
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SFX SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2021 

Mercy Charism, Writing, Problem Solving, Wellbeing and Partnerships 

Friday 23 July, 2021 

Week  3 

CATHOLIC 
EDUCATION WEEK 

Monday 26 July 
ART COMPETITION 

COMMENCES 

•Sacrament of Confirmation 
6.00pm 

Tuesday 27 July 
•Sacrament of Confirmation 

6.00pm 

•Pete the Sheep Show 
 MECC-Prep 

•Mini Vinnies Justice Day Yr 5 

Wednesday 28 July 
•Catholic Education Mass 

St Patricks Church 

•Official Blessing Catherine    
McAuley College 

•Mackay District Athletics 

Thursday 29 July 
•Mini Vinnies Justice Day Yr 6 

Friday 30 July 
Gold Coin Donation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

SUNDAY 1 JUNE 
OPEN DAY 

 

10.00am—12.00pm 

If you’ve been reading our newsletters over the last four or so school weeks, 

you will be aware that this year, we will be celebrating Catholic Education Week 

in a very special way.  This year, as all of Australia celebrates 200 years of 

Catholic education, representatives from our regional Catholic schools will 

come together on Wednesday, 28 July to thank God and pray for the future of 

our schools, in a mass at St Patrick’s church. During the week our children will 

participate in rotational activities which focus on Catherine McAuley - the 

founder of the Sisters of Mercy as well as our school’s founders – the Sisters of 

Mercy.  Our ‘Act of Kindness’ will be a gold coin donation to Beanies for Brain 

Cancer and Mini Vinnies will speak to our Year 5 and 6 students on Social 

Justice.  Our Open Day, on August 1, will showcase our school and all the 

wonderful things that happen here.  Mary Oxenham (Miss O) has been planning 

and preparing for many weeks for this special occasion and we are very much 

looking forward to seeing current and past students and parents, as well as one 

or two past principals of our school. 

Hope to see you there. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

 

God Bless, 

 

 

 

Olivia 



 

 

 

St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary 
School, Mackay    

               Strategic Priorities 2021 

1. Catholic Identity and Ethos          •  Effective Teaching and Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 

1.1 To embed and align Catholic Social 
Teaching and the Mercy charism 
throughout the Curriculum and the 
Teaching and Learning Framework. 
 

Goal: To educate our school community on who the 
founders of our school are and what values they have 
imparted.  

2.1 That our school has a culture of data 
informed practice where every student is 
engaged and learning successfully in their 
own ways. 

 
Goal: To embed 6 + 1 Writing Traits to improve 
student writing. 
 
Goal: To plan and deliver deep learning opportunities 
in Mathematics enabling students to become 
proficient in problem solving strategies and 
terminology.  

3. Pastoral Support and Wellbeing    

(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and 

Resourcing      

(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

 3.1 Based on the Diocesan Wellbeing 
Framework implement a student 
wellbeing program that focuses on each 
child being the best version of 
themselves. 

 

Goal: To identify and enhance the wellbeing of 
students through the BE YOU program (which is under 
the umbrella of the Diocesan Wellbeing Framework) to 
the school community. 
  

4.1 To enhance and develop parent and 
community partnerships to improve 
student learning. 
 
 
 
Goal: To inform our parent body about our spelling 
practices and changes to spelling homework.  



Assistant Principal Religion Education 

Amanda Griffin  

Catholic Education Week  

25 – 31 July 2021 

Catholic Education Week will be celebrated in Catholic schools in Queensland from 25 – 31 July 2021. 

This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the great things 
that take place in Catholic schools every day.   

The theme for this year’s celebrations is:  A Spirited Tomorrow. 

  

Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider 
community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as 
compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society. 

 

There are 309 Catholic schools in Queensland that educate around 154,000 students and employ more than 
20,000 teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic Education Week in some way.  

Our school is planning a number of activities during the week.  Olivia has mentioned those in her editorial. 

