
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Term 3 Week 4 
 

Dear Parents/Care Givers,  
 

This coming Monday, 8th August, we celebrate the Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. 
Mary MacKillop was born in 1842 in Fitzroy, Melbourne. On 8 August 1909, she died, having 
suffered a disabling stroke in 1902. Inspired by a meeting with Fr. Julian Tenison Woods, Mary 
MacKillop took her vows at the age of 25 and the religious name, “Mary of the Cross”.  
In doing so, she founded the congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph. Soon after taking her 
religious vows, Mary MacKillop founded several schools. Within five years of taking her vows and 
founding the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Mary had established over 30 schools 
in South Australia. By that time, more than 100 women had joined the Sisters of Saint Joseph. 
Mary MacKillop was very conscious of the plight of the poor and the needy. She worked with families that lived in 
isolated areas of Australia. As a result, Mary MacKillop pioneered a new form of religious life in Australia and 
commenced a “system” of “Josephite” schools that would provide education, especially for the children of the poor.  
Mary MacKillop is Australia’s first saint and we will commemorate this amazing woman with a special prayer 
celebration led by the Year 4 teachers and children at 11:30am in the church.   
Please join us if you can. 
God Bless, 
Olivia 

TERM 3 
8 August  St Mary of the Cross MacKillop prayer celebration @ 11:30 lead by Year 4 
9 August  P & F Meeting in staffroom @ 6:00pm 
10 – 12 August  Jodie Benfer in Rockhampton for APC Conference 
13 August  Sacrament of Confirmation & Eucharist @ 6:30pm – SFX church 
14 August  Sacrament of Confirmation & Eucharist @ 9:00am – SXF church 
19 August  Regional Principals’ meeting 
   Art Competition entries close 
23 August  Board meeting 
26 August  Book Week dress up 
   Disco 6 – 7:30pm (own choice theme) 
30 & 31 August  Fathers’ Day stall 
31 August  Year 2 HaSS excursion  
1 September  Fathers’ Day prayer celebration & morning tea 
   National Indigenous Literacy Day 
2 September  PUPIL FREE DAY  
4 September  HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY  
5 – 7 September Year 5 camp 
5 – 9 September Book Fair 
7 September World Duchenne Awareness Day – 

wear yellow 
9 September  TWILIGHT MARKETS 
14 September  SFX swimming carnival 
15 September  Dance concert 
16 September  LAST DAY OF TERM 

 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2022 
Catholic Social Teaching      Mercy Charism      Spelling      Reading       Wellbeing and Sustainability 

 

 

 
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2022 

Catholic Social Teaching, Mercy Charism, Spelling, Reading, Wellbeing and 
Sustainability 

Reflection from Pope Francis 
Peace in our homes, our families, our 

schools and communities. 

Peace in all those places where war never 

seems to end. 

Peace for those faces which have known 

nothing but pain. 

 



  

PARENTS ENTERING THE SCHOOL GROUNDS DURING LUNCH BREAKS 
This is a reminder to all parents, that if you are visiting the school for any reason during a lunch break, you 
are to firstly sign in at the office.  We had an incident this week where parents came to give their child 
medicine while the child was outside playing, bypassing the office.  This is a definite ‘please do not do 
this’ situation.  Our teachers do not know every parent in the school and as a Student Protection and WHS 
requirement – you must sign in at the office so that we are aware of who is on our grounds at any one 
time.  I ask you to please follow the rules so that we can keep our children safe! 
  

 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH, WEST MACKAY SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & EUCHARIST 

WILL TAKE PLACE ON… 
 

Saturday 13th 6:30pm August 

Sunday 14th 9am August 

 
 

 

Daniel Morcombe Curriculum 
REACT 
Over the last two weeks our students were learning to recognise if they were safe or unsafe in the Daniel 
Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum. Our safety lessons will now be focusing on the second safety 
message: react. 
When children recognise that they are in an unsafe situation, we encourage them to think about what 
they could do to be safe again. They will have opportunities to think about ways to react using real-life 
scenarios. Our students will also learn that breaking the rules (e.g., saying no to an adult who is behaving 
inappropriately) is sometimes necessary so that they can become safe again.  
Please take the time to talk with your children about what they have been learning about safety and, in 
particular, the ways they could react if they are unsafe to make themselves safe again. Talking with your 
child about ways to stay safe will help them to develop life-long safety skills. 

 
In an effort to reduce a risk of accidents, we ask all parents to use the gate near the prep 
classrooms, when entering or leaving the school in the afternoons, whilst the Pickup Zone 
is in full swing. We have found the gate way becomes quite congested, parents sometimes 
walk between the cars, and some parents call their children across the line of cars. This 
is an accident 
waiting to happen! 
Please help us keep 
your children safe 

and help us model to them best road 
safety practice. 
 

 

 

 



  

EZ Japanese visits St Francis Xavier
This week we have had the privilege of a visit from Kiyomi 

- EZ Japanese to present the Tyke-Oh Drumming Program 

to all our students. The children experienced a true 

Japanese Sensei (Teacher) and how the Japanese people 

teach their students.  

Every child had the experience of being immersed in the Japanese culture 

by learning how to play the Taiko drum and the importance of teamwork and 

manners. When they entered Sensei Kiyomi’s dojo they learnt the art of 

drumming in time. Kiyomi explained that Taiko (drum) drumming was just as physical as any martial arts 

program. 

 

 

 

 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE IS DUE BACK TO CLASSROOM TEACHERS 

ON FRIDAY 26th AUGUST 

 
 

Navomi Nobi who participated in our recent Mackay schools 
Mathematics Challenge.  Novomi has also been elected by 
her classmates as class captain for Term 3. 



  

Year One has had a very busy start to Term 3! Each class begins our day with a variety of ‘Welcome Circles’ 
to create a happy and positive start to the day. One such circle is, as we mark the roll, we say good morning to 
each other around the room, while passing our classroom pet creature from one student to another.  
We have begun our literacy activities which are each morning, running from Monday through to Thursday. 
Students are working in groups doing spelling, improving writing skills, guided reading and Sunshine Books 
Online.  We also have math rotations on a Friday. These activities cover many areas of our learning in 
Mathematics.  
In our science lessons, we have put on our scientist caps and are experimenting with different types of materials 
and observing how they can change, using such elements as heat and cooling. Recently, we had a Popcorn 
Challenge! The teachers had a popcorn machine each and they had a race to see who could pop the first bit of 
corn. It was a fun way of observing how heat can create a physical change to one of our favourite snacks! Much 
to Mrs. Stark’s disappointment, Mrs. Crathorne was the popcorn queen at the end of the challenge!  
Last but not least, today we participated in a Tyke-Oh Drumming lessons with a sensei (teacher) from Japan. 
We learned so much about this special type of Japanese drumming and made lots of noise! 

  



  

  
Term 3 Week 4 Awardees 

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More importantly, come and have your voice heard.  Next meeting is in the 
staffroom @ 6:00pm, 9th August. 
 
 
 

 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 



  

 


