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Dear Students, Families and the community of St Francis Xavier,  

 

Welcoming Our Special Visitors 

This week, our school community was delighted to welcome three very special guests: Bishop Michael, Bishop of Rockhampton Diocese; 
Michael McCusker, Director of Catholic Education, and David Paul, Assistant Director of Schools for the Northern Region. 

Their visit brought a wonderful sense of excitement and pride across our school. Bishop Michael spent time speaking with students, asking 
questions about their learning, their faith journey and their preparation for Sacraments.  

Our guests also enjoyed a guided tour of the school and had the opportunity to engage in meaningful conversations with our school leaders. 

We are grateful for their time, encouragement and genuine interest in the life of our school. Visits like these remind us of the strong 
partnerships that support our mission and help our students flourish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With warmest regards,  

Amanda Griffin 

 
 
 

 

Week 4 

Monday 16 Feb: » Assembly ~ 8.30am ~ UCA 

Tuesday 17 Feb: » Parent Engagement Team Meeting 

    SFX Staffroom~6.00pm-7.30pm 

   » Pancake flip-off 

Wednesday 18 Feb: » Ash Wednesday Parish Mass ~ 8.30am 

Thursday 19th Feb: » Mercy Awards 8:30am 

Friday 20 Feb: » BISHOP’S INSERVICE DAY 

      (Pupil Free Day) 

 

    

 
Friday 13 February 2026 

Week 3 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2026 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, PRIORITIES and GOALS 2026 

 

Week 5 

Monday 23 Feb: » Assembly ~ 8.30am ~ UCA 

   » Reconciliation Workshop 1 ~ 3.15am 

Wednesday 25 Feb: » Parish Mass ~ 8.30am 

Friday 27 Feb: » Assembly ~ 8.30am-(Year 5RG Prayer) 

   » Colour Run Launch  

     

  

 



FROM THE APRE 

BISHOP’S INSERVICE DAY 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

Each year staff from all Catholic Schools attend an Inservice 
Day as part of their professional development. This day will take 
place on Friday 20 February. This will be a Pupil Free Day for 
students, as all staff are required to attend, the school office 
will be closed.

This year's theme will focus on ‘Religious Identity and Culture’. 
The speakers will include Bishop Michael McCarthy and Diocesan Director of Catholic 
Education, Mr Michael McCusker. Staff will participate in a variety of workshops 
presented by different guest speakers. 

We look forward to this opportunity to nourish our personal faith development during this day. 

 

OPENING SCHOOL MASS  

Our school community gathered this week for our Opening Mass. The theme, “Let Their Light Shine,” invited us 
all—students, staff, and families—to reflect on the unique gifts each person brings to our community and how we 

can use them to brighten the lives of others. 

Our Year 6 students led the Mass with reverence and maturity. 
Their leadership was a wonderful example of the theme in 
action, and we are incredibly proud of the way they 
represented our school. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Father Sijo for presiding 
over the Mass and sharing his thoughtful message with us. His 
presence helped make the celebration both meaningful and 
memorable. 

A sincere thank you also goes to the many parents and families 
who joined us. Your support and participation is truly valued. 

As we begin this new school year, may we all continue to let 
our light shine brightly. 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY 

Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday.  The word 'shrove' comes from a Roman Catholic practice. 
To 'shrive' meant going to confess your sins and being absolved by a priest. In the past, a 'shriving' bell was 
rung on Shrove Tuesday to call people to church to confess their sins before lent began.  People would use up 
all the “rich” treat foods in their cupboards, one way of using up all these ingredients was to make 
pancakes.  These foods would be used up as Lent is a time for sacrifice and fasting, so people would give up 
certain treat foods. 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent.  You will see the church use the colour purple and the students will change their prayer tables in 
their classrooms to the colour purple. This occurs because purple symbolises repentance and penance.  Throughout lent we try to remember 
the words of Jesus and his call for prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  During Lent we are called to pray, perhaps this is something we don’t often 
do, prayer is an important way to build a relationship with God.  Fasting can be that we give something up for the period of Lent, something 
that is difficult for us, something that will challenge us.  Almsgiving is simply looking to see how we can help others, what can we do in this 
season of Lent to help those less fortunate than us, we can put our ice block money in the mission box, we can donate things to charity, we 
can make sure everyone is included at playtime.  

