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Dear Students, Families and the community of St Francis Xavier,  

 

There is a Chinese proverb I’ve always loved, the story of The Cracked Pot. In the tale, a water bearer carries two pots along a pole each day. 
One pot is perfect, the other has a crack. By the time they reach the master’s house, the cracked pot has leaked half its water and feels 
ashamed for not measuring up to its flawless companion. 

One day, the water bearer gently points out the wildflowers blooming along the path. “Those flowers,” he says, “are there because of your 
crack. You watered them every day without even knowing it.” What the pot saw as a flaw had quietly created beauty. 

I think about this story often, especially in a school community like ours, full of wonderfully different children, staff and families.  

It’s a reminder that, every one of us carries “cracks,” imperfections, quirks and challenges.  Those very differences shape the unique 
contributions we make and what we sometimes view as shortcomings can become unexpected strengths. 

As a school, we are committed to nurturing an environment where every child feels seen, valued and celebrated not despite their 
differences, but because of them. Whether a student is a deep thinker, a creative dreamer, a quiet observer, or a bold risk-taker, each brings 
something irreplaceable to our community. 

My hope is that we continue to model this mindset for our children. Let’s show them that flaws don’t diminish us; they shape us. They help 
us grow empathy. They help us create beauty along the path. 

Thank you for walking this journey with us, cracks and all. Together, we make something extraordinary. 

 

With warmest regards,  

Amanda Griffin ~ Acting Principal 

 
 
 
 

 

Week 8 

Mon 16 – 20 March:  » Parent /Teacher Meetings 

Mon 16 March:  » Assembly ~ 8.30am ~ UCA 

    » NAPLAN 

    » Confirmation Workshop 1 

     3.15pm (Years 4-6 building) 

Tues 17 March:  » St Patrick’s Day 

     (Green shirts & accessories, school 

    shoes & food tuckshop special) 

Frid 20 March:  » Cross Country (House Shirts) 

    » Pastoral Groups - Harmony Day 

Sat 21 March:   » Harmony Day 

 

    

 

 

    

 

  

 

 
Friday 13 March 2026 

Week 7 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2026 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, PRIORITIES and GOALS 2026 

 

Week 9 

Mon 23 March: » Assembly ~ 8.30am ~ UCA 

Wed 25 March: » Parish Mass ~ 8.30am 

Fri 27 March:  » Assembly 8.30am (Year 4B prayer) 

   » COLOUR RUN 

     

   

     

  

 



 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Our school community will be participating in Stations of the Cross on 
Tuesday, 31st March at 10.00am in the church. 

Each year level will be given a Station to recreate in a ‘freeze’ position 
while the students read the message to explain each Station. 

Year 2-6 will recreate each Station and Year 1 will sing the final 
hymn.  Our prep students will be watching this year as they learn the Stations of the Cross. 

Parents are warmly invited to attend this important story of Jesus’ way of the cross. 

 

 
SACRAMENTS 

 
It was a wonderful celebration at St Francis Xavier Church on Sunday.  We thank Ms Gaviglio for preparing our 60 students to be enrolled for 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation.  We look forward to watching these students and their families deepen their 
understanding of their faith and become full members of our Catholic Church. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

On Wednesday evening, our parish gathered as 56 children participated in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It was a wonderful occasion 
where our student showed reverence and were reflective throughout the evening. 

Their participation reflected the preparation they have undertaken over the past weeks, and we want to give a huge thank you to our teachers, 
Mrs McLean, Miss Cook, Mrs Kynaston, Mrs Goodman and Mrs Douglas, who volunteered their time to prepare out students beautifully. 

What made the celebration even more meaningful was the presence of so many families. Seeing our community come together to support 
the children highlighted the shared commitment to nurturing their faith journey. 

We congratulate all the students on this important step and thank everyone who helped make the celebration so memorable.  We look forward 
to the next stage of their sacramental journey as the students begin their workshops for Confirmation and Eucharist. 

 

 

 

Our Monty the Monstar Fun Run Fundraiser is officially underway! 

Students now have their sponsorship booklet and can jump online to 
create their profile at myprofilepage.com.au. 

