
  TERM 1 WEEK 6 
Friday 2 March, 2018 

  
Week 2 
Wed 22 Jul Pie Drive Collection 
  (surname A-K) 
Thurs 23 Jul Pie Drive Collection 
  (surname L-Z) 
 
Week 3 Catholic Education Week 
 
Week 4 
Mon 3 Aug Report cards available on 
  Parent Lounge 
Fri 7 Aug St Mary of the Cross Prayer 
  Celebration 
 
Week 5 
Fri 14 Aug SHOW HOLIDAY  
 
Week 6 National Science Week 
Mon 17 Aug Premier’s Reading  
  Challenge forms due 
Fri 21 Aug Art Competition Entries 
  Due 
 
Week 7 Book Week 
 
Week 8 Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Fri 4 Sep PUPIL FREE DAY 
Sun 6 Sep Father’s Day 
 
Week 9 Parent/Teacher Interviews 
 
Week 10 
Fri 18 Sept LAST DAY TERM 3 

SFX SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2020 
Mercy Charism, Writing, Problem Solving, Wellbeing and Partnerships 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
A very warm welcome back to everyone.  Where did those holidays go?!  I 
hope you were able to have a restful break and some time together as a 
family. 
 

I would like to begin by saying a big thank you to Helen West who, over the 
holidays,  has done a superb job of making our school look so clean, tidy and 
welcoming.  It is such a pleasure walking into the school grounds each day.  
Thank you Helen.  
 
This term is usually ’chock full’ of activities.  Unfortunately, due to the 
continued mandate of social distancing and restricted numbers on the 
grounds, some of our usual activities will not go forward this term. For 
example, our NAIDOC and Catholic Education Week masses are being live 
streamed for the children to view in their classes.  Our Assemblies will also 
have restrictions as we are not able to accommodate the 1.5m distance 
needed to allow the numbers of parents who have attended in the past.  
Please be patient with us, and when restrictions are lifted, we will gladly 
welcome you back to our assemblies on a Friday.  All of this does not mean 
however, that we are doing absolutely nothing exciting with the children.  We 
will be able to celebrate many events, just not with the parents in attendance.  
We will be able to post photos and perhaps videos on Facebook, so that you 
are able to enjoy from the comfort of your home.  Thank you so much in 
supporting us by following the current guidelines that need to be in place. 
 
This term I would like to welcome 3 new children to our school.  Nathaniel 
(1H) and Joseph (5G) Whittaker have joined us from Eimeo State School and 
Asher Grigg (4LK) joins us from Central State School.  We wish them well in 
their new schools and hope that they and their families feel welcomed in their 
new SFX community. 
 
I would also like to welcome back Miss Shelley Stringer.  Shelley is taking our 
PE classes until the end of the year.  We thank her for accepting the position 
and express our appreciation for the wonderful skills she is imparting upon 
the children. 
  
 
Have a wonderful weekend, 
 
God Bless. 

 
 
 

 
Olivia Rositrolla - Principal  

Friday 17th July 2020 
WEEK 1 

 
SCHOOL MISSION 

STATEMENT 
  

At  
St Francis Xavier School  

we will 
 
 

Learn  
Love 

Live the Gospel 
Witness our Faith 

 and 
Celebrate Life 

TERM THREE 



 

 Assistant Principal Religious Education  
Amanda Griffin 

 
 

DANIEL MORCOMBE CHILD SAFETY CURRICULUM 

Throughout this term, our school will be once again implementing the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum 
with students in all year levels.  The curriculum is based on principles of best practice in child safety education 
and centres around three key messages: Recognise, React and Report. Through a series of lessons, students will 
learn how to recognise, react and report when they are unsafe or find themselves in situations that can have a 
significant detrimental effect on their physical, psychological or emotional wellbeing.  

Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum can be found at www.education.qld.gov.au/
child-safety-curriculum. 

RECOGNISE 

This week we are starting to implement the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum. The first key safety mes-
sage of the curriculum is recognise. Recognise is about being aware of your environment.  

Children, young people and adults can all learn to take notice of what is happening around them to help keep 
themselves safe. Everyone can use clues, such as the things we see, hear, smell or feel to help protect us from 
harm and keep ourselves safe. Clues can be simple things that warn us about a danger, e.g. hearing a fire alarm 
or seeing smoke, that prompt us to react. We can also use clues to prepare for potentially unsafe situations, e.g. 
if we are walking alone at night, then we try to use a well-lit route and avoid secluded lanes or parks.  