  

 

 

 



ASH WEDNESDAY MASS 

Wednesday 18 February 
8.30AM in the church 
Students in Year 4 – 6 will attend the Ash Wednesday Mass with the 
parish. 
Parents are warmly invited to attend our parish mass. 
 

 

PASTORAL GROUPS
Our students participate in Pastoral Groups.  These groups will occur three times throughout the term on a Friday 
afternoon.  The students will be a mix of Prep – Year 6, all our Year 6 students will have the opportunity to be leaders 
within these groups.  The pastoral groups will be with the same teacher each week.  There will be a variety of activities 
taking place within these groups, these will be organised by our Club Teachers and the student club leaders.  We will 
begin our first Pastoral group in Week 4.  

 

 

Sacramental Program 2026 

Reconciliation  

On Monday, 23rd February, we will begin our Sacramental Program with the students participating in the first Reconciliation workshop. 

Parents and students, please meet outside the Year 4 – 6 classrooms for a 3.15pm start. 

Each workshop will run for approximately one hour. 

Please note – The students will participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation with Father, on Wednesday, 11th March, 6pm in St Francis 
Xavier Church. 

If you have any questions, please contact, Karen Gaviglio: email address: karen_gaviglio@rok.catholic.edu.au 

mailto:karen_gaviglio@rok.catholic.edu.au


Storm Safety Reminder for Families 

At St Francis Xavier (SFX) we have established storm safety procedures that we follow whenever severe weather impacts 
our school day. These procedures are designed to keep students, staff and families safe, particularly during busy pick-
up times. 

Last Thursday’s significant storm arrived right on home 
time, and many families understandably gathered under 

the undercover areas while waiting for the weather to ease. We appreciate 
everyone’s patience and cooperation. 

For everyone’s safety, we kindly ask parents and carers to discourage children 
from running through pooled rainwater or standing out in the open during storms, 
even while waiting. Sudden weather changes, lightning, strong winds and slippery 
surfaces can all present risks. 

To help make pick-up smoother during wet weather, we recommend: 

• Bringing an umbrella and raincoat if storms are forecast 
• Moving promptly and safely to your vehicle when possible 
• Supporting your child to follow safe behaviour during storms 

Thank you for working with us to keep our school community safe. If you ever have questions about our procedures, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

                NAPLAN 2026 

Year 3 and Year 5 students will complete the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing. Students complete a 
series of four online tests (Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and Numeracy) during week 8 and 9 of this term. All tests are completed 
online using our school iPads, except for Year 3 writing, which is with paper and pencil). Results are anticipated to be returned early in 
Semester 2. This process is important and helps gauge student progress and achievement in these testing areas, as well as assists in 
indicating areas for improvement for our school. We recommend and encourage all students to be involved and do their best but re-iterate 
that it is a point in time test. 

Year 3 and 5 students will participate in a Practice Test on Monday 2nd March. 

Please ensure your child is at school on this day, as it will give the students an opportunity to engage in a writing test and an Omnibus Test 
(mixture of questions from all the other NAPLAN tests). This is a good way to ease your child into what NAPLAN testing is all about and be 
familiar with using specific skills/tools on the iPad. 

Please notify the classroom teacher if your child will be away on this day. There will be no catch-up tests – you will be directed by the classroom 
teacher to visit the public demonstration site - https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site. 

Below is our St Francis NAPLAN Schedule. NAPLAN tests will take place from March 11th – 16th. We are aiming for all tests to be completed in 
the first 4 days with catch-up tests being set until Monday 23rd March. 

Wednesday 

11/3 

Thursday 

12/3 

Friday 

13/3 

Monday 

16/3 

Tues 17th March – 
Monday 23rd 

March 

Years 3 & 5 
Writing 

Years 3 & 5 
Reading 

Years 3 & 5 
Conventions of 

Language 

Years 3 & 5 
Numeracy 

Catch Up Tests 

 

If your child is away on any of the test dates or testing period, please ensure you notify your teacher as soon as possible. If they are 
sick on the set tests day, I will be supervising their testing when they return to school. 

 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS FOR PREP—YEAR 6 

Prep - Year 6 teachers will be holding their Parent/Teacher Interviews in weeks 8 - 10 of Term 1. The interviews will be 10mins long. All 
appointment times will be booked through Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit. Year 2F will be having their interviews in weeks 7 & 8. 

