
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Care Givers, 
Following is an important message from our Diocesan Director, Miss Leesa Jeffcoat, regarding reporting to 
parents this semester. 

 

 
Dear Parents and Caregivers,  
 
The realities of living through a pandemic have varied since its impact was first felt in March 2020. Terms 
1 and 2, 2020 witnessed significant disruptions to teaching and learning through the advent of “learning 
from home”. In 2021, Queensland avoided the lockdowns and restrictions that were experienced 
elsewhere, and schooling in our state continued in a relatively “normal” way.  
 
2022 has been different again and some would argue that in education, we have seen the most significant 
disruptions this year. Many students and teachers have either had Covid, been a close contact, or stayed 
at home because they had other symptoms. Certainly, this has impacted the flow of teaching and learning.  
 
As Report Cards are being written, I wanted to take the opportunity to acknowledge the patience and 
enduring commitment to learning that has been demonstrated by our school leaders, teachers, students 
and families, and to thank all for ensuring that successful and purposeful learning continued under 
sometimes trying circumstances. It is also worth noting that the disruptions to teaching and learning in 
semester one may have an impact on reporting to parents and carers on student achievement. However, 
as much as possible, our Reports will follow the usual pattern in terms of the subjects that are reported, 
comments, references to effort and social behaviours, the timeline for issuing reports, and arrangements 
for parent/teacher interviews. As is the general requirement, attendance will be included in reports for this 
semester.  
 
While the Report Card reflects an on-balance judgement about the quality of student learning based on a 
wide range of evidence collected during the reporting period, we acknowledge that in some instances, the 
evidence of learning collected during Semester One may be more limited than usual. This is particularly 
the case if a student has been absent from school for prolonged periods of time. In these rare instances, 
it might be more difficult for teachers to confidently make a judgement about student achievement across 
all subjects and particularly for the subjects that are not taught every day. In these cases, school leaders 
will make contact directly with parents and carers to discuss your child’s personal and academic progress.  
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We take this opportunity to sincerely thank our Catholic school staff for their commitment over Terms 1 
and 2 in support of student learning. Also thank you most sincerely for the wonderful commitment you as 
parents and carers always make to your child’s education.  
 
Our school leaders and teachers look forward to working with you as we continue, in partnership, to offer 
a rich, life-giving Catholic education for your children.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support.  
Yours sincerely  

 
Leesa Jeffcoat AM  
DIOCESAN DIRECTOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION  
23/05/2022

 

to collect your child at Pick Up Zone?   

Teachers are on duty until 3:15pm.  After that all children must come into the office area and sit and wait 
to be collected.  Parents are required to come into the office and collect their child. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
God Bless, 
Olivia 

30 May   ‘Try it Tucker Day’ – from the tuckshop 
2 June   Senior Athletics 
5 June   Pentecost Sunday 
7 – 10 June  Year 6 Camp 
14 June   P & F Meeting 6:00pm in staffroom 
14 & 15 June  School Photos 
16 June   SHOW HOLIDAY 
17 June   Junior Athletics 
20 June   Under 8’s Day 
21 June   S. S. Athletics Day – good luck to all our competitors 
   P & F Pie Drive Orders due in 
   Board Meeting 
22 June   Mrs Benfer’s Appraisal 
23 June   Report Cards available on Parent Lounge at 4:00pm 
24 June   LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
 

Making Jesus Real (MJR) – Teamwork 

    WEEK 6 
This week we continue with ‘Teamwork – Together Everyone Achieves More”. 
 
We have been discussing how we are a part of many different teams – soccer, dancing, 
netball, cricket.  We are also a part of our classroom team.  As a class we need to work 
together to make sure everyone is learning, having fun and feeling safe.  
What can you do this week to make sure your classroom team is the best place for 
everyone?   Who can you help?    Who needs a friend?  

 
Have a wonderful week working as a team 

  



 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH, WEST MACKAY SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & EUCHARIST 
 

Enrolment Mass Confirmation     Saturday 11th June at 6pm or Sunday 12th June 9am 

Confirmation Workshop 1              Monday, 13th June 

Confirmation Workshop 2             Monday, 20th June 

Enrolment Mass Eucharist            Saturday 23rd July at 6pm or Sunday 24th July 9am 

Eucharist Workshop 1                      Monday, 18th July 

Eucharist Workshop 2                      Monday, 1st August 

Sacrament of Confirmation and Eucharist           Saturday 13th 6:30pm August 

Sunday 14th 9am August 

Week 6 - MJR 
This week our Year 6 MJR Leaders ran an activity in the library based on the book ‘A Wrinkled Heart’. 

