
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parents & Care Givers, 

SCHOOL REVIEW 
 
Our school is currently preparing for a school review.  On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of next week, a 
team of 3 reviewers will be in our school - Mr Michael McCusker our region’s Assistant to the Director-Schools, 
Mr Michael Roach – principal of St Anthony’s in Rockhampton and Mrs Di Pekin – Leading School Improvement 
Consultant.   
The school review is an opportunity to reflect on current practices and progress made towards improving the 
quality of teaching and learning and subsequently, student learning and wellbeing outcomes.  The review team 
will work closely and collaboratively with the leadership team and staff to identify existing strengths and provide 
recommendations to inform the school’s next improvement cycle.  The review will be conducted through the use 
of the National School Improvement Tool. 

 

WHERE TO FIND OUT WHAT IS GOING ON AT OUR SCHOOL. 
 

We sometimes have parents saying, “But I didn’t know that was happening!” We do try very 
hard to ensure our parents are well aware of all the upcoming school events. Sometimes, with 
so many different places to go, it can become confusing, so here is a breakdown of where to 
go to find out what is happening and when.  
Here are the communication options available to parents and what  can find out in each area 
– 
NEWSLETTER – Upcoming calendar events, Information on a variety of topics involving 
curriculum, school goals and school events, information on the religious life of the school, 

advertising of out of school opportunities, advice to parents and acknowledgement of students’ achievements 
etc.  
FACEBOOK PAGE – Reminders of upcoming events and acknowledgement of students’ achievements. (We 
are aware that not everyone is on social media so our Facebook page is only there to support the other forms of 
school communication) 
WEBSITE – Calendar of Events for the term and Parent Lounge as well as all information regarding the running 
of our school. 
EMAILS from the SCHOOL – Important specific topics for all families. 
TEXTS from the SCHOOL – Urgent information and reminders. 
SKOOLBAG – Access to Parent Lounge and the opportunity to notify of student absentees 
PARENT CALENDAR – A paper copy of a term calendar of upcoming events for the school is given to parents 
each term.  
SCHOOL SIGN – Reminders of upcoming events. 
 
CLASSROOM TEACHER EMAILS – Emails pertaining to the individual class. It is not the responsibility of 
classroom teachers to inform parents of whole school events. Their responsibility lies with disseminating 
information about their own class. Whilst some teachers do mention upcoming events in their class 
communication, it is not a requirement for them to do so.  
We hope this helps you to know where to go to find out what’s going on at SFX! 
         

Mary Oxenham – Assistant Principal-Administration 
Have a lovely weekend. 
God Bless, 
Olivia 

Friday 5 May, 2023 
Week 3 

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2023 

Catholic Social Teaching, Writing, Mathematics, Wellbeing and Regulating 

Emotions 

 



 

Tuesday 9 May:  School Review 
Wednesday 10 May: Mother’s Day Stall 
    Preps MECC ~ Wind in the Willows 
    School Review continues 
Thursday 11 May:  Mother’s Day Stall 
    School Review concludes 
Friday 12 May: Mother’s Day Prayer Celebration & Picnic on 

the lawn  
    Assembly 11.30am 
Sunday 14 May:  Rock Pop Mime Practice 10.00am-11.00am      
 
Monday 29 May:  National Reconciliation Week (Free Dress 
Day) 

The month of May is a special time for us as Catholics to honour our Blessed Mother 
Mary. Her life in the Gospel years was one of service and great devotion to Jesus, from 
the cave in Bethlehem where she gave birth to Him, to Calvary in Jerusalem where 
she stood by His cross in His Crucifixion, from Crib to Cross, as it were. Mary has a 

low profile in the Gospels but her words there still resonate with us today and challenge us to follow her 
example of humility, obedience, and service to God.  https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/month-of-
mary.html 

Pope Paul VI wrote a beautiful encyclical in which he describes how Catholics reserve this month to 
honour Mary in a special way: 
 
“For this is the month during which Christians, in their churches and their homes, offer the Virgin Mother 
more fervent and loving acts of homage and veneration; and it is the month in which a greater 
abundance of God’s merciful gifts comes down to us from our Mother’s throne.” 
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/celebrate-may-month-of-mary-6307 

So, how can you honour Mary in a special way this month? 

1. Create a prayer space for Mary 
2. Pray a novena to our Lady 
3. Pray the rosary 
4. Learn something new about the life of Mary 
5. Read a book / Gospel story about Mary 
6. Colour or draw a picture of Mary 

 

https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/month-of-mary.html
https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/month-of-mary.html
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/celebrate-may-month-of-mary-6307


School Improvement Plan 
School Priorities and Goals 2023 

 
 
 
 

1. Catholic Identity and Ethos          
• Effective Teaching and Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 
1.1 To embed and align Catholic Social Teaching 

and the Mercy charism throughout the 
Curriculum and the Teaching and Learning 

Framework. 
Goal: To continue developing student awareness of 
Catholic Social Teachings and how they relate them 

to the opportunities provided by the school. 

2.1 That our school has a culture of data informed practice 
where every student is engaged and learning successfully in 

their own ways. 
Goal: To improve student learning outcomes in writing. 

