NEWSLETTER

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT
AT ST FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL WE WILL:
Learn, Love, Live The Gospel, Witness Our Faith & Celebrate Life

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2026
Monday 30 March 2026 SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, PRIORITIES and GOALS 2026
' Week 10

Dear Families and Friends of our School Community,

As we come to the end of our first term, | want to extend my heartfelt thanks for the spirit, generosity and partnership that have shaped these
past weeks. It has been a wonderful beginning to the year, filled with learning, growth and countless moments of kindness.

Stepping into my new role has been both a joy and a privilege and the messages, conversations and encouragement I’ve received from so
many of you have meant more than | can say. Your support reflects the strength of our community, and | am deeply grateful for it.

As we enter the Easter season, | pray that this break brings you rest, renewal and time with the people who matter most. Easter reminds us of
the hope and new life we find in Jesus. May we carry His message into our daily lives by choosing compassion, forgiveness, and love in all we
do.

Thank you once again for a wonderful first term. | wish you a holy and joyful Easter break and look forward to welcoming everyone back
refreshed for Term Two.

With warmest regards, -
o

-

“He has Risen,

Amanda Griffin ~ Acting Principal

WHAT’S HAPPENING -~ TERM 1 Weeks 10 & Term 2 Week 1

Term 1 Week 10
Mon 30 March: Parent Teacher Interviews

Assembly ~ 8.30am ~ UCA
Confirmation Workshop 2

3.15pm (Year 4-6 building)
Term 2 Week 1
Tues 21 April: CAP golf trials (ages 10 & up)

Tues 31 March: Stations of the Cross 10.00am (Church)

Wed 1 April: Parish Mass 8.30am
Wed 22 April: Parish Mass — 8.30am
Thurs 2 April: Holy Thursday
Thurs 23 April: CAP Rugby League trials - girls & boys

Easter Bunny Visit (11 & 12 year old)
TUCKSHOP CLOSED Fri 24 April: ANZAC DAY Prayer celebration —9.00am

Mackay District Hockey trials
(11 & 12 year old)

Sat 25 April: ANZAC DAY MARCH -8.00am Canelands
Happy
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= "Easter is a time to
rejoice, reflect, and
~ renew our faith in
_the-miracle of
- “resurtection.” =

ANZAC DAY
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FROM OUR APRE

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Our school community will be participating in Stations of the Cross on
Tuesday, 31 March at 10.00am in the church.

Each year level will be given a Station to recreate in a ‘freeze’ position
while the students read the message to explain each Station.

Year 2-6 will recreate each Station and Year 1 will sing the final
hymn. Our prep students will be watching this year as they learn the
Stations of the Cross.

Parents are warmly invited to attend this important story of Jesus’ way of the cross.

CONFIRMATION

On Monday, 30 March, our students will be participating in their 2" Confirmation Workshop.

While preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation, our students have been learning about how we are strengthened as Christians through
the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Our candidates are also spending time choosing a saint’s name as their Confirmation name. Our candidates will
explore the qualities of these saints as role models, to guide them in their everyday lives.

Please keep our Sacramental candidates in your prayers as they complete their preparations.

ST PATRICK’S DAY

It was a sea of green at St Francis Xavier as we celebrated St Patrick’s Day. Between Irish dancers, green jelly, lamingtons and green shirts

everywhere, we were starting to wonder if we had woken up in Ireland! As we marked the feast day of St Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland,
our school was full of fun and spirit. St Patrick is famous for bringing Christianity to the Irish people and teaching about God with great faith
and courage.

Thank you, Isabelle and Dempsey, for demonstrating your amazing Irish Dancing talent with us on St Patricks Day. It was a wonderful

display of your amazing talent and exquisite costumes.

Thank YOU to our littlest Sunday Parishioners for leading

the Parish Mass. We are so very proud of the confidence,
respect and care you showed. You brought joy to our parish
community, and your efforts remind us how important our
young people are at Mass.