 
The Prep – Year 2 students learnt about how mean words and actions can put permanent wrinkles in 

our hearts. By being a kind person, we can help smooth and heal these wrinkles, but we can never fully 
get rid of them. 

 
We coloured in our own hearts and wrinkled them up to see if we could get them to go back to 

perfectly smooth again – but we couldn’t!!! 
 

Making Jesus Real means being a kind and caring person and treating people how you would like to 
be treated. Remember… 

  

Before you speak, 

think and be smart. 

It’s hard to fix 

a wrinkled heart!’ 

 
     
    
  



 

Pick-Up Zone Line Marking 
The safety of our staff and students is our greatest priority. We are well aware that 
our Pick-Up Zone creates some challenges for parents and staff alike. The fact that we 
are so close to a major road (Bridge Road) puts us in a very difficult situation and we 
are doing everything to ensure our students enter and leave the school premises in the 
safest possible way. 

We have three teachers on duty in this area to supervise our students.  We  have Stop Drop Go signs to 
encourage parents not to hold up the line of cars waiting to drop students off at the school gate. We also 
installed a sign to ask cars to proceed left down Mackenzie St. instead of holding up traffic by trying to 
turn right.  
 
As with all these measures, if we do not all adhere to the rules, the system falls down. Most parents are 
busy in the afternoon and have many places to be after school. We ask you to PLEASE move along if one 
of our teachers tells you, your child/children is/are not yet in the Pick up Zone. If you do not move, you are 
holding up all the other parents and this can cause anxiety and sometimes anger. Teachers on Pick up 
Zone duty are trying to keep all our students safe. We ask you to please treat them with respect and not 
argue with them when they ask you to move on.  
 
Our line marking is to assist with moving the traffic through the Pick up Zone both safely and efficiently. 
Please ensure you move right to the top of each of the numbered spaces (particularly Bay No. 1) so we 
can have all 6 bays collecting students at the same time. Thank you for your cooperation in helping to 
keep our students safe.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 2022 
Last week your child would have received their Premier’s Reading Challenge letter and book recording 
form.  
Please ensure you are aware of these notes and pop them on the fridge and start reading and recording.  
 



 

We would love to see every child at SFX participating in the challenge. We are always working 
towards improving reading skills within our students but have a particular focus this year as we 
have set our school goal around improving reading comprehension. Please support us by 
encouraging your child to read at home and participate in the challenge. 
 
The PRC is not a competition but a way to encourage students to develop a love of reading for life. 
Students are encouraged to select a range of fiction and non-fiction books suited to their reading ability 
and record books read during the reading period, between 9 May to 26 August. Enclosed is a reader record 
form.  
To complete the challenge: 

• Prep to Year 2 must read or experience at least 20 books 

• Years 3 and 4 must read at least 20 books 

• Years 5 to 9 must read at least 15 books.  
 
Experiencing books can include shared reading, listening to stories, or reading picture books. The aim for 
the 2022 challenge is to engage more students to read than ever before! Last year saw more than 168,000 
children from around the state participate.  

 
 
For suggested books or for more information 
about the PRC, please visit: 
readingchallenge.education.qld.gov.au or 
contact Jodie Benfer (Assistant Principal 
Curriculum)  
Every student who completes the challenge 
will receive a Certificate of Achievement 
signed by the Premier. 
 

Kind Regards, 
Jodie 
 

  
Term 2 Week 6 Awardees 

Key dates Activity 

9 May – 26 August Reading period for Prep to 
Year 9 students 

29 August Student reader record forms 
submitted to teacher 

31 October to 
11 November 

Premier's Reading Challenge 
celebration weeks 



 

In Year Two the past few weeks, the children have been budding artists during Visual Arts lessons learning 
about line, shape and texture. They are becoming more aware of Country and Caring for our World in 
HaSS and have started designing their own posters to create more awareness on these topics.  There are 
LOTS of scientists in the making, as we have been exploring mixtures and their uses, as well as finding 
out what materials are soluble and insoluble in water, and how we can separate mixtures.  
The Year Two’s have been busy learning but they are also taking care of their wellbeing and practising 
mediation. 