The first class with all students registered, will receive an ice 
block. 

Students must have a profile page to participate in the Colour Fun 
Run. 

The money raised through this fundraiser is used throughout the year 
to make donations to a variety of charities that are supported by the 
school, such as St Vincent de Paul, Caritas, Ronald McDonald House 
etc.  

 

Awesome prizes are waiting! Raise just $10 to score your first reward—or choose to donate to a great cause. It’s all up to you! 

 

 

http://www.myprofilepage.com.au/


 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER FACEBOOK PAGE

Our school’s Facebook page gives us wonderful opportunities to disseminate information to parents, share photos of 

school events and classroom activities, send reminders for upcoming events, and congratulate students for a variety 

of milestones. 

We would like to sincerely thank all the parents who write positive comments about the posts we upload.  

We have one request – Please do not ask questions in the comments section of our posts with the expectation that a staff member or another 
parent will answer those questions. We have found that, at times, incorrect information has been given, and this has resulted in confusion for 
others. 

If you are unsure about the information on the post, please contact our school on 49511861 or contact your child’s teacher via email. If your 
teacher cannot answer the question, they will forward your question to the appropriate staff member.  

We are grateful to the many parents who use our Facebook page to congratulate students for their achievements and/or thank staff members. 

We do ask that you do not use our Facebook page to vent your disapproval of school decisions or make comments that may be perceived as 
negative. We are very happy to receive feedback, or hear your thoughts and ideas, we simply ask that you do so via email, a face-to-face 
interview, or a phone call.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 NAPLAN 2026 

 

 

 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS FOR PREP—YEAR 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep - Year 6 teachers will be holding their Parent/Teacher Interviews in weeks 8 - 10 of Term 1. The interviews will be 10mins long. All 
appointment times will be booked through Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit. Year 2F will be having their interviews in weeks 7 & 8. 

 Please check to make sure you can access Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit before the interview dates. If you are having issues with this, please 
speak to Leigh Batchelor or Amanda Scriha in our administration office.  

 Once you have selected your interview time, I encourage you to record this somewhere important, so you arrive at your child’s interview at 
the correct time. If you need to check the time that you have selected, you are able to log in to Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit and click on the 
Parent Teacher Interviews tab and your interview times will be displayed on the screen. 

 

Please remember that interviews are organised so parents and teachers can chat about each child’s progress and challenges. It is 
encouraged that your child is not present in the classroom whilst the interview is taking place. Either arrange for them to be cared for or they 
will be required to sit quietly outside of the classroom – no playgrounds or other school areas are to be used. 

 

Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit – Open for bookings: end of Week 6 to the end of Week 7  
Senior Regional First Nations Education Liaison  Officer 

 
 
 

Monday 16 March Tuesday 17 – Monday 23 March 

Years 3 & 5 Numeracy Catch Up Tests 



 

PICK UP AND DROP OFF ZONE REQUIREMENTS 

The Pick-up and Drop-off Zones are available for use by parents of Year 1 – 6 students.  There are procedures parents must follow for the 

safety of our students. 

• Do not leave your car to help your children with bags or to strap them in.  If your child cannot do this alone, then you need to park your 

car and collect them. 

• PLEASE adhere to the ‘no standing’ times for some of our car parks– morning and afternoon, as you turn into Mackenzie St from Bridge 

Road. 

• If your child is late to the Pick-Up Zone and the teacher on duty cannot locate them, you will be asked to move on.  Please do so 

respectfully. 

• Please ensure your child is aware they are being collected from the Pickup Zone. 

• When walking in to collect your child, DO NOT use the Pickup Zone gate, please use the Prep entrance. This is to limit the number of people 

near moving vehicles. 

• Please see the diagram below which shows how to use this area safely.  

• Prep children are allowed to use the Pickup Zone from Term 3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FROM OUR SENIOR REGIONAL FIRST NATIONS EDUCATION LIAISON 

OFFICER
Week 6 started great with the annual Breakfast Yarns.  This event brings First Nations families together for a meet and greet over some 
delicious food. Students are also able to show families recent classroom work including art and writing. 