COLOUR RUN

Our annual Colour Run was held on Friday with an enormous amount of excitement and enthusiasm. The Colour
Run raises a significant proportion of our fundraising for the year. These funds are then allocated to various
charities. Some charities include Caritas Australia and St Vincent de Paul. We also work with our students who J «f ' o
research charities that align with our Catholic Social Teachings. Finally, a proportion of the funds raised goes back Yy J
into our school to provide equipment identified through our Class Captain meetings. *}“) o
A huge thank you must be passed on to everyone involved in this event. From our students and parents who have
fundraised tirelessly, our parent group who helped set up, pack away and supervise the different stations and the
teachers who helped our students participate and enjoy this event.

Please remember that Saturday, 28" March is the last day you can donate through your online platform.
Thank you everyone for another successful Colour Run




-

extremely professional, dedicated and deeply committed to the children in their care. It has been a pleasure to work alongside them and to be part of a leadership

FROM OUR APA

As | come to the end of my first term at St Francis Xavier, | would like to say how much | have enjoyed becoming part of this school
community. | am very grateful for the warm welcome | have received from students, staff and families, and | have already felt at home

here.

One of the first things | noticed about St Francis Xavier was the way our students carry themselves each day. Our students are well behaved,
respectful and a real credit to their families and to our school. | have also been fortunate to join a team of teachers and staff who are

team that is focused on the future of our school and the wellbeing and success of the entire community.

| was especially touched this term by the generosity of our families in donating goods for soldiers serving overseas. Together, we were able to prepare 60 care
packages filled with thoughtful items. This was a wonderful reflection of the kindness and generosity within our community, and | am sure those who receive them

will feel supported and remembered.

Thank you again for making my first term at St Francis Xavier such a positive one. | am very grateful to be here, and | look forward to another great term ahead.

THE HISTORY OF THE ST FRANCIS XAVIER EASTER BUNNY VISIT

Next Thursday, we will have our annual Easter Bunny visit. For those parents who are new to our school, this
tradition has been a part of St Francis Xavier since at least 1995. It was started by Mr Patrick Coughlan, who was
the principal of our school until 2003. Pat has since gone on to become the Director of Catholic Education for
the Toowoomba Diocese. Every principal since has continued the tradition and we hope this happens for many
years to come.

Pat would go to great pains to keep the plans for the Easter Bunny ‘hush-hush’ from everybody, including the
staff. It was always a closely guarded secret, and the visit was awaited with great anticipation. Over the years,

the Easter Bunny and/or Chicken have arrived in a helicopter, fire truck, cherry picker, large crate, front-end
loader, sidecar of a motorbike, police car and some very exotic fast cars.

This is a wonderful tradition continues to thrill our students and the sound of their cheering at the arrival of the Bunny and Chicken (and often
other characters!) can be heard through most of West Mackay. Over the years, the Bunny and Chicken have been helped by many parents
and staff members. Hopefully this tradition will last another 30 years and children will hold the memory, as so many do now, with great
fondness.

FROM OUR APC

The school improvement plan is a response to the school's self-assessment of the four Dimensions of the School Improvement Framewaork (SIF):
+ Catholic Identity
» Effective Teaching & Learning
+ Pastoral Support & Wellbeing
+ Leadership, Partnerships & Resourcing
A range of school data is utilised to inform the school improvement plan.

. . 2. Effective Teaching and Learning
R (SIT Domains 2,5.6.7.8) 6

PRIORITY GOAL TARGET PRIORITY GOAL TARGET

To enhance and develop To provide a variety of By the end of 2026, To create a culture of data To improve achievement and  Decrease % of Year 5 matched
teachers' knowledge, assessment modes for all multimodal opportunities informed practices where every  learning in writing. studerits in bottom 2 bands for
understanding and learning cycles inthe Religion  will be applied to 50% of the | studert is engaged and learning writing.
implementation of the Religious  Curriculum that allow students  assessment tasks. successfully in their own ways.
Curriculum. to demonstrate evidence of

learning In ways that align with

their strengths.

3. ) Slsem bl es el @ 4. @Leadership, Partnerships and
(SIT Domain 3) :
Resourcing
(SIT Domains 1.4.9)

PRIORITY GOAL TARGET PRIORITY GOAL TARGET
To implement wellbeing To improve the engagement By the end of 2026, improve the | To promote community To empower students to By the end of 2026, all students
strategies that benefit the levels of students and their engagement levels of students to| partnerships that enhance actively participate in community- have had the opportunity to
whole school community. readiness to learn. 64% to meet the norm from the | student learning. based initiatives through student engage in community-based

“Tell Them From Me" survey. voice. initiatives.




