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Dear Families and Friends of our School Community, 

As we approach ANZAC Day, our school community pauses to honour the men and women who served and continue to serve our nation with 

courage, sacrifice and unwavering commitment to peace. The ANZAC spirit reminds us that ordinary people are capable of extraordinary acts 

when they choose service over self-interest and hope over fear.  For our students, ANZAC Day is more than a history lesson. It is an invitation 

to reflect on the values we strive to live each day: compassion, resilience, unity and a deep respect for the dignity of every person. These 

values are at the heart of both the ANZAC legacy and our Catholic identity.  This year, as we remember those who gave their lives in past 

conflicts, we also hold in prayer the many people around the world who are suffering because of war today. We pray for peace where there is 

unrest, for protection for the vulnerable and for leaders who seek justice and reconciliation. May our remembrance inspire us to be 

peacemakers in our own families, classrooms and communities. 

Lest we forget. 

 

With warmest regards,  

Amanda Griffin ~ Acting Principal 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friday 24 April 2026 

Week 1 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2026 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, PRIORITIES and GOALS 2026 

 

Term 2 Week 2 

 

Tues 28 April:  » PEG Meeting – 6.00pm-Staffroom 

 
Wed 29 April:  » Parish Mass – 8.30am 
   » Mky District Cross Country – 10-19 yrs 
   » Mky District Tennis – 10 – 12yrs 
 
Thurs 30 April: » Mky District Soccer Trials – 10–12yrs 
   » SFX Volunteer Induction Session-Term 2 
    8.30am & 3.00pm ~ Library 
 
Fri 1 May:  » Assembly ~ 8.30am ~ UCA 
   » Class Captains Badge presentation 
   » Prep Pyjama Day – Letter P 
   » Whole School Pyjama Day 
   » Reading on a Rug – National Family Day 

Term 2 Week 3 

 

Mon 4 April:  » LABOR DAY – PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Wed 6 April:  » Parish Mass – 8.30am 
   » Mother’s Day Stall (6, 7 & 8 May) 
   » CAP Rugby Union Trials – 10-12yrs 
 
Fri 8 May:  » Mother’s Day Prayer Celebration-9.30am 
   »  Mother’s Day Picnic for everyone. 
   » Special order at the tuckshop through  
                    Flexschool – see flyer below 
      » P-3 picnic lunch first following the liturgy 
         at 10.45am 
   » Yrs 4 – 6 play first and then eat at 11.05am 
 
    
 



 

BACK TO SCHOOL PRAYER  

Loving God,  

As we begin this new school term, we thank you for the chance to learn, grow, and be 
together again.  

Help us to be kind to one another, to try our best, and to face challenges with courage. 
Bless our teachers, our friends, and our families who support us each day.  

Guide our hearts and minds so that we make good choices and show care to everyone we meet.  

   Amen. 

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY PRAYER CELEBRATION & PICNIC  

We look forward to celebrating this special occasion with our school community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MESSAGE FROM OUR DIRECTOR ~ Mr Michael McCusker 

 

STUDENT PROTECTION 
At Saint Francis Xavier, the protection and wellbeing of every child is at the heart of all we do. In Catholic schools, this 
commitment is grounded in our belief that each person is made in the image of God and has dignity. We strive to 
provide a safe and nurturing environment where all children feel valued and protected.

Any concerns or reasonable suspicions about a student’s safety and wellbeing, or the behaviour of a staff member or 
volunteer that may be inappropriate, are managed in accordance with Rockhampton Catholic Education Student 

Protection Processes. Student Protection staff within the Catholic Education Office also support schools and can be contacted on 07 4994 
8060, 07 4994 8000 or 1800 228 433. 

Our Student Protection Contacts at school are: 
Amanda Griffin (Acting Principal), Suzette Windridge (Assistant Principal – Administration), Karen Gaviglio (Acting Assistant Principal – 
Religious Education), Jodie Benfer (Assistant Principal – Curriculum), Brendan Clews (Learning Support Teacher), Ninette Nell (School 
Counsellor) and Paegann Boyd (OSHC Co-ordinator). 

We encourage students, staff and families to be familiar with the important safety strategies promoted by the Daniel Morcombe Foundation 
— Recognise, React, Report — which empower children and adults to respond confidently to unsafe situations. 