When we recognise that there might be a safety problem we can take steps to move away or reduce the risk or 
develop strategies that can help keep us safe. For instance, if you are in a busy environment such as the Ekka or a 
local event where there are big crowds, you might consider what you and your child could do if you became sep-
arated. Strategies could include: going to a highly visible pre-determined meeting spot; writing your phone num-
ber on a card and placing it in your child’s pocket; identifying who your child could approach if they become lost, 
e.g. police, staff at a booth.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

BEANIE DAY - FRIDAY 24TH JULY 

Please wear your beanie on  

Friday 24th July, to raise funds for  

Brain Cancer and support the  

Vinnies Winter Appeal. 

http://www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum
http://www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum


 
MAKING JESUS REAL (MJR) - BELIEVE IN YOURSELF 

 

We begin this term focusing on the MJR topic of Believe in Yourself (BIY).  Throughout this topic our students will 
be looking at their mindset.  Do they have a “fixed mindset” believing that they can’t get any better at things, or 
do they have a “Growth Mindset” realising that things can improve and we can develop our abilities and learn.  If 
you have any great experiences from home about “Growth Mindset” please let me know via email, as we love to 
celebrate the different ways our students are ‘Making Jesus Real’ Amanda_griffin@rok.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
MASS TIMES 
Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton website http://rok.catholic.net.au/ 

Includes updates from Bishop Michael; the diocesan response to COVID 19; prayers and faith 
resources; useful links and lots of other information regarding our diocese.   
Join Bishop Michael for daily mass via the link above.   
 

 
Pentecost Pilgrimage  www.pentecostpilgrimage.com It is a series of talks, prayers and opportunities to chat 

with speakers from all around the world engaged and sharing in the journey to  
Pentecost - a time when the disciples were unsure and fearful of what was happening and 
looked to the Risen Jesus in hope.  Check out the website.  You can register at any time.   

SACRAMENTS 
 
The Sacramental Program will be suspended for this year. We will plan to celebrate First Confession, First Holy 
communion and Confirmation with our students in 2021.   

mailto:Amanda_griffin@rok.catholic.edu.au
http://rok.catholic.net.au/
http://www.pentecostpilgrimage.com


Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 
Jodie Benfer 

 
 

 

REPORTING - SEMESTER 1 2020 
 

Report cards will be available on the Parent Lounge on Monday 3rd August – 4pm. 
 
In looking back over the past two months, we recognise that Terms 1 and 2 2020 have witnessed significant  
disruptions to teaching and learning across Queensland. Increased student absence in Term 1 Weeks 8 and 9, five 
student-free days in Term 1 Week 10 and Learning from Home for the first five weeks of Term 2 have meant  
considerable change to our usual teaching and learning processes. While Learning from Home was based on the 
Australian Curriculum, there were necessary modifications for practical realities in terms of time allocations and 
subjects that were studied. Given the disruption to teaching and learning in Terms 1 and 2 2020, the usual  
practices for academic reporting also need to be adjusted for Semester 1, 2020 to reflect the changed nature of 
learning over this time.  
 
For Semester One 2020 only, our Semester Reports will be adjusted as follows:  
 
• Subjects reported: In keeping with advice provided by the Queensland government and our Diocesan Catholic 
Education Office, the curriculum was narrowed to focus on Religious Education, English, Mathematics, HPE & 
Drama for Prep – Year 6 and Media Arts for Year 3 – Year 6. Hence, these are the subjects that will be reported in 
Semester One.  

• Levels of achievement: We will continue to provide a level of achievement for each subject studied but empha-
sise that the results are indicative and reflect reduced assessment information.  

• Comments: We will provide comments for Religious Education, English and Mathematics as well as an overall 
General Comment.  

• Effort and Attributes of a Life-long Learner: This will remain the same as previous report cards.  

• Timeline: In deciding on when to finalise and distribute reports, we sought to provide additional time for teach-
ers to gather further insights into how student learning was progressing. After consultation with teachers, we 
have decided to have the reports ready for parents to access by Term 3, Week 4.  

• Prep reports: Religious Education, English and Mathematics as well as HPE and Drama will be reported on for 
the Prep students. An ‘effort’ scale will be used to report on The Early Years Curriculum.  

• Modified reports: For students on a modified learning program, reports will be based on the learning goals 
specified in the Individual Learning Plan, developed at the beginning of the year.  

• Attendance: In keeping with advice provided by the Queensland government and our Diocesan Catholic Educa-
tion Office, attendance data will not be reported this semester.  

• Parent-Teacher interviews: The second round of Parent-Teacher interviews will be held towards the end of 
Term 3.  
 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE  
 
DON’T FORGET TO READ, READ, READ!!! 
 