NAPLAN

A huge congratulations to our wonderful Year 3 and Year 5 students, who have completed their scheduled NAPLAN testing! We are so proud
of the positive attitude, resilience and maturity they showed throughout the week. NAPLAN results will be sent home later this year, and we
will keep families updated as more information becomes available.

MUSIC UPDATE

We’ve had a wonderful start to the year in our Music classes! Here’s a snapshot of what students have been learning
in Mrs Persson’s classes:
Prep
Lots of singing games, folk songs, musical storytelling, nursery rhymes, and reciting poetry.
Year1
Singing games and folk dance, learning rhythm patterns ta and ti-ti, exploring solfa (so, mi, la), and beginning to play
the chimes and ukulele.
Year 2
Singing games and folk dance, learning rhythms ta, ti-ti, za and too-00, exploring solfa (so, mi, la, do), and developing
skills on the chimes and ukulele.
Year 3
Singing games and folk dance, learning rhythms ta, ti-ti, za, too-00, tika-tika and the whole note. Students have begun reading music on the
staff and are learning to play the recorder using the notes B, A and G.
Year 4
Singing games and rhythm work including ta, ti-ti, za, too-00, tika-tika and whole note. Students are continuing their recorder studies and can
now play B, A, G, high C and high D. They have been mastering pieces such as Hot Cross Buns, Mary Had a Little Lamb, and Miss Mary Mack.
Year5&6
Students began the year composing their own 8-bar melodies using the pentatonic scale. They explored composition on the chimes and
notated their work on the musical staff. We have now moved into ukulele, with:

1 Year5learning chords C, Am, Fand G7

1 Year 6 building on prior knowledge and adding the chords G, Em and Dm.

Leisa Persson - Arts Specialist (Music, Drama & Dance)




CROSS COUNTRY ~ 2026

What a fantastic Cross Country last Friday. Our students ran like Olympians, giving every race their heart and soul. We were proud of the way they
encouraged one another, showed resilience and embraced the spirit of the day. Thank you, Mrs Drochmann and Mrs Scriha, for all your hard work making
it all run smoothly, and to the staff and families who supported the event. A huge congratulations to all students who participated, well done.

2026 SFX CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS

Congratulations to our age champions

CROSS COUNTRY DINGOES
180 points 12 YEARS ~ BOYS 12 YEARS ~ GIRLS
Over-all Winners 1. Royce Galea-12:41 Isabella Hayles — 14:17
2. Archie Drewett-13:00 Andee Ohl-16:47
3. Fletcher McLaren-13:09 Pania Cowan-17:32
STINGERS 11 YEARS ~ BOYS 11 YEARS ~ GIRLS
140 points 1. Hugh Chapman -12-58 Abby Wilson -13:00
2. Spencer Cowan-13:35 Madison Drendel — 13:31
3. Xander Trewartha — 13:39 Lexi Cocup - 14:20
EAGLES 10 YEARS ~ BOYS 10 YEARS ~ GIRLS
126 points 1. RileyWalz-8:12 Quinn O’Connell -8:24
2. IvorDaly-8:59 Harvie Hornick - 10:07
3. Kane Galea-9:16 Ruby Cover-11:28
TAIPANS
96 points




PARENT ENGAGEMENT GROUP
THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL PARENT ENGAGEMENT GROUP (PEG)

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our Parent Engagement Group (PEG) and to all our families who have contributed to recent
fundraising efforts. Your ongoing support continues to make a meaningful difference across our school. Thanks to your generosity, our prep
students are now enjoying a fantastic collection of new sandpit toys along with a purpose-built storage box for the playground. These additions
have already enhanced playtime, encouraging creativity, cooperation, and joyful learning through play.

We are also incredibly grateful for the new student stools provided for our Years 4-6 classrooms. These stools are used at our jellybean tables,
where guided reading and writing workshops take place each day. The flexible seating allows students to sit comfortably, stay focused, and
engage closely in small-group instruction—supporting the development of essential literacy skills.