Confirmation Dates 

Monday 26th July  6pm 

Tuesday 27th July 6pm 

BOOKING ONLINE IS ESSENTIAL 

Link for weekend Mass bookings:   

https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF 

PARISH MASS  - BOOKING INFORMATION 

 Link for weekend Mass bookings:   https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF 

 

 Booking availability commence 9am on the Monday previous.  If you are unable to book on 

 line please phone your respective Parish on the phone numbers listed below.  

 For St Patrick’s, St Francis Xavier, St Mary’s and St Michael’s 0460 423 603 or 4957 4807 from 9am to 3pm 
Monday to Friday.  

MASS TIMES 

Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton website http://rok.catholic.net.au/ 

Includes updates from Bishop Michael; the diocesan response to COVID 19; prayers and faith  resources; 
useful links and lots of other information regarding our diocese.  Join Bishop Michael for daily mass via the 
link above.   

https://catholiceducationweek.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Nominees-List-2021-Archdiocese-of-Brisbane.pdf
https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF
https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF
http://rok.catholic.net.au/


Assistant Principal Religion Education 

Amanda Griffin  

DANIEL MORCOMBE CHILD SAFETY CURRICULUM 

Throughout this term, our school will be once again implementing the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Cur-

riculum with students in all year levels.  The curriculum is based on principles of best practice in child safe-

ty education and centres around three key messages: Recognise, React and Report. Through a series of 

lessons, students will learn how to recognise, react, and report when they are unsafe or find themselves 

in situations that can have a significant detrimental effect on their physical, psychological or emotional 

wellbeing.  

Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum can be found at 

www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum. 

RECOGNISE 

This week we are starting to implement the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum. The first key safety 

message of the curriculum is recognise. Recognise is about being aware of your environment.  

Children, young people, and adults can all learn to take notice of what is happening around them to help 

keep themselves safe. Everyone can use clues, such as the things we see, hear, smell, or feel to help pro-

tect us from harm and keep ourselves safe. Clues can be simple things that warn us about a danger, e.g., 

hearing a fire alarm or seeing smoke, that prompt us to react. We can also use clues to prepare for poten-

tially unsafe situations, e.g., if we are walking alone at night, then we try to use a well-lit route and avoid 

secluded lanes or parks.  

When we recognise that there might be a safety problem, we can take steps to move away or reduce the 

risk or develop strategies that can help keep us safe. For instance, if you are in a busy environment such 

as the Ekka or a local event where there are big crowds, you might consider what you and your child 

could do if you became separated. Strategies could include: going to a highly visible pre-determined 

meeting spot; writing your phone number on a card and placing it in your child’s pocket; identifying who 

your child could approach if they become lost, e.g., police, staff at a booth.  

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum


30 July 2021 

Gold Coin Donation 

We know this is the same day as our Beanies for Brain Cancer, but as it is Australia 

wide, we don’t want our students to miss out.  So on Friday 30 July, students can wear 

Green and Gold to show our pride of and support for our Olympic Team and wear a 

beanie and bring a gold coin for Brain Cancer. 

Beanies for Brain Cancer & Green and Gold Day 

Friday 30 July, 2021 



Assistant Principal Administration 

Mary Oxenham  



St Francis Xavier Art Competition 2021 

St Francis Xavier School will be holding our annual Art Competition again beginning on 26 

July and ending on 20 August. There will be three awards presented in the competition: 

       The Judge’s Choice 

       The People’s Choice 

       The Principal’s Choice 

The winning entries will be framed and hung in the school library and the winner of each 

category will receive a small trophy. Our invited judge, Bradley Short an artist and owner of 

Milton Framers, will determine the winner. The People’s Choice award will be determined 

by staff and students. All students will be given the opportunity to vote for their choice by 

secret ballot through their class. The Principal’s Choice will be awarded by Olivia. 

The entry may be part of artwork that has been completed in class time or it may be an 

individual’s piece completed at home. Importantly, the work must belong entirely to the 

student. Therefore, all entry forms must be signed by the student and his/her parent [or 

teacher – if the work has been done in class] certifying that the work is entirely that of the 

student. 