 
Goal: To strengthen student learning outcomes in 

Mathematics. 

3. Pastoral Support and Wellbeing    
(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and Resourcing      
(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

3.1 Based on the Diocesan Wellbeing Framework 
implement a student wellbeing program that 

focuses on each child being the best version of 
themselves. 

Goal: To strengthen student ability to regulate 
their emotions. 

 

4.1 To enhance and develop parent and community 
partnerships to improve student learning. 

 
Goal: To engage parents in the ability to understand and apply 

strategies to regulate their children’s emotions.  

These Catholic Education YouTube clips are 

extremely useful to assist with home 

reading. 

 

Reading Tip Number One: How to assist 

your child with independent reading at 

home. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bnLid-

zmL8&ab_channel=DeborahFoster 

 

 

Reading Tip Number Two: How to assist 

your child with reading difficult texts. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4Nbinc

N3Qg&ab_channel=DeborahFoster 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bnLid-zmL8&ab_channel=DeborahFoster
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bnLid-zmL8&ab_channel=DeborahFoster
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4NbincN3Qg&ab_channel=DeborahFoster
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4NbincN3Qg&ab_channel=DeborahFoster


Writing Goal – Improving our Sentence Writing 

 
This year we are focussing on improving our 
students’ writing. At the end of 2022, we sent 
samples of student writing to a consultant for 
analysis. We were provided with a detailed report on 
areas of success and areas to improve. After 
connecting with Sandra Comben (CEO Curriculum 
Consultant), we decided to initially focus on looking 
at our writing from a sentence level.  
 
The classroom teachers have been working with 
Sandra and I to gain further professional 
development around the 3 main types of sentences: 
simple sentences, compound sentences and 
complex sentences. The teachers have focussed on 
what each of these sentence types are made up of and how to develop effective activities to assist the 
students in using these sentences in their own writing. 
 
Across the school we are using a universal code to assist the students to determine who are the participants in 
the sentence, the process and the circumstance. This will help them to be more aware when attempting their 
own writing. With this understanding our students will then be able to develop better quality compound 
sentences and complex sentences as they move into middle and upper primary. 
 

What is a simple sentence?  
A single independent clause - A clause that can stand on its own. 

 
What is a compound sentence? 

A compound sentence has two independent clauses joined by a co-ordinating conjunction. 

What is a complex sentence? 
A complex sentence contains a main/independent clause and one or more subordinate/dependent clauses. 

The clauses are joined with a subordinating conjunction. 

 
 

Writing – sentence work in Year 5B, identifying the participants, processes and circumstances. 
 
 



Prep students working on building a basic sentence.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 1 students breaking up sentences into parts. 

 

In the world of sport, our students at St Francis Xavier have been very busy!  

• Last Friday, 28th April a smack group of students represented our District (Southern 
Suburbs), at the Mackay District Cross Country event. These students represented 
themselves and our district with pride. Well done Joel Lamb, Aliyah Henderson, Beau 
McPherson & Lucy Mansfield. An extra special congratulations to Hudson Mayfield who placed 
2nd in 12 year boys & Oliver Hamilton who placed 3rd in 11 year boys. They will attend 
Capricornia Cross Country in Rockhampton. 

• Well done to Liam Manning & Jacob Cockayne who made the U12 Southern Suburbs 
Soccer Team 

• Congratulations to Lucy Mansfield, Hudson Mayfield & Thomas McLean who are off to Rockhampton in 
Week 10 for Capricornia Hockey  

 

Yours in sport, 

Miss Stringer  



 

 

TERM 2 WEEK 3 AWARDEES 

TERM 2 CLASS CAPTAINS 
 

Eli Olsen 
Jackson West 

Shiloh Sunnerdale 
 



 
On Monday 29 May we will hold our National Reconciliation Prayer 
Acknowledgement in the school hall at 9am, everyone is welcome to attend.  
Students can come in full school uniform but in a different shirt to begin 
Reconciliation Week – it could be a “Be Kind” shirt, a brightly coloured shirt 
or an indigenous shirt.  Please do not buy anything new for this day! Even a 
house shirt is suitable for the day. 

 
 

 

Who has been practising the chicken dance?? 

The students learnt about Priscilla’s story (Zimbabwe), 

it shares how poultry farming helps Priscilla have food 

and income during drought. Priscilla sells the eggs to 

pay for her grandchildren’s school fees and books. $10 

can buy a chicken for a family to rear in Zimbabwe. 

Year 2 have hatched a plan to raise more chickens for 

people in need, nicknaming it Caritas Chicken 

Champs. Collect your small change and start getting 

your chickens in a row, to bring to school. Every Friday 

at assembly, we will be collecting the coins. Each time 

a chicken is purchased, we will put one up on your 

class tally board.  Who will be the Caritas Chicken 

Champs? The winning class will get to name the SFX 

chickens and choose one staff member to do the 

chicken dance at parade. Winning class will be 

announced at assembly Week 5.  

 



OUR FIRST P & F MEETING WITH THE 
NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