 Please check to make sure you are able to access Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit before the interview dates. If you are having issues with this, 
please speak to Leigh Batchelor or Amanda Scriha in our administration office.  

 Once you have selected your interview time, I encourage you to record this somewhere important, so you arrive to your child’s interview at 
the correct time. If you need to check the time that you have selected, you are able to log in to Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit and click on the 
Parent Teacher Interviews tab and your interview times will be displayed on the screen. 

 

Please remember that interviews are organised so parents and teachers can chat about each child’s progress and challenges. It is 
encouraged that your child is not present in the classroom whilst the interview is taking place. Either arrange for them to be cared for or they 
will be required to sit quietly outside of the classroom – no playgrounds or other school areas are to be used. 

 

Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit – Open for bookings: end of Week 6 to the end of Week 7 

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site


Love Faith Mercy    Excellence

 



 

  
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Friday – 8.00am to 4.00pm 

 
Students who arrive late to school are to be signed in at the school office by a parent/carer. 

 
Students who are picked up before 3.00pm must also be signed out of the office by a parent/carer. 

 
 

Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2027 school year. Children born between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022, are eligible to 
commence Prep in 2027.  Enrolment applications are to be completed online.  All new and existing families, please complete the online 
application by visiting our school’s website and clicking on the enrolments tab.  The St Francis Xavier school website is 
http://www.sfxmrok.catholic.edu.au/  

 

STUDENT ABSENCES  

Student absences can be advised in the following ways: 

• Parent Orbit App or Parent Lounge 
• Phoning our student absence line 
• Phoning the office on 49948275 
• Emailing through the absence to sfxm@rok.catholic.edu 

Please contact the school as early as possible if your child/ren are absent from school. We will require an explanation for any absence of a 
pupil, and this will be recorded into our student data system, for example, because of illness etc. If the school has not been advised, you will 
receive a text message requesting an explanation for the absence of your child. If your child has been sick before school, it is important they 
stay home to save spreading illnesses to other students. 

 
 
 

http://smmrok.catholic.edu.au/enrolments.php
http://www.sfxmrok.catholic.edu.au/


STUDENT MEDICATION 
 
All medications administered during school hours require a completed medication form signed by the parent/carer. These are available 
from the school office.  Medication needs to be labelled by a pharmacist with the student’s name and dosage listed on it.  At no stage are 
students to have medication in their school bag. 

ALL MEDICATION MUST BE BROUGHT INTO THE OFFICE BY A PARENT/CARER, NOT THE STUDENT. 
 

   

NEWS FROM THE TUCKSHOP  

Upcoming Special Events 

These can be found in the Special Events Section; orders are now open for these events. You must select the date of the event first 
and then complete your options.  

Pancake Tuesday – 17 February (Second Break) 

$2.00 per pancake, these are the size of McDonalds Pancake and there are options to include jam and butter. We will offer Gluten Free 
Pancakes as well. All profits raised will go to CARITAS. 

Ash Wednesday – 18 February (First Break) 

 We will offer Fish from Vellas on Sydney for this day - Crumbed, Battered or Grilled as a piece or on a burger/wrap/sandwich. All profits 
raised will go to CARITAS. 

St Patrick’s Day – 17 March (Second Break) 

We will have green jelly with a coin chocolate or a green lamington. All profits raised will go to Earthcare. 
We have a letterbox out the front of the tuckshop for suggestions or just pop in and meet us to organise days you can help. 

 

 

SECONDHAND UNIFORM SHOP 

Thank you to the wonderful parents who have kindly donated uniforms to be sold. If you wish to donate, you may leave uniforms at the front 
office. We are currently seeking larger sizes in all items. If your child needs a jumper, there’s plenty in stock now so get in quick before they 
sell. Open FRIDAY.  

 



 

 

SFX HOCKEY – please fill in the form below to show your child’s interest in playing 
hockey for SFX in 2026.  This is a fantastic opportunity to play in a team sport, 

fitness & to make lifelong friends. 

https://form.jotform.com/260248030238045  

 

Regards, David Serginson ~ SFX Hockey Co-ordinator 

 

https://form.jotform.com/260248030238045