Entries: 

• must be able to be framed and hung 

• maximum size A4 

• A4 art-block paper is provided by the school on request to Mrs Chick in the office 

• only one entry per person 

• no entry fee 

• no signature on the front of the work until after judging  

Entries open on 26 July and close on 20 August. 

Announcement of winners will be made on Assembly in Week 10. 



Assistant Principal Curiculum 

Jodie Benfer  

Clear Learning at St Francis Xavier – Success Criteria 

Two of the ways we make learning clear at St Francis Xavier are through 

providing explicit learning intentions and success criteria. In a previous 

newsletter article, I explained the purpose of making learning clear to 

students. Learning intentions were described as the learning that is intended 

for the students to achieve.  

From reading this article, I hope you come away with a clearer 

understanding of Success Criteria.  

The success criteria are the checklist used by teachers and students to determine if the students have successfully 

achieved the learning intention/goal. Together, teachers and students co-construct the success criteria developed 

from the learning intentions. This demonstrates that all students are aware of what they will need to do to 

ensure that they successfully achieve their learning goal. At the same time, it also provides teachers with 

feedback about their own teaching and, whether or not students have successfully understood what has been 

taught. If it appears that they do not have a clear understanding about any part of the learning, teachers know 

that this will need to be retaught to ensure that all students feel success in their learning.  

Teachers provide exemplars (excellent quality examples of the finished product) so that students can see what 

success will look like. For example, to show students very clearly what is expected in their writing, the teacher 

may share whole and parts of various narrative stories with students, depending on the focus of the lesson.  

Students use the success criteria to self and peer-assess their learning. When this happens, students are more 

likely to take control or ownership of their learning, to see what they are doing well and where they need to go 

next in their learning. The success criteria must be very clear for this assessment to take place. This is the 

opportunity for educators to sit with their students and view the success criteria as if they were the child and 

make adjustments if needed. 

“When teaching and learning are visible, there is a greater likelihood of students reaching higher levels of achievement.”  

(John Hattie 2012) 



SPELLING AT SFX 
Late last term a survey was sent out to all parents asking your opinion on our changes to spelling over 

the past twelve months. After collating all the responses, we have found some specific areas that I will 

spend the next few weeks exploring in further detail via our weekly newsletter. Below is a recap of our 

spelling approach. 

Spelling through Inquiry is essentially a thinking process that requires learners to notice patterns in 
words, make connections and draw conclusions about words. It is an approach that draws upon Inquiry 
Learning to build student's skills and understanding in using the 5 key spelling strategies.  
 
This approach is about fostering and developing students' curiosity about words, in terms of: 

• where words come from 

• what they mean 

• how they are constructed, and 
how they are connected to other words 
What does a word-conscious classroom look like? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VF4-6qj91-Q&t=45s&ab_channel=NelsonPrimaryVideo 

Explanation of the Five Key Spelling Strategies 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AKk_9uyIvs&t=147s&ab_channel=NelsonPrimaryVideo 

https://thinkingpathwayz.weebly.com/inquiry-based-learning.html
https://thinkingpathwayz.weebly.com/inquiry-based-learning.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VF4-6qj91-Q&t=45s&ab_channel=NelsonPrimaryVideo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AKk_9uyIvs&t=147s&ab_channel=NelsonPrimaryVideo


How Can I Help My Child with Spelling at Home? 

Wondering how you can help with your child’s spelling at home? Our classroom teachers explicitly use the five 

key strategies: sound, visual, meaning, connecting, and checking. Bringing students’ attention to these strategies 

develops each student’s disposition for solving words when writing, teaching them HOW to spell rather than 

WHAT to spell, that is, just memorizing words. 

An awareness that you can 

write some words by thinking 

about the way they look is a 

useful strategy to develop. 

For example, clusters of 

letters appear in predictable 

patterns in words, and words 

or word parts keep a visual 

relationship to other words 

having similar meaning such 

as sign, signature. 

