
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SFX SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2021 

Mercy Charism, Writing, Problem Solving, Wellbeing and Partnerships 
Friday 30 April, 2021 

Week 3 

 

Monday 3 May 

LABOUR DAY  

HOLIDAY 

(NO SCHOOL) 

 

Tuesday 4 May 

Student Council Meeting 

Mother’s Day Raffle 

Mother’s Day Stall 

 

Wednesday 5 May 

Mother’s Day Stall 

Mother’s Day Raffle 

 

Thursday 6 May 

Mother’s Day Prayer 

8.30am 

(All welcome) 

 

Friday 7 May 

Mother’s Day Raffle to be 
drawn 

Dear Parents, 

BE GRATEFUL - BE HAPPY 

Happiness researchers speak at length about the links between happiness and 

gratitude. For many people daily thoughts of gratitude have become a part of their 

daily lives. How often do you act on this gratitude and say thank you to those around 

you? Thank you – it's everyday etiquette and a simple courtesy that takes just a 

moment. It costs nothing, not even effort. But it's also one of the most important ways 

in which we interact with others, both those closest to us and those who meet in 

passing.  

What is it about a simple ‘thank you' that can, by its absence, drain energy out of your 

life and when used with intention, create a powerful feeling of optimism and wellbeing 

in people? Two simple ‘golden words’ that can have such power and meaning when 

used with intent and care. How often do you say thank you? Do you thank the people 

who assist you in shops, show a courtesy, or is it so ingrained that you thank the ATM 

when it gives you money? What are we modelling for our children in articulating this 

simple courtesy? Do our children know the importance of these simple words?  

Our society is continuing to grow and change. Many people are becoming more 

empowered and more outspoken. We need to teach our children to use their words 

powerfully and positively. Saying ‘thank you’ to loved ones, friends and those around us 

can change situations and relationships. Our children need to experience and practise 

making this change. 'Thank you' has something truly magical about it. Thank you shows 

our appreciation and conveys our gratitude. But more than that, it is a sign of respect to 

the person who has helped you (or given you something). It is an indication that you do 

not take them for granted, and an acknowledgement that they matter. That is why 

saying ‘thank you’ matters.  

Today was good 

Today was fun! 

Thank you Thank you Everyone!  

Dr Seuss 



And while we’re speaking of gratitude, there 

are several people I would like to thank who 

have given generously of their time over the 

last two weeks.  Firstly, a very a heartfelt 

thanks to all our students, staff and parents 

who were able to attend the ANZAC march on 

Sunday.  It was a wet, miserable day and yet so 

many of you came to honour our fallen 

soldiers.  The children marched beautifully and 

were so very well behaved.  It was a proud occasion indeed.  

Thank you to Leo Garcia-Rosa, who coached a school Futsal team recently. 

They were an under 9 team however, as there were no other under 9 

teams nominated our children had to play in under 10’s division. According 

to Mrs. Saye our Prep teacher, who supervised on the day of competition, 

“these children certainly held their own and I’m pleased to say they 

finished 3rd place! Other good news is that 4 of them were selected to go 

that one step further and represent North QLD at the 2021 National School 

Futsal Championships which are to be held in Brisbane in the September 

school holidays.”  Congratulations to Thomas Feldhahn, Nicholas Garcia-

Rosa, Evie Saye and Liam Manning! 

 

And final thanks go to Miss O. (Mary Oxenham) who has spent the last two weeks organising people and 

writing scripts for the updated version of our school’s video which, when ready, will be able to be 

viewed on YouTube.  A small team of CEO IT personnel spent Wednesday and Thursday filming around 

the school and in classrooms.  All went smoothly thanks to Mary’s exceptional organisation. 

Keep an eye out for when this becomes available for viewing. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

God Bless, 

 

 

 

Olivia 



 

 

 

St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary 
School, Mackay    

               Strategic Priorities 2021 

1. Catholic Identity and Ethos          •  Effective Teaching and Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 

1.1 To embed and align Catholic Social 
Teaching and the Mercy charism 
throughout the Curriculum and the 
Teaching and Learning Framework. 
 

