
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SFX SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2021 

Mercy Charism, Writing, Problem Solving, Wellbeing and Partnerships Friday 17 September, 2021 

TERM 4 
 

WEEK 1 
5 Oct—8 Oct 

Monday 4 October 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 5 October 

• First Day Term 4 

• Prep Swimming  

Wednesday 6 October 

• Prep Swimming 

Thursday 7 October 

• Prep Swimming 

Friday 8 October 

• Prep Swimming  

 
WEEK 2 

11 Oct-15 Oct 
Monday 11 October 

• Prep & Year 6 Choirs 

Tuesday 12 October 

• Prep Swimming 

• Year 2 & Year 3 Choirs 

Wednesday  13 October 

• Year 1 Choir 

Thursday 14 October 

• Year 4 & Year 5 Choirs 

  Term 4  

         commences  

Tuesday 5 October, 2021 

to our  

St Francis Xavier School 

Verse Speaking Choirs 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We are at the end of yet another busy term. A term that has been filled with 

both success and challenges, with learning, friends, schedules and expectations. 

It is not surprising that with this busyness it is easy to forget what is important.  

What is it that we have appreciated, that we are thankful for, that has been 

surprising or wonderfully kind?  We are fortunate that within our school 

community many things happen on a regular basis that we can be thankful for 

and appreciate.  It is important that we take the time to acknowledge and 

reflect on these.  

Holidays are a great time for our children to regroup and reflect.  It is in the 

quiet that we can talk about what has been important to them.  We can also 

reflect on the highlights of the past term and perhaps look forward with 

anticipation.  Perhaps one of the most important parts of the holidays is to rest, 

to get well and to enjoy the time with family and friends. 

Enjoy the break from regular routine and we’ll see you back on Tuesday, 

October 5th. 

Have a wonderful holiday.   

God Bless, 

 

 

Olivia 



St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary School, Mackay    

               Strategic Priorities 2021 

1. Catholic Identity and 

Ethos          

•  Effective Teaching and 

Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 

1.1 To embed and align 
Catholic Social Teaching and 
the Mercy charism throughout 
the Curriculum and the 
Teaching and Learning 
Framework. 
 

Goal: To educate our school 
community on who the founders of 
our school are and what values they 
have imparted.  

2.1 That our school has a culture 
of data informed practice where 
every student is engaged and 
learning successfully in their 
own ways. 

 
Goal: To embed 6 + 1 Writing Traits to 
improve student writing. 
 
Goal: To plan and deliver deep learning 
opportunities in Mathematics enabling 
students to become proficient in problem 
solving strategies and terminology.  

3. Pastoral Support and 

Wellbeing    

(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and 

Resourcing      

(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

 3.1 Based on the Diocesan 
Wellbeing Framework 
implement a student 
wellbeing program that 
focuses on each child being 
the best version of 
themselves. 

 

4.1 To enhance and develop 
parent and community 
partnerships to improve student 
learning. 
 
 
 
Goal: To inform our parent body about 
our spelling practices and changes to 
spelling homework.  



Assistant Principal Religion Education 

Amanda Griffin  

Making Jesus Real (MJR) 
Ripple effect 

 
This week’s MJR focus is the “Ripple effect”.  
The actual meaning of a ripple effect is a series of things that happen as the result of a particular 
event or action.  
 
What that means for us is, every action, kind word, helping hand or welcoming smile is us living as 
Christ would want us to. Don’t underestimate these small acts, they are important! One of these kind 
gestures can have a ripple effect on someone else’s day. If you get a chance this week, watch ‘Pay it 
forward’ https://youtu.be/X3ld9_p2bS0 on YouTube. 
  
Be sure to give out an MJR token to anyone you see doing good things and making Jesus real this 

week. Have a wonderful week everyone. 