We are currently in the process of sourcing appropriate, adjustable stools for our Prep-Year 3 classrooms, ensuring that all students have
access to supportive and flexible learning spaces that meet their developmental needs.

We remain ever so grateful to PEG for always considering our requests and for their unwavering commitment to supporting our students’
learning. Their willingness to collaborate and respond to the needs of our classrooms continues to strengthen the learning experiences of
every child. Thank you once again to PEG and to all our parents for your dedication, teamwork, and commitment to enriching the learning
experience for every student. Our school community is stronger because of you.

NEWS FROM PREP

Our prep students had a truly terrific day celebrating the letter “T” by bringing their favourite teddies to school. The classroom was full of
cuddly friends as children explored the sound and shape of words that begin with “T”. The morning began with a delightful teddy bear’s picnic,
where children and their teddies shared stories, snacks, and plenty of smiles. It was a joyful way to build language, imagination, and
togetherness. After the picnic, the adventure continued as the preps and their teddies set off on a big “Bear Hunt”. They moved through every
part of the story — swishy grass, the thick mud, the swirling snow — confidently recounting the sequence with actions, excitement, and
enthusiasm. It was a wonderful celebration of literacy, storytelling, and the magic of learning with a teddy by your side.

SOgeE:
SOLNGRARRD

NEWS FROM YEAR 5

Year 5 had a visit from Mrs Tatchell (Senior Regional First Nations Education Liaison Officer) who spoke about Aboriginal art and storytelling
through art and symbols.

MESSAGE FROM TUCKSHOP
Please Note: Tuckshop will be closed next THURSDAY 2 APRIL, 2026.




PARENT ENGAGEMENT GROUP

SCHOOL CAR PARK RAFFLE closed Friday 27 March 2026
Great raffie — your chance to go in the draw to reserve a Staff Carpark — Term 2.
Winner announced later in the week!
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& OPEN EVERY RTDAY

IN THE UNDERCOVER AREA

36910 )| o FROM §:20AM. CASH ONLY.
e L y MOST ITEMS ONLY 55 EACH!
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HOW TO ENTER: —
Submit via Parent Orbit q AT Kk u
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ENROLMENTS
OPEN NOW

ENROLMENT ’

MAY INTERVIEWS

)7  FIRST ROUND
UL OF OFFERS

J
29  FIRSTROUND ’

Bl RESPONSES DUE

30 SECOND ROUND
JUL OF OFFERS

20  ORIENTATION
NOV DAY

YEAR 7 IN

2027

ITl

Year 7 in 2027

Fun activities

Free Sausage Sizzle

For more information visit stpats.qld.edu.au/enrolment

SLHOOL
HOLIDAYS
SORTED

PLAY.AFL/HOLIDAYPROGRAMS

In one fun-filled day, kids will learn and play footy in a
safe, inclusive environment. They'll pick up new skills,
play mini-games and get creative with designing a footy
or uniform. Plus have a footy goodie bag to take home.

Our youngest peyers leem footy through fun
age approprets games that buld skils. corfidance
and tesmwork, led by NAB AFL Auskick cosches:

Dide i evelup their ooty skils thvough madiied
game play and chalenging ectivites that buid teawark,
Teadership and lasting memaies in  fun, enexgeti day.

Information Evening  g@imud
5:30pm Tuesday O
28 April 2026

Explore the College

Pre-register now

All year levels
welcome to attend

ENRO

hsc.gld.edu.au
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COME & TRY

Whether you're a seasoned player or trying it for the first time,
now's the perfect time to get involved!
Fresh air, muddy knees and big smiles are all part of the
package. lace up your boots, bring your mates, and give it a go.

CHOOl HOLIDAYS s

P AuE SRSy

{ TENNIS CLINICS (@ PIONEER TENNIS .

\

* 8:30am- 12:00pm Daily

» $30 a day or $25 a day when booking
into more than 1 day.

* Ages 4 - 15yrs are welcome

« Beginners to Advance are catered for.

* All you need is a packed morning tea.

« No Racquet? No worries, we will loan one for

<N

vacancies
@ 20/03/26

vmnﬂu
@ 20/03/26

vnles
D 20/03/26

26
vacancies
@®20/03/26

@ 20/03/26

Scan QR Code
To Register