Goal: To educate our school community on who the 
founders of our school are and what values they have 
imparted.  

2.1 That our school has a culture of data 
informed practice where every student is 
engaged and learning successfully in their 
own ways. 

 
Goal: To embed 6 + 1 Writing Traits to improve 
student writing. 
 
Goal: To plan and deliver deep learning opportunities 
in Mathematics enabling students to become 
proficient in problem solving strategies and 
terminology.  

3. Pastoral Support and Wellbeing    

(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and 

Resourcing      

(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

 3.1 Based on the Diocesan Wellbeing 
Framework implement a student 
wellbeing program that focuses on each 
child being the best version of 
themselves. 

 

Goal: To identify and enhance the wellbeing of 
students through the BE YOU program (which is under 
the umbrella of the Diocesan Wellbeing Framework) to 
the school community. 
  

4.1 To enhance and develop parent and 
community partnerships to improve 
student learning. 
 
 
 
Goal: To inform our parent body about our spelling 
practices and changes to spelling homework.  



Assistant Principal Religion Education 

Amanda Griffin  

Making Jesus Real – Be a Grinner and a winner 

This weeks MJR focus continues on with our theme of “Be a Grinner and a winner”. 

This week let us reflect on how we went being a grinner and a winner last week; was it 

hard? How did you find flipping those negative thoughts into more constructive ones?  

It isn’t always easy, and we are going to trip along our path to a stronger mindset, 

however persistence is key. Every journey starts with a first step, so persevere with your 

thoughts, be patient with yourself and stay strong!  

Remember, positive people are grinners and winners in life! Hope you have a positively 

wonderful week.  

Confirmation Dates 
Monday 26th July  6pm 

Tuesday 27th July 6pm 

PARISH MASS  - BOOKING INFORMATION 

 Link for weekend Mass bookings;  https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF 

 Booking availability commence 9am on the Monday previous.  If you are unable to book on 

 line please phone your respective Parish on the phone numbers listed below.  

 For St Patrick’s, St Francis Xavier, St Mary’s and St Michael’s 0460 423 603 or 4957 4807 from 9am to 3pm 

Monday to Friday.  

 

MASS TIMES 

Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton website http://rok.catholic.net.au/ 

Includes updates from Bishop Michael; the diocesan response to COVID 19; prayers and faith  resources; useful 
links and lots of other information regarding our diocese.  Join Bishop Michael for daily mass via the link above.   

https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF
http://rok.catholic.net.au/


Assistant Principal Administration 

Mary Oxenham 

Mother’s Day Activity 

Last year we began a school tradition for Mother’s Day and we would like to continue it this year and 

into the future. You may remember, as last year was a little different, due to COVID we designed and 

constructed a garden for our mums near the entrance to our school to commemorate Mother’s Day 

2020, as we were in the middle of online learning and most students were not at school.  We made 

flowers and placed in the area where we were going to build our garden.  

This year, as our garden has been completed, we would like to celebrate Mother’s Day 2021, by adding 

the flower photos of our mums. Each student will receive the Flower Template below. The directions 

will be on the back of the sheet of cardboard. We would love all our students to bring in a Mum Flower 

to add to our garden. We would like this activity to be completed at home, with mums, or grandmas or 

aunties or other significant female role models of our students.  

Flowers will need to be in to the 

front office by Tuesday 4 May at 

9.00am 

Directions 

You will need- 

a photo of yourself and your mum 

glue 

scissors 

colouring pencils and/or textas 

Cut out a photo of you and your mum and glue it into the centre of the flower. 

Colour the petals of the flower 

Cut the flower out. 

Put your name and class on the back of the flower. 

Bring the flower to school before next Tuesday 4 May at 9.00am. 

Place the flower in the box provided in the front office.  

We will laminate your flower and place it on a spike so you can plant it our Mothers Garden ready 

for Mother’s Day.  



