2 Week 1 Awardees



CONGRATULATIONS… 
 
…to Miss Angela Mackenzie – our wonderful OSHC co-ordinator.  Angela has 
recently celebrated 20 years as an OSHC Educator and we are very grateful to 
her for her ongoing commitment to ensuring the children have the very best 
care in our before and after school programs.  If you haven’t already, I’m sure 
Angela would appreciate your recognition of her achievement as well – 
particularly from the children! 
 
 

And to… 

 

 

…Darcey Bradford who has been selected to take part 

in the Mackay & District School Hockey trials in Rockhampton.   

 

 

 

 

 
GEORGIA MOOHIN FOR YOUNG MAYOR MACKAY! 

 
Georgia is one of our past students – Year 6, 2022, now attending Catherine 
McAuley College.  Her younger brother, Pearce, is in Year 4C.  Georgia is hoping 
to become one of our Young Mayors for 2023.  She can only achieve this if you vote 
for her.  Please help this lovely, young lady achieve her goal.  Voting venues, dates 
and times are provided.  Good luck Georgia. 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
PREP ENROLMENTS 2024 
Do you have a prep student beginning in 2024? 

Thank you to those families who have already submitted their enrolment application online.  We encourage 
both existing and new families who have a child starting prep next year to lodge their enrolment application as 
soon as possible.  Applications are to be made via our online enrolment for available from our website 
www.sfxm@rok.catholic.edu.au   Please contact the school office for further information or any assistance 
required. 

PREP INTERVIEWS WILL TAKE PLACE BEGINNING TERM 3 

 
Keep an eye out for when booking interview times open. 

 

http://www.sfxm@rok.catholic.edu.au


Help our school earn sports equipment by collecting bread bags 

When you have finished with a loaf of bread of any brand:  

1. Shake it out free from crumbs. 
2. Fold it neatly. 
 
3. Place all your folded bags inside 
one bag (it will hold about 12 folded 
bags).   
 
4. When your bag is full send it to 
school and place it in the large cardboard 
box in the office.  
 
5. Save your pile of bread tags 
(plastic or cardboard) and deliver to the 
office or to Mrs McLean (Prep M).   
Any bag that has been secured with a bread tag is identified as a ‘bread bag’.  
Please note that this does not include ‘wrap’ or ‘fruit’ packaging.   

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Spirit College Mackay 
SAVE THE DATE!  We look forward to 
welcoming you to our Year 7 in 2024 
Information Evening on Thursday 27 April!  
Join us for family fun activities and a 
sausage sizzle as you explore the College. 
Enrol Now!  
https://www.hsc.qld.edu/enrolments/  
 

https://www.hsc.qld.edu/enrolments/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