The challenge concludes and forms need to be returned on Monday 17th August 2020. 



STRATEGIC PRIORITIES AND GOALS 2020 - 2022 
 
 

 
 
  

From Wednesday to Friday at lunch time, Year 5 and 6 students have been invited to join our newly formed STEM 

club. STEM combines a variety of skills together with the foundations of Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics. Children need to collaborate with each other to solve challenges each week. This week’s challenge 

was to draw a shape using the Bee Bots. This used sequencing skills and knowledge of angles to draw even the 

simplest of shapes.  
 
Miss Laube - Year 5 

1. Catholic Identity and Ethos          
2. Effective Teaching and Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 

 
1.1 To embed and align Catholic Social  

Teaching and the Mercy charism throughout the 
Curriculum and the Teaching and Learning 

Framework. 
 

 
Goal: To educate our school community on who the founders of 

our school are and what values they have imparted. 

 
2.1  That our school has a culture of data  
informed practice where every student is  

engaged and learning successfully in their own 
ways. 

  

Goal: To embed 6 + 1 Writing Traits to improve  
student writing. To plan and deliver deep learning  
opportunities in Mathematics enabling students to  

become proficient in problem solving strategies and terminology. 

3. Pastoral Support and Wellbeing    

(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and  
Resourcing      

(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

 

3.1 Based on the Diocesan Wellbeing  
Framework implement a student wellbeing 

program that focuses on each child being the 
best version of themselves. 

  

Goal: To identify and enhance the well-being of students through 
the introduction of the BE YOU program (which is under the  

umbrella of the Diocesan Wellbeing Framework) to the school 
community. 

 
4.1 To enhance and develop parent and  

community partnerships to improve student 
learning. 

  

Goal: To educate parents, teachers and students on our school 
priorities and annual goals. 



 
REEF GUARDIAN CLUB - UPCYCLED WINDCHIMES 

 
This term the Reef Guardian Committee have a number of interesting projects that will be happening in and 
around our school. Next week the students will be using recycled bottle caps to create their own windchimes. 
We have been talking about the importance of upcycling materials to create different objects. The students  
discussed how easy it is to look around your kitchen, garage, shed or even your backyard for inexpensive,  
recycled materials. We have been busy cleaning and sorting through all the bottle caps that you all so kindly  
collected for us. We are excited to show you our designs and hope that our unique set of windchimes add some 
personality, colour and maybe even some sweet-sounding music to our garden areas. Stay tuned for the finished 
product. 
 
Reef Guardian Committee 

 

 
 
PLASTIC BOTTLE TOP LID COLLECTION  
 
The Reef Guardian Club is asking for everyone to continue collecting plastic bottle top 
lids! We are collecting the lids to use for a number of lunch time projects, as well as  
creating a future Reef Guardian School Mural.  
 
The collection bin will in the front office near the door. Please ensure the lids are 
washed out before placing them in the bin.  

 
 
 

10 CENT CONTAINER RECYCLING 
 
Don’t forget to recycle your drink containers into the yellow bins! 
 
These bins are for 10 cent items only, such as poppers, water bottles and milk bottles. It 
is very important that the straws and lids are removed before we place them in the  
yellow bin and that the milk bottles are rinsed out .  
 
All money raised will be donated to the Mackay and District Turtle Watch Association.  
 
 

 
 
 



Assistant Principal Administration 
Mary Oxenham 

 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers,  
 
Let’s talk about our school’s Pick up/Drop off Zone!  
 
I am sure I have your undivided attention, as this is quite a contentious issue and we all have an opinion on how 
best to solve the traffic issues associated with our Pick up/Drop off Zone.   
Let’s look at the positives and negatives. 
 
Issues we must consider:  

• We are situated in an extremely busy area of Mackay. 
• Our school has limited land and can only increase this as blocks become available for sale. 
• We are no longer a small school and we need to accommodate the safe dropping off and picking up 

of 560 students. 
• Most of our students are driven to and from school. 
• In the current COVID situation, it is best that we have as few adults on the school grounds as  

possible. 
 

What we are trying to do to help the situation:  
• Teachers on duty in the afternoons has increased to 3 teachers, and on most afternoons, our  

Learning Support teacher and Leadership Team (or most members) 
• We have increased the line marking to make it very clear to students where they must walk to stay as 

far away from the cars, as possible.  
• Parents who are walking into the school to collect students are asked not to use the gates of the  

Pick-Up Zone, to avoid accidents. 
• As of Monday 20 July, all staff will park on the opposite side of the street from the school in  

Mackenzie St. This will hopefully allow parents lining up for the Pick-Up zone to do so without  
holding up the through traffic on Mackenzie St. 