FIRST  

HOLY  

COMMUNION 

Report 

In the final weeks we start to implement the final key message of the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum: report. This 
means that when children or young people have been in a situation that is unsafe that they are taught to report what has 
happened to an adult. Even if a child has been able to make themselves safe, it is vital that they still report what has happened. 
Adults need to know about unsafe situations so that some action can be taken to help the child be safe again or ensure it 
doesn’t happen again.  

Students involved in the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum will be encouraged to make a list of adult safety helpers. 
These are adults the children and young people nominate whom they can talk to when they are feeling unsafe or have 
experienced an unsafe situation or feel they are at risk of something that may cause them harm. This list will include a selection 
of adults who live in and outside the home. 

Report also includes telling an adult about unsafe or inappropriate incidents which may occur when children or young people 
are online. This might occur when surfing the net or using social media sites like Facebook and 
twitter, and can include cyberbullying, viewing or receiving inappropriate images or messages or 
communicating with unknown contacts. 

It is important that the key safety messages of the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum: 
Recognise, React and Report are reinforced, both at school and home. I encourage you, wherever 
possible, to talk with your child about safety to help them stay safe now and in the future. 

https://youtu.be/X3ld9_p2bS0


Assistant Principal Administration 

Mary Oxenham  

ST FRANCIS XAVIER EISTEDDFOD SPEECH CHOIRS FOR 2021 

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE—MECC 

Prep:   Section 476A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Prep)  Monday 11 October, 2021 

Year 1:  Section 477A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 1) Wednesday 13 October, 2021 

Year 2:  Section 478B Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 2) Tuesday 12 October, 2021 

Year 3:  Section 479A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 3) Tuesday 12 October, 2021 

Year 4:  Section 480B Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 4) Thursday 14 October, 2021 

Year 5:  Section 481A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 5) Thursday 14 October, 2021 

Year 6:  Section 482A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 6) Monday 11 October, 2021  

Mary Oxenham ~ Assistant Principal:  Administration 

 

 

 

Our speech choirs will be performing at the Mackay Eisteddfod during the week 11-15 October.  

 

As per our email earlier in the week, we are aware of the shortage of tickets available to see the choirs, 
due to the COVID guidelines of the MECC. We are concerned parents who wish to see their child’s 
performance may not be able to get a ticket. So, we will be having a school performance on Thursday 7 and 
Friday 8 October at 1.30pm in the hall. On the Thursday 7 October, Prep – Yr. 3 choirs will perform and Yr. 
4-6 on the Friday.  If there are any changes to this, we will advise you ASAP.  



Assistant Principal Curiculum 

Jodie Benfer  

Book Lists for 2022 

Please keep an eye out early next term for your child’s booklist for 2022. If you wish to place an order with 
Mackay School Supplies and have your pack delivered to school at the end of the term, please ensure you 
submit your order online or send in your order to the office by the due date. 

Amazing Writing in Year 1 

Over the past few weeks, the Year 1 teachers have been trialing partner ‘free writing.’ They have taken away the big 
focus of writing on lines and having to rub out, by using blank paper and felt pens. Each pair has been given an idea 
card to develop their writing. Most cards are based around imaginative narrative ideas, which is the hardest for 
children to write on their own. The teachers have said with a partner they have absolutely smashed it! 

Mrs Stark recently attended a professional development session about writing, which was presented by Noella 
Mackenzie (Independent Education Consultant). She said that the PD reminded her of the amazing value of free 
writing and how it can benefit the students.  After brainstorming with the team, they came up with the idea of 
partner writing, which has helped in so many ways, as two heads are better than one. All 3 teachers have been 
thoroughly enjoying trying this new approach and including our school focus on the 6+1 Writing Traits. 

The ‘free writing’ has helped the ideas become the focus and has also improved the student’s writing flow. The 
teachers have witnessed an absolute joy of writing when moving around the classroom. Well done Year 1 teachers 
and students for trialing new writing styles and demonstrating a love for writing! 