 
Assistant Principal Curiculum 

Jodie Benfer  

                     NAPLAN ONLINE 2021  

 

In 2021, students in Year 3 and 5 will sit the National Assessment Program –Literacy and Numeracy 

(NAPLAN) tests on Tuesday 11th, Wednesday 12th, Thursday 13th and Friday 14th of May. These tests are 

made up of four domains, Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar, and punctuation) 

and Numeracy. Year 3 students will still complete their Writing Test on paper. The tests are taken nationwide 

and assess skills considered essential for every child to progress through school and life. This program is 

mandated by the government; therefore, it is important that if you have a child in Year 3 and 5, they be in 

attendance on these days. To best prepare your child for these tests, ensure they have a good 

sleep the night before and a wholesome breakfast in the morning. To alleviate any extra anxiety, 

ensure they arrive on time to school, prior to the 8.25am bell. This will allow plenty of time for 

students to prepare their materials. 

Tuesday 11th May Wednesday 12th May Thursday 13th May Friday 14th May 

Year 3 Writing (paper 

test) 
Year 3 Reading (online) 

Year 3 Language Conventions 

(online) 
Year 3 Numeracy (online) 

Year 5 Writing Online Year 5 Reading (online) 
Year 5 Language Conventions 

(online) 
Year 5 Numeracy (online) 

Guided Reading at St Francis Xavier 

During 2021, we will be focusing on Guided Reading as a whole school priority.  Guided Reading is only one 

component of a balanced reading program.  It is a small group instructional strategy in which the teacher guides 

students with similar instructional needs to read an unseen text at an instructional level.  

To support our Guided Reading Program, each class has been allocated extra personnel for four specific lessons 

per week.  Through additional personnel, we can foster increased reading volume and improved participation for 

each learner.  

During Guided Reading, ongoing monitoring of reading allows teachers to collect data on current reading needs 

and to group students accordingly.  We discuss learning goals with the students and help set group and 

individual reading goals.  Reading groups are responsive, flexible, and targeted to group and individual reading 

needs.  We use a variety of meaningful, high quality texts to support students to apply the skills and strategies as 

they read. 



 

Guided Reading in Prep 

Prep is where we introduce our CAFÉ reading strategy goals.  

We start these in small groups where we can give individual attention to students. The first of these 

sessions focus on what is called, the concepts of print. These are learning all about the title of the 

book, the author and illustrator, where the spine is and how to hold and care for the book. Students 

also learn the direction of reading and punctuation. We also learn about fiction and non-fiction books. 

At the end of our guided reading sessions, we like to rate the book – 10 fingers equals an excellent 

book!  

Prep Teachers 



 

Guided Reading in Year Two 

Each week the Year Two students participate in a number of Guided Reading sessions.  Texts are 

chosen based on individual reading goals and children spend 10-15 minutes reading through the 

text and completing activities with a Teacher or Teacher Assistant.  

Some areas that might be included in Guided Reading sessions are:   

• Finding sight words and familiar word patterns, 

• Adding expression by repeating a simple passage, 

• Re-reading texts for fluency, 

• Providing responses to questions to assist comprehension. 

Year Two Teachers 



 

Year 4 Guided Reading 
 

Daily 5 is based around five tasks our students work on during our literacy block.  Read to Someone is 

one of the five activities and for this, we work in Guided Reading groups which is small group reading 

instruction that allows students to be taught in a way that focuses on their individual reading 

goals.  The reading goals are specific to the child and where they are at based on their reading.  Their 

goals target skills for them to build on in comprehension, accuracy, fluency and expand vocabulary 

(CAFÉ).  Our students’ individual goals are highlighted in the front of their student diaries.   

 

In Year 4, our small groups work with an adult (teacher, teacher assistant and teacher specialist) 

several days each week.  During this time, they use books that are related to classroom themes and 

content we have been learning about in class, texts on Epic as well as books specifically designed for 

shared reading experiences.   

Year 4 Teachers  



 

Year 5 Guided Reading and Daily 5 Rotations 

In Year 5, we combine guided reading groups with Daily 5 literacy activities, to provide students with 

a range of group and independent activities that assist with the development of their comprehension 

and reading skills each week.  