• We have received some assistance from James Bailey (one of our parents, who is a solicitor) about 
the requirements we must fulfil before approaching the Mackay Regional Council about altering the 
parking conditions near our school. We would also like to thank Laura Feldhahn for speaking to the 
Council on this matter and for providing us with the current paperwork and guidelines for us to  
follow. 

 
What you can do to assist us:  
Please do not break traffic rules. 

Please do not park in the driveways of the houses near our school. 

We ask that you do not attempt to cut into the line of cars by driving down Mackenzie St and turning right into 
the Zone.  This is the equivalent of pushing in, to get to the front of the queue.  

We ask that you are patient and considerate of the other parents who are also busy. 

Be kind and considerate of the teachers on duty and follow their requests. 

When in the Zone, please move to the parking bay that is just behind the car in front so as not to have any gaps.  

Ensure your children are ready to get in or out of the car quickly and safely, so as not to hold up other cars. 

We will be watching the Pick- up Zone closely this term, to see if the change in parking for the staff assists the 
traffic flow. We thank our teachers most sincerely for doing this, as it requires them to carry their bags,  
resources, paperwork and books across the road.  We currently have a staff of 63 and car parks in the Staff  
Carpark number 28, so, as you can see, parking is a problem for staff as well as parents.  

We will keep you informed of any further updates of this situation. 



St Francis Xavier Art Competition 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
St Francis Xavier School will be holding our annual Art competition again beginning on Monday 20 July and  
ending on Monday 17 August.    
  
There will be three awards presented in the competition:  

 The Judge’s Choice 
 The People’s Choice 
 The Principal’s Choice 

 
The winning entries will be framed and hung in the school office and the winner of each category will receive a 
small trophy.  Our invited judge, Bradley Short and artist and owner of Milton Framers, will determine the  
winner.  The People’s Choice award will be determined by staff and students.  All students will be given the  
opportunity to vote for their choice by secret ballot through their class. The Principal’s Choice will be awarded by 
Olivia.  
 
The entry may be part of art work that has been completed in class time or it may be an individual’s piece  
completed at home.  Importantly, the work must belong entirely to the student.  Therefore, all entry forms 
must be signed by the student and his/her parent [or teacher – if the work has been done in class] certifying that 
the work is entirely that of the student. 
 
Entries: 

• must be able to be framed and hung 
• maximum size A4 
• A4 art-block paper is provided by the school on request  
• only one entry per person 
• no entry fee 
• no signature on the front of the work until after judging  

 
Entries open on Monday 20 July and close on Monday 17 August. 
Announcement of winners will be made on Parade on 16 September.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Mary Oxenham 
Assistant Principal  Administration 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

ENTRY FORM 
 
NAME:  ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
TITLE OF WORK: …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Child:  I declare that this is entirely my own work   
 
Signature ………………………………………………………………….  Date …………………….. 
 
Parent / Teacher [circle] : 
 
I declare that this is entirely the work of  ………………………………………………………………………. [student’s name] 
 
Signature: ……..……………………. …………………….   Date: ………………… 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

⚽City Brothers Football Club⚽ 

️ 
Seeking Soccer players for the resumption of  

season 2020. 
 

We are calling for 11-14yo to fill the few remaining 
spots (2006-2009) and Senior Women.  

 
Please register online now. Logon to  

http://playfootball.com.au and select where can I 
play.   

From the list tab choose City Brothers Football Club.  
Under 5 through to Senior Men and Women. 

 
Email all enquirers to - info@citybrothersfc.com.au 

St Francis Xavier Majellan Craft 
 

Regretfully, our craft group will not continue 
in Term 3 this year due to Covid19  
and the unpredictability of the virus.  

 A further review will be undertaken towards 
the end of Term 3 regarding Term 4.    

 

Contacts:  Joanne 0418521279, Anne 
0400575900, Joan 0412251541 

Learn To Skate! 
 
If you are interested in learning to skate come on 
down to the Mackay Leisure Centre on Thursdays 
from 4pm to 5pm and get your skate on. The first 
two lessons are free and all abilities and ages 
are welcome. For further information contact 
Mackay Roller Sports Association at  
mrollerhockey@gmail.com or phone Lyle Denman 
on 0432170997.   

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/z3vOC91WLwimON1PCo4z2I?domain=playfootball.com.au
mailto:info@citybrothersfc.com.au
mailto:mrollerhockey@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