Our exciting term of Dance Fever culminated in an inter-school competition which was held at the Basketball Stadium on 
Tuesday night. We had over 100 students from Years 3-6 represent our school brilliantly as they developed self confidence, 
teamwork, sportsmanship  and performing skills in a fun, supportive environment. It was truly inspiring to see the level of 
concentration and enthusiasm on display as the students proudly competed on behalf of their school. 

 

Their  hard work and commitment paid off as we had several pairs make the finals and ultimately win many ribbons in the 
graded Waltz and Samba partner dances. We were also very fortunate and thrilled to take out the coveted first place trophy in 
the whole school team challenge.  

 

Thank you to all of the parents who supported us, as well as the P-2 parents who came along to our Showcase during the 
lessons on Wednesday; the children enjoyed performing for you.  

Maree Poots ~ The Arts Specialist Teacher 

St Francis Xavier Dance Fever Team~2021 

Inter-school Challenge ~ 1st Place  



At this time of the year, plans are being made for 2022 and the key factor upon which planning is 

based is enrolment facts and figures. Whether it’s class composition, number of classes, number of 

staff members or budget planning, it is essential to be as accurate as possible in predicting the 

number of students at St Francis Xavier come January next year. Can I ask then, that you keep us 

informed about potential moves between now and the beginning of the year?   

Thank you for helping us to be well-prepared for the year ahead. 

Term 4 HPE Uniform Days 

Class HPE Uniform 
Days 

Pilates 

(Weeks 3-7) 

Class HPE Uniform 
Days 

Pilates 

(Weeks 3-7) 

Prep C Tues/Wed Tuesday Year 3R Tues/Wed Wednesday 

Prep S Wed/Thurs Wednesday Year 4DS Wed/Thurs Wednesday 

Prep W Tues/Thurs Thursday Year 4LK Wed/Thurs Thursday 

Year 1S Tues/Wed Tuesday Year 4SB Tues/Thurs Thursday 

Year 1D Tues/Thurs Thursday Year 5G Wed/Thurs Wednesday 

Year 1EM Wed/Thurs Wednesday Year 5L Tues/Thurs Thursday 

Year 2C Tues/Thurs Thursday Year 5W Tues/Wed Tuesday 

Year 2H Tues/Wed Tuesday Year 6N Tues/Wed Tuesday 

Year 2M Wed/Thurs Wednesday Year 6RG Tues/Thurs Thursday 

Year 3H Tues/Thurs Tuesday Year 6W Wed/Thurs Wednesday 

Year 3M Tues/Wed Tuesday       

OPTI-MINDS TEAM ~ 2021 

...Olivia Kelly, Mia Jackson-Taylor, Claire Youman, Georgie Ruston, Stella Derbin, Piper Osei-Wusu and 

April Howell for advancing to the State finals.  The girls entered the Media section, and for their long-

term project produced a very persuasive advertisement about exclusion.  They then preformed very 

well on their spontaneous activity as well.           Ms McNeill—Opti-Minds Co-ordinator 

Congratulations to …...  

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR 2022? 



Thank you for another successful Book Fair! 

A big thank you to all the parents, students, and staff who supported our school library by purchasing items at our Scholas-
tic Book Fair last week! The funds will be used to buy lots of exciting new books for our library.  We also 
had over 20 beautiful books donated to our school by some very generous families, which I will be busy 
getting ready for the students to borrow in term 4.  

A very special thanks to all of the hard working volunteers who offered their time to help out, especially 
Mrs Grech & Mrs Ellis! I couldn’t have done it without you! 

Stacey McSherry ~ Library Co-ordinator 

Thank you to Mrs McSherry who worked tirelessly last week to present another very 

successful Book Fair! 

Your time & effort doesn’t go unnoticed.  The new books donated by families & the books 

purchased from the commission of the Book Fair will be put into our library for the students to enjoy! 

Congratulations and well done! 

 
Today was our SFX school Walk to School Safely morning. We all met at the Mackay Botanical 
Gardens for an early start at 7.30am. The weather was beautiful and we were all pumped and 
ready to do a healthy walk to school! Lots of kids, parents and teachers turned up to support our 
walk. We were very lucky to have Constable Chantal Kelly from Mackay Police to stop traffic and 
help us cross all the roads safely. Thank you Constable Kelly! 