Children need to be made 

aware that they can write 

many words by thinking 

about the sounds in the 

word. This gives possible 

spellings, but it must be 

confirmed by ‘does it look 

right?’ (visual) or checking 

the meaning parts of the 

word). 

Thinking about the structure 

of words and their meaning 

and developing an awareness 

of the meaning patterns in 

words will assist students to 

write many words. 

You can use what you know 

about one word to work out a 

new word. The use of the 

connection strategy is often 

referred to as spelling by 

analogy or developing a 

mental dictionary. It 

involves the ability to 

manipulate and think about 

words. It includes thinking 

about how you figure out 

what to do when you want to 

spell an unknown word, then 

checking to see if it worked. 

Making connections between 

words enhances students’ 

ability to apply their word 

knowledge in different 

contexts. 

Please try these strategies with your child when they bring home their homework sheet! 



      Premier’s Reading Challenge 

This year, our school will again participate in the Premier’s Reading Challenge. The Premier's Reading 

Challenge is not a competition but a way to encourage students to develop a love of reading for life. 

Children and students who complete the challenge have their efforts recognised through the receipt of a 

Certificate of Achievement signed by the Premier of Queensland. Early childhood centres will also receive 

a centre-wide certificate of recognition for their involvement. 

For a student to successfully complete the Premier's Reading Challenge they are required to read or 

experience the number of books indicated below: 

• Prep to Year 2—read or experience 20 books. 

• Years 3 to 4—read 20 books. 

• Years 5 and above —read 15 books. 

The reading period for the 2021 Premier's Reading Challenge commences on Monday 10th May and 

closes Friday 27th August. A reading log has now been given to each student to fill out at home when they 

complete a book. Please keep this reading log safe when students are recording their books as it will be 

due back to school around Week 7 of Term 3. Please let your classroom teacher know if you require a 

new log. 

Miss Tayhla Wood (5W) and Miss Shannon Cross (2C) 

DATE CLAIMER:  Children’s Book Week – Week 7 

We will celebrate Children’s Book Week for 2021 from Monday 23rd to Friday 27th of August.  

Term 3 in the library is dedicated to celebrating Children's Book Week and the books that have been 
shortlisted for the Children's Book of the Year awards. 

The children will be involved in a Book Week dress up day on Friday 27th August. Our Book Fair will be 
during Week 9 – further details will be out soon. 

Don’t forget to visit the library and/or encourage your children to take a look at our library board display 
and the shortlisted children’s books for 2021. 



This year in Drama, we have enjoyed exploring 

Movement and Facial Expressions to create a role. 

We have participated in many games and activities to 

hone our Public Speaking, Improvisation and 

Performance skills. The children have shown great 

interest in the “Little People Big Dreams “ series 

where they have learned about the famous artists 

Elton John, Aretha Franklin, Stevie Wonder and 

Audrey Hepburn and the adversities they faced in 

life. Dance Fever began with great excitement this 

term and we are very fortunate to have Marita and 

Drey leading our classes. We are already well and 

truly into our ever popular Hip Hop routine with the 

Samba and Paso Doble shaping up nicely as we work 

towards our Inter-school Dance Challenge.  

Maree Poots—Arts Teacher 

P-2 Drama & Dance Fever  

Mackay Primary Schools Mathematics Competition 

On Friday 23 July, a team of five students (Chase Grogan, Edward Bailey, Nate Faulkner, Tessa Jones-

Trifelly and Natarsha Langfeldt) headed to St Joseph’s Primary School to participate in the Mackay 

Primary Schools Mathematics Competition. A total of 38 teams of five, consisting of year 5 and 6 

students, gathered to compete and test their collective Mathematical skills. Teams competed in two 

‘Challenges’; a Team Challenge  working together as a team on 12 questions and a Relay Challenge 

working in pairs to compete 20 questions, both with a time limit. Although the team didn’t place, they 

represented St Francis with excellence and are to be congratulated for their wonderful efforts.  



 