       Tania, Therese, Nicole, Rakayla, Mel & Monique  



 

 

We have been having a great time in Junior STEM club this term! Our Prep- Year 2 

students have been learning how to instruct the BeeBot robots to move in different 

directions. We have also been experimenting with how to make towers and shapes 

using only straws. This has been a challenge working out how to connect straws with no 

glue or sticky tape, but we had some creative very creative designs! 

 



 



 

Photo envelopes went home with the students today, so could you please check your child’s bag for these. 

Sibling envelopes and Group Photos eg. School Captains, Reef Guardian etc. will need to be collected 

from the office if you require these. 



 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday the 14th of June, at 6pm - We hope to see you there. 

We need your help! September Twilight Fair Co-Ordinator search  
The P&F request that each grade assists in the making of a fabulous event with helpers and 
contributions to the event.  We are requesting a year co-ordinator just to make light work with 
many hands.  You are still able to spend the evening with your children, we request a little help 
to get the ball rolling with the full support of the P&F team. If you can help out or interested to 
know a little more, please reach out to us at SFXM_PandFSecretary@rok.catholic.edu.au  
Each grade will be allocated an area listed below. Get in first and allocate your grade and put 
your name forward to be a co-ordinator  

• Santa Photo's (Being September, we would look to possibly have a theme for photo’s – 
idea’s welcomed)  

• BBQ   
• Glow Products  
• Cent Sale  
• Bar   
• Tuckshop   
• Ham Wheel   

  
What does a year co-ordinator do for the Twilight fair?  
Help liaise with the parent helpers in your grade for the area allocated to your grade. Whether it 
is sorting names to the time slots (pre-done by the P&F), corresponding between your grade level 
parents and the P&F.  We really rely on helpers for this event as this is a huge job on a few 
people, or smaller work on a larger group. Please help where you can, majority of us are time 
poor and really appreciate any time given to volunteer.   
Thank you to each and every one for putting your hand up for this amazing event.  
  
Raffle Sponsors   
We look for any businesses who may be interested in donating to the P&F Christmas Major raffle 
in the coming months. Please reach out if you know of a business interested in donating. More to 
come in the coming months - keep an eye on the newsletter. 
 
Cent Sale  
Each Fair (this year, it is in September), we run a cent sale that everyone loves to take part in. 
We try to gather gifts that you would love to take home yourself. If you are a business who would 
like to donate, please reach out to us. We would love to advertise your product to our many 
families in the SFXM community by showing off your product that you may make or a service you 
may provide. More to come in future Newsletters for when these are needed. 
 
Great time to hit the Uniform Shop!  
Just a reminder that the uniform shop is open every Monday morning from 8.15am - 9am in the 
school hall.  Don't forget your cash!  
Items start from $5 each - including jumpers (starting to get cool now), house shirts and all sports 
and formal uniforms.  Thank you to Mel Figlia who donates all of her time and ensures we have 
the opportunity to offer this to our parents. Thanks Mel!  
  
Did you know?   
Without our Parent's and Friend's volunteers, our kids would miss out on great events such as 
school discos, Mothers’ & Fathers’ Day stalls and the end of year school fair. The P&F donate 
amazing resources back to the children, such as games, books, goodies for events just to name 
a few.  More hands make light work, we would love to see you at the next upcoming Meeting.  We 
sincerely thank those who attend each meeting and volunteer at every event, we would love to 
see some more faces as we greatly appreciate an hour of your time can help so much.   
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P&F Contacts  
President -   Kelly Walz SFXM_PandFPresident@rok.catholic.edu.au  
Vice President -  Amanda Ramsay  
Treasurer -   Kathleen Di-Filippo  
Secretaries -   Laura Cole & Matt Cole sfxm_pandfsecretary@rok.catholic.edu.au  
Should you need to contact Amanda or Kathleen, please contact Laura/Matt or Kelly and we can 
put you in touch with the team. 
 
Upcoming Dates 
Pie Drive    - 21st June (Delivered 13/14th July) 
2nd Disco    - Friday 5th August 6pm 
Father's Day Stall   - 31st Aug & 1st September 
Father's Day Liturgy  - 2nd September 
Twilight / Spring Markets (Amazing Fair!) - 9th September 
 
Future P&F Meetings – in the staffroom 
Tuesdays @ 6pm  June 14th  August 9th  (Future dates to follow) 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
The P&F Executive Team 
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