Everyone walked safely all the way and felt much happier and healthier after some morning 
exercise. Thank you to everyone who participated. Healthy kids are happy kids! 



 

This term, Year 5 have been working as teams as part of the STEM: Minds @ Work Challenge 
across our Diocese.  
 
As part of this challenge, teams work collaboratively on designing, testing, problem solving and 
creating a prototype to solve the problem of lifting a heavy object using pneumatics (gas) or 
hydraulics (liquid). Each team created an online journal to document their progress.  
 
Congratulations to the two teams that were chosen to present their designs to a group of judges 
today: 

Group 7: Elijah C, Sophie P, Archie B, and Mia P 
Group 8: Stella D, Claire Y, Kayden O, and Pepita O 



Last week, our Year 2 classes walked to the Mackay Regional Botanical Gardens, where they were able 

to walk through the Torres Strait Islander Garden and recognize the symbols along the path.  They then 

headed towards the Water Treatment Plant to read the information about the Water Cycle.  After a 

short snack, they headed to the South Sea Islander Hut (local monument) and had the privilege of 

hearing about Mrs Grech’s family and finding two of their names on the memorial plaque.  There were 

some tired legs that night! 

EXCURSION ~ Mackay Botanical Gardens 

Our Prep classes really enjoyed their  

visit from the Mackay Police! 

POLICE VISIT 



After a term of learning about our Pacific neighbours and writing reports about them, Year 3 rounded off 

the term with a Multicultural Day.  It was a fun morning, where the classes were mixed into eight groups 

to participate in activities.  Mrs Tatchell came in and worked on a big cloth that all the children decorated 

with aboriginal symbols.  There was also Samoan Dancing, New Zealand clapping sticks, Photo Booth 

Dress Up, Shell and Sticks Tic Tac Toe, Scratch Boomerangs, Rob the Nest while acting out being different 

animals from Pacific nations, as well as Treasure Island and Pacific Flags bingo.   Thank you to our fantastic 

helpers Mrs Gaviglio, Mrs Taylor and Mrs Hargreaves for ensuring each group ran smoothly.   

Multicultural Day 



          P&F What's Happening  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xmas Fair Twilight Markets 

There will be rides, markets, stalls - you name it... it's there. 

We would love to see everyone help where possible to have this year's Xmas Fair Twilight Markets a success.  Thank you to our 
year co-ordinators who have kindly volunteered to help with organising the help from each year level so we have an amazing 
night in store!  If you are interested in helping out, please keep an ear out for each year level stall requests.   Thank you for 
your help that you can offer - contact SFXM_PandFPresident@rok.catholic.edu.au for any assistance you can provide for the 
night (in addition to the year level requests that are to follow). 

Our raffle sponsorship request form for the fabulous raffle prizes is attached to this newsletter.  Your help is certainly much 
appreciated. 

Term 4 will see the sale of the Christmas fair raffle, with must have prizes.  Term 4 we will also have a call out for Cent sale 
items for collection between 18 to 29 October.   Idea's for donations would be adult friendly prizes such as homewares, nice 
smelly stuff or other items that you think you might like to win. 

We will have ride wrist-bands on sale next term.   

Keep a look out for more information in our upcoming school newsletters. 

Uniform Shop  

Thank you to Mel Figlia for helping with the uniform shop in the UCA on Monday morning.   

That's a wrap for the term and the uniform shop will be available again from Monday mornings in Term 4.  Please don't forget 
your cash! 

 

Upcoming dates 

Tuesday 5 October        First Day of Term 4 

Friday 5 November 5 Xmas Fair Twilight Markets 5pm-9pm 

Friday 3 December   Last day of 2021 school year. 

 
       Did you know?  
  We have two weeks Holidays! Woohoo!  



 



 COMMUNITY NEWS 