Connecting with families and creating opportunities bring First Nations peoples into our school is a key area within our Reconciliation Action 
Plan which we look forward to every year.  We hope you enjoyed the morning. 

Kind regards, Karlie Tatchell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM PREP 

The Preps thoroughly enjoyed their first excursion to the MECC on Friday to watch the 
performance of ‘Where is The Green Sheep?’.  They were captivated by the live performance 
and amazed at the puppets and actors which told this familiar ‘bedtime’ story written by Mem 
Fox and Judy Horocek.  Our favourite parts were the Star Sheep and when the Bath Sheep blew 
its bubbles.  We also loved the puppets coming close to us and being able to ask questions 
about how the props moved around the stage.  A big thankyou to Monkeybaa Theatre Company 
and all the sponsors who made it possible for them to enjoy the show @MECC, @nqbp, 
@BHPqueensland, @GlencoreCoalAustralia 



STUDENT VOICE IN ACTION  

Designing Our New Play Spaces 

Our Class Captains and several of our Year 6 school leaders have been hard at work developing creative designs and thoughtful ideas for our 
new play spaces.  Last week, we were delighted to welcome Mr Bagley and Mr Chimes from BOLD Architecture & Interior Design, who spent 
time listening to our students, exploring their concept ideas could shape the final plans.  We’re excited to see how our students’ imagination 
and leadership will be incorporated into the new spaces as the project continues to unfold. 

 

PARENT ENGAGEMENT GROUP 

REMINDER:  All Hot Cross Bun orders to be in by WEDNESDAY 18 MARCH 

Thank you for your continued support. 



SCHOOL CAR PARK RAFFLE closes Friday 27 March 2026 
Great raffle – your chance to go in the draw to reserve a Staff Carpark – Term 2.



Love Faith Mercy    Excellence

 

Congratulations to our House Day Winners

 

  
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Friday – 8.00am to 4.00pm 

 

PREP 2027 

Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2027 school year. Children born between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022, are eligible to 
commence Prep in 2027.  Enrolment applications are to be completed online.  All new and existing families, please complete the online 
application by visiting our school’s website and clicking on the enrolments tab.  The St Francis Xavier school website is 
http://www.sfxmrok.catholic.edu.au/.     

CLOSING DATE:  FRIDAY 2 APRIL for all new & existing families. 

http://smmrok.catholic.edu.au/enrolments.php
http://www.sfxmrok.catholic.edu.au/


ARRIVING LATE & DEPARTING EARLY FROM SCHOOL 

 
Students who arrive late to school (after 8.30am) are to be signed in at the school office by a parent/carer. 
 
Students who are picked up before 2.50pm must also be signed out of the office by a parent/carer. 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES  

Student absences can be advised in the following ways: 

• Parent Orbit App or Parent Lounge 
• Phoning our student absence line 
• Phoning the office on 49948275 
• Emailing through the absence to sfxm@rok.catholic.edu 

Please contact the school as early as possible if your child/ren are absent from school. We will require an explanation for any absence of a 
pupil, and this will be recorded into our student data system, for example, because of illness etc. If the school has not been advised, you will 
receive a text message requesting an explanation for the absence of your child. If your child has been sick before school, it is important they 
stay home to save spreading illnesses to other students.   

 

PERSONAL DETAILS 
All parents can update their personal details on the Parent Orbit App or Parent Lounge.  
We encourage all parents to ensure their personal details are correct and up to date at all times. 
 

STUDENT MEDICATION 
All medications administered during school hours require a completed medication form signed by the parent/carer. These are available from 
the school office.  Medication needs to be labelled by a pharmacist with the student’s name and dosage listed on it.  At no stage are students 
to have medication in their school bag. 

ALL MEDICATION MUST BE BROUGHT INTO THE OFFICE BY A PARENT/CARER, NOT THE STUDENT. 
 

 

CLOSING OF SCHOOL GATES 
Reminder to all families when entering or leaving the school grounds, please close the gates behind you.  For the safety of our students,  

ALL SCHOOL GATES MUST BE KEPT CLOSED AT ALL TIMES. 
 


