NEWSLETTER

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT
AT ST FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL WE WILL:
Learn, Love, Live The Gospel, Witness Our Faith & Celebrate Life

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2026
( Tuesday 23 June 2026 SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, PRIORITIES and GOALS 2026
Week 10

Dear Families and Friends of our School Community,

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATION
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On Sunday, our school community came together to support 62 students as they celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and First
Eucharist. It was a joyful and prayerful celebration that concluded their Sacraments of Initiation.

We were honoured to welcome Bishop Daniel, who presided over the Mass alongside Fr Matthias. Their presence made the celebration even
more meaningful and we thank them for guiding and supporting our students and families.

Our students were beautifully prepared for these sacraments by the dedicated teachers of St Francis Xavier. Their care, commitment and
guidance are greatly appreciated.

On Monday, we continued the celebration at school, where each student was presented with a cross, kindly donated by our P.E.G., as a
memento of this significant step in their Catholic journey.

We extend our sincere thanks to everyone who contributed to making this weekend so memorable — those who assisted on the day,
supported the preparation of our students and helped organise the gifts. A special thank you also goes to our parents and families for their
ongoing support and encouragement as their children grow in faith.

Congratulations to all our students on this beautiful milestone!

Karen Gaviglio ~ Acting APRE

WHAT’S HAPPENING - TERM 2 Week 10 & TERM 3 Week 1

Term 2 Week 10 Term 3 Week 1

| N First da
Wed 24 June: SS Athletics Carnival MONDAY 13 JULY: y

Thurs 25 June: Year 1 ~ Pirate’s Day Of Term 3

REPORT CARDS AVAILABLE ~5.00pm
Tues 14 July: CAP Cricket (10 =12 yrs)

Fri 26 June: HOUSE DAY
(Games in House Teams)

Assembly ~ 8.30am Wed 15 July: Parish Mass ~ 8.30am

Wed 15/17 July: CHALLENGE CUP ~ Yeppoon

Thurs 16/17 July: Whitsunday Voices (Yrs 1 -6)

FRIDAY 26 JUNE: :
Fri 17 July: Assembly ~ 8.30am

Last Day s

of Term 2




FROM OUR APRE
BEANIE DAY FOR ST VINCENT de PAUL ﬁﬁﬁ'&'ﬁg%

- FRIDAY 19 JUNE -

St Vin ldPl

On Friday, our school community came together and worn their beanies to raise awareness for i =
the important work carried out by the St Vincent de Paul Society in supporting those in need.
Our CIRCLE group led this initiative, guiding our pastoral groups in discussions about how we
can show compassion and support for others. They encouraged all students to consider how
they can help make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate.

£ 9 and helg
§ “ (2 wanaprin
- /s
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HOW CAN YOU HELP?

We invite our families to support this cause by donating any unwanted winter clothing. If you have warm items that are in good condition but
no longer needed, please bring them into school. The CIRCLE group will collect these donations and pass them on to St Vincent de Paul.
Thank you for your generosity and for helping us to raise awareness for an important cause.

CELEBRATING NAIDOC WEEK

NAIDOC Week is a time for all Australians to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples while recognising the importance of connection,
respect and reconciliation. This year’s theme, 50 years of NAIDOC Week as a national week-long
NAIDOC celebration recognising five decades of strength, resilience, culture and community leadership.

While NAIDOC’s origins date back much further to the Aboriginalrights movement, this milestone
WEEK provides an opportunity to reflect on progress while continuing to learn from the world’s living

EIT
Families play an important role in helping children and your people build understanding,

DEADLY appreciation and respect for First Nations peoples and perspectives. This Special Report offers
-Iz JU'.Y 2026 practical ideas and resources to help families celebrate NAIDOC Week together and continue

meaningful conversations at home.

oi‘ CatoleEductn You are invited to attend

NAIDOC School Mass.
Theme: “Fifty Years Deadly”

10.00am - Wednesday 21 July 2026
’ St Joseph’s Catholic Church
21 Grendon Street, North Mackay
/\. ’ Please RSVP Karlie Tatchell or Samone Penola
L} Karlie_tatchell@rok.catholic.edu.au or Samone_Penola@rok.catholic.edu.au

: ‘ We look forward to sharing our liturgy with you.
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EXCITING FORMATION OPPPORTUNITY - XAVIER SCHOOL OF MISSION

Are you a parish employee or volunteer, a Catholic school teacher or staff member or perhaps someone who would like to be more involved
in the mission of the Church but are not sure where to start? Join us on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 July in Rockhampton for Xavier School of
Mission — Renewed, Equipped & Connected. For more information and to register scan the QR code or contact
formation@rok.catholic.net.au (hosted by the Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton and the Holy Spirit Seminary).
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FROM OUR APA
RISK MANAGEMENT AT ST FRANCIS XAVIER

At St Francis Xavier, the safety and wellbeing of our students, staff and community is always a priority. Risk assessments
are used regularly to help us plan for and manage activities such as carnivals, camