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Dear Families and Friends of our School Community, 

This week, our school community joins thousands across Australia in recognising Do It For Dolly Day, a day dedicated to raising awareness 
about bullying and reminding us of the profound impact our words and actions can have on others. As a Catholic school, we are called to see 
the face of Christ in every person, especially those who may feel unseen, unheard, or unvalued. 

Dolly Everett’s story is heartbreaking, and it is a reminder that behind every smile there may be struggles we cannot see. Her family’s courage 
in transforming their grief into a national movement inspires us to reflect deeply on how we treat one another. Their message— “Speak even 
if your voice shakes”—is a powerful invitation to build a culture where compassion is not optional but expected. 

Words can lift up, or they can tear down. They can offer hope, or they can cause harm. In our school, we teach our students that every 
interaction is a choice: a choice to include or exclude, to encourage or discourage, to heal or to hurt. 

Bullying, whether spoken, written, online, or through silence and exclusion has no place in our community. It contradicts our Gospel values 
and undermines the dignity of the human person. On Do It For Dolly Day, we recommit ourselves to nurturing a culture where kindness is the 
norm and respect is the expectation. 

May we continue to build a school community where kindness is chosen daily, where every child knows they matter and where our words are 
used to uplift, encourage and heal. 

With warmest regards,  

Amanda Griffin ~ Acting Principal 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Friday 8 May 2026 

Week 3 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2026 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, PRIORITIES and GOALS 2026 

 

Term 2 Week 4 

 

Sun 10 May:  »  Mother’s Day 

Mon 11 May:  » BOOK SWAP ~ UCA ~  8.00AM – 8.30AM 

   »  Softball Trials ~ (10-12 yrs) 

Tues 12 May:  » Mky District Basketball Trials ~ (10-12 yrs) 

Wed 13 May:  »  Parish Mass ~ 8.30am 

Thurs 14 May:  »  Mky District Touch Trials ~ (10-12 yrs) 

Fri 15 May:  »  Assembly ~ 8.30am 

   »  1st SFX School Disco UCA 
        ‘My Favourite Colour’ 

Term 2 Week 5 

 

Mon 18 May:  » U8’S Week (Theme: Celebrating 70 years 
    of supporting young children 
   » Assembly ~ 8.30am UCA 

   » 4P ~ Home Visit ~ 10.00am 

Wed 20 May:  » Parish Mass ~ 8.30am 

Thurs 21 May:  » CAP Soccer Trials ~ 10-12 years 

   » Mackay Cutters visit (Years 3 – 6) 

   » CMC visiting Year 1 ~ Reading 

Fri 22 May:  » HOUSE DAY  
   » Assembly ~ 8.30am ~ UCA 
   » U8’s Activities ~ 9.00am – 10.30am 
   » St Patrick’s Extended Learning Program 
   » Mackay Cutters visit (Years 3-6) 
   » Nigel Dalton Snack & Chat Session before 
      school 



  

Today, our school community gathered for a beautiful Mother’s Day liturgy led by our Year 2 

students. Their thoughtful prayers, readings, and singing created a heartfelt celebration of 

the wonderful mothers and mother figures in our lives. 

A sincere thank you to all the parents who were able to join us. Your presence made the 

morning even more special. We also extend our gratitude to our dedicated Year 2 teachers, 

who prepared our students to celebrate worked closely with the students to prepare such a 

meaningful liturgy. 

Following the celebration, families enjoyed a relaxed picnic together on the oval. It was a joy to see students 

sharing this time with their mums, creating memories in the sunshine. 

A big thank you to our amazing tuckshop ladies for preparing a special picnic snack for everyone to enjoy.  

We hope all our mums felt appreciated and celebrated. Happy Mother’s Day to our wonderful mums. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In the coming weeks we will be inviting our staff members, and students in Grades 4-6, to provide feedback on their 
experience of our school by using an online survey. The surveys are an important part of our whole school evaluation 
and planning process. 

The survey is completely anonymous and will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. Any questions that students 
don’t want to answer can be skipped. The survey is an important part of allowing student voice to shape the future 
planning of our school.  

Next year, parents will also have the opportunity to participate in the surveys.  

If you do not wish your child to participate in this survey or have any further questions, please contact Suzette Windridge on 
suzette_windridge@rok.catholic.edu.au 

 

RECONCILIATION WEEK 

National Reconciliation Week runs from 27 May to 3 June each year in Australia. In 2026, the theme is All In, which calls all Australians to 
commit wholeheartedly to reconciliation every day. It reminds us that reconciliation is not something we simply watch from the sidelines; it 
is something we all take part in through learning, listening, respect and action. 

 

At Saint Francis Xavier, we will be recognising National Sorry Day and National Reconciliation Week by gathering students together and 
participating in learning activities based on this year’s theme. National Sorry Day is held on 26 May each year and is an important time to 
acknowledge the strength of Stolen Generations survivors and reflect on healing and reconciliation in Australia. We will also be holding a Try 
It Tucker Day on Monday 26 May to begin the week.  