These activities include listening to reading, word work for spelling and vocabulary, and working on 

paragraph writing and sentence fluency. Guided reading includes working with a teacher to analyse 

text features, reading different text types and exposing students to a variety of books both fiction 

and nonfiction books. Comprehension activities involve predicting, comparing, visualising, inferring, 

making connections, and summarising to allow students to understand what they are reading.  

These rotations and activities are also based around the students reading goals, which allows them to 

feel responsible for their learning.  

Year 5 Teachers  



 

   St Francis Xavier Futsal Team 
Our first school Futsal team, the SFX Strikers, played in the Whitsunday Schools Futsal Titles on Tuesday. They 
played absolutely amazing and showed such great team spirit.  

They registered as an Under 9 Team however, there were no other Under 9 Teams nominated! This meant they 
were moved up to play in the Under 10 Division. They certainly held their own, playing against some children 2 
years older. 

I’m pleased and proud to say they finished in 3rd place!  

I was certainly impressed with their behaviour and sportsmanship on and off the court. They were very proud and 
respectful representatives of our school.  

Congratulations to Nick Garcia-Rosa, Liam Manning, Thomas Feldhahn and Evie Saye who got selected to go to the 
next step and represent North QLD at the 2021 National School Futsal Championships. These are to be held in 
Brisbane in the September school holidays.  

On behalf of the parents and players, we want to say a big THANK YOU to Leo Garcia-Rosa for coaching the kids on 
the day and Melissa Figlia for managing the team. 

Mrs Saye  



Message from Uniforms Solutions 
St Francis Xavier School Jumpers are due to arrive on 
Wednesday 12 May at their shop and will be available 
for parents to purchase. 

 OUTSTANDING TERM 1 SCHOOL FEES  

If you did not receive your account, please contact Pauline in the office. 

Payments can be made in Cash, EFTPOS, Cheque, Credit Card, Direct Debit, BPay 
or Internet Banking 

School fees are now well overdue.  

INTERNET BANKING DETAILS 

 A/C:   St Francis Xavier School 

 BSB:   034-210 

 ACCOUNT:  811093 

 REFERENCE: Account code at top right hand corner of invoice. 

If you are having problems finalizing Term 1’s School Fee Account, please contact 
Pauline on 49511861 to arrange an appointment.  

Pauline Hyde—Finance Secretary 



St Francis Xavier P & F News 

Welcome to Term 2! 
 

The P&F have a busy few months coming up and 
 

Next week we have our Mother's Day Stall where we ask if anyone has some spare time to 

help sell the gifts for the kids to purchase for their Mum's/Nanna's or beloved ladies close to 

them.  We ask that your child has no more than $10 to purchase a gift or two (gifts range from 

$1.50 - $6).  The stall is run Wednesday 5th & Thursday 6th of May and if you can help out, 

please complete the google form that will be circulated in the coming days.  

Thank you for donating your time to help so our kids don't miss out.   

Thank you for supporting the P&F to be able to offer the stalls for our children. 

Our amazing Pie Drive is coming up, this is one of our best fundraisers to help fund 

experiences and items for our kids.  Please keep an ear our about ordering and when 

to have your orders in by.  We anticipate having the orders placed through QuickCliq 

again this year, although there will be copies made available if need be. We appreciate 

your support and if you have time to assist, please keep an eye out for our volunteer google sheet for this event, we 

really appreciate any help from our school community.  Who doesn't love a good pie and lamington from Crusty's!?  









GRANDPARENTS SUPPORT GROUP 

Are you raising your grandchildren or helping to look after them?  

This group may be for you. It will be a time when you can talk to others in a similar situation as you.  

We will meet once a month; afternoon tea will be provided and occasionally we will have speakers 

discussing subjects that you are interested in.  

Grandparents Support Group 

Date:  Saturday 8th May 2021 

Time:  1.30pm 

Place:  North Side Uniting Church,  

  Bedford Road, Andergrove. 

Contact: Annette 0423092357 or    

Email: suttonannette@hotmail.com 

Nikita Kinnane 

0401 928 281 