More information and resources can be accessed here: 
Recognise React Report - The Daniel Morcombe Foundation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://danielmorcombe.com.au/keeping-kids-safe/keeping-kids-safe/recognise-react-report/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

READING ON A RUG ~ An Invitation to Read Together 

We are looking forward to our upcoming Reading on a Rug afternoon, a special opportunity to celebrate reading and the important role families 
play in nurturing a love of books. Students from Prep to Year 6 are invited to come dressed in their pyjamas and enjoy a relaxed afternoon of 
reading alongside classmates, staff and family members. Families are warmly encouraged to bring along a rug and settle in together to share 
a story in the open air. 
 
This event highlights how powerful shared reading can be. Reading together supports children’s confidence, imagination and comprehension, 
while also creating meaningful moments of connection at home and at school. Students may choose from their own library books, or families 
are welcome to bring a favourite book from home to enjoy together. 
 
Reading on a Rug is a simple but special way to promote the joy of reading and to model reading as a shared, enjoyable experience. We look 
forward to seeing our school community come together across the Church Oval, UCA and Library Oval to celebrate books and learning in a 
warm and welcoming way. 
 
We hope you can join us for this lovely afternoon of reading, connection and community. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, our St Francis Xavier School community proudly took part in the ANZAC Day march.  Thank you to all our students, staff and 
families who joined us and helped make this occasion so memorable.  A special thank you to our Drum Corps and School Captains, who led 
our school with pride. St Francis Xavier certainly stood out today through the beautiful way our students conducted themselves.  They 
represented our school community with respect and a strong sense of what this day means.  At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
we will remember them.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN TERM 2! 

Sports at SFX has had an exciting and active Term 1, with students participating in a wide range of activities and 
competitions. It has been fantastic to see! 

Throughout the term, students have been learning a variety of sport-based games that builds confidence and develops 
their skills ‘often without them even realising it’. We have also begun practising our athletics skills in preparation for the 
Athletics Carnival in Term 2. It’s been great to see the sun return after so many rain-affected days throughout the term. 

Let’s take a look at what happened in Term 1. We held training sessions for Cross Country, and we were fortunate to have 
Joe from AFL Mackay visit and share his expertise with our students. The students thoroughly enjoyed this experience. If you’re looking for 
more information, please ask your classroom teacher about how to get involved in Mackay AFL. 

Students also participated in the 2026 Cross Country event, and what a fantastic turnout we had. Congratulations to all students who took 
part on the day.  



I would also like to congratulate the students who progressed to the Southern Suburbs and MDSS levels - an incredible achievement that you 
should all be very proud of. 

We finished the term with the Touch Gala Day, Challenge Cup Netball and Rugby League trials rounding out a busy and successful term of 
sport. 

Looking ahead to Term 2, we have many exciting sporting opportunities coming up through MDSS, so keep an ear out for upcoming events. 
Our Athletics Carnival will be held on 8th June. 

We also encouraged all students to stay active and involved in sport over the school holidays.  

Thank you to everyone for the support I have received this term as I stepped into this role. 

We can’t wait to see what Term 2 brings!     Olivia Drochmann – PE Teacher 

 

 

 

HAPPY EARTH DAY! 🌎🌱🌳 ♻️  

Earth Day highlights our shared responsibility to care for and protect our planet. Today, our Earth Care leaders supported this commitment 

by tidying the gardens after the holidays—one small but meaningful action for our common home. Through everyday choices such as 

reducing waste, recycling, and conserving resources, we can all play a part and work together to protect our planet for the future. 

 

 

 



PARENT ENGAGEMENT GROUP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A huge congratulations to our principal’s carpark winners – Nathan & Elise Gibbs. 
Thank you to everyone who supported this great initiative, and we hope the winners enjoys the convenience of their new carpark spot for 
Term 2.

 
TRIVIA NIGHT 
St Francis Xavier Parent Engagement Group is hosting our second SFX Trivia Night on Saturday 20 June at St Patrick’s College Hall.  It is our 
endeavour to continue to bring the school community together in a variety of ways and this will ultimately continue to allow the school to 
purchase equipment that will enhance students’ education and overall wellbeing.  Tickets to attend the Trivia Night will be available via 
Humanitix soon.  Will let you know via the school newsletter and Facebook.  These events are simply not possible without the support and 
love of local businesses, and therefore we are on a mission to seek sponsorship for our trivia night.  If you are interested in sponsorship, please 
see details below:



LoveFaith Mercy    Excellence

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