 

Reconciliation is an important part of our school year because it helps our students grow in understanding, respect and appreciation for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and perspectives. It also connects strongly with who we are as a Catholic school 
community, as we seek to live out our values of Faith, Love, Mercy and Excellence. 

 

Our First Nations educator and school representative, Karlie Tatchell, is currently working hard to finalise our plans for this special week. This 
semester, Karlie has also been leading work on our school’s Reconciliation Action Plan. This plan includes many actions we are currently 
taking, and will continue to take, to strengthen relationships, build respect and create meaningful opportunities for reconciliation across our 
school community. For further information, please contact Karlie Tatchell at karlie_tatchell@rok.catholic.edu.au 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL

A huge thank you to our amazing parents and carers who volunteered their time to run our Mother’s Day Stall this week.  The smile on the 
students’ faces as they carefully chose gifts for their mums and mother figures were absolutely priceless.  It was so lovely to see the 
excitement that went into each purchase.  Thank you again to everyone who helped make this special event possible.  We are so grateful for 
our wonderful SFX community.
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READING ON A 

RUG
At St Francis Xavier, we know that reading helps children grow their imagination, build confidence and supports their overall learning.  Last 
Friday, our students wore their pyjamas to school and enjoyed Reading on a Rug with family and friends.  It was a successful event, and it 
was wonderful to see so many people gathered on the oval, excited to share a book together.  A Big thank you to Mrs Benfer for organising 
this lovely event, and to all the parents, carers, grandparents and friends who came along. Keep up the reading! 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

We must acknowledge the hard work of our preppies this semester!  They are busy learning ALL of their letters and sounds, and last Friday, it 
was all about the letter ‘P’…They ate Popcorn, wore PJ’s, and watched Peppa Pig! What a great way to spend the day - keep it up Prep.

SFX School Disco! 

$5.00 per ticket or $10.00 per family 

Tickets available on Parent Orbit 

Pizza available on the night. 

See you all there in your favourite colour 



As a recent fast finisher activity in 4P, students were encouraged to write to their favourite author.  Inspired 
by his love for the Dog Man series, Jack decided to write a piece of fan mail to Dav Pilkey sharing how the 
books inspired him to start creating his very own comic books.  Miss Plath helped Jack post his letter all the 
way to America.  You can imagine the excitement last week when Jack received a reply!  All the way from the 
USA, Dav Pilkey sent a letter back to Jack, along with a special bookmark and an official Dog Man badge.  Jack 
is now more motivated than ever to keep working on his own illustrations and storytelling.  Congratulations 
Jack, and we can’t wait to see where your creativity takes you next!

INTER SCHOOL SPORT

FUTSAL 
Our U9 and U10 futsal teams had a fantastic day competing in the school futsal competition at the Basketball Stadium. The kids played with 
great spirit, represented our school with pride, and showed off some impressive skills!  There were some wins and some losses, but overall, 
it was a fun-filled day with plenty of teamwork and smiles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Another fantastic day of futsal for our U11 and U12 boys, who represented the school with pride and enthusiasm against some strong 
competition.   
Our U11 team played very well throughout the day, recording some great wins along with a few tough losses, showing resilience and 
teamwork in every game. 
Our U12 team had a strong showing and progressed through to the quarter finals – great effort! 
We are very proud of all the boys for their sportsmanship and determination.   
A big thank you to all our parent helpers who coached and supported the teams and a special thank you to Tanya Parkinson for assisting 
with the organisation.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 
Well done, boys! 

 

 

 
HELP NEEDED
 
Calling on all grandparents, mums, dads, carers, aunties, uncles and friends…our wonderful tuckshop needs volunteers!!  Our tuckshop is 
open Tuesday – Friday, 8.30am – 11.30am.  Our busiest days are Wednesday and Friday, but we are grateful for any help or time you can spare.  
Also, you can earn a tuckshop voucher for your child.  You may also need to sign our volunteer induction first; however, we can help you with 
that! 



 

 

 
EMPOWERING PARENTS INFORMATION SESSION: 
Presented by Mackay Region Rotary Clubs, Bravehearts, and the Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Council. 
  
We invite parents and carers to a free information session around issues that are 
impacting young people in a contemporary world. 
  
DATE: Wednesday 13 May 2026 
TIME: Doors Open At 05.45 pm 
Location: Cook Theatre, CQU Ooralea Campus Building 1 University Drive 
Ooralea 
  
Register Here: https://rotarymackay.org.au/index.php/empowering-parents/ 
  
Today’s children and young people are growing up in incredibly challenging 
circumstances, including navigating a digital world, exposure to harmful 
influencers and inappropriate content. 
  
Research and evidence highlight adolescence as a time when young people form 
new ideas and beliefs about their identities and the world around them. And 
while education around boundaries, consent, emotional literacy, and sexual 
wellbeing equips young people with the tools to recognise healthy versus unhealthy dynamics it is equally important for parents and carers 
to understand how they too can help their young people navigate real-life situations. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior Regional First Nations Education Liaison  Officer

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/uzlDCq71M0Svx26ZCQivTElBN_?domain=rotarymackay.org.au/


Love Faith Mercy    Excellence

2026 TERM 2 CLASS CAPTAINS

 

 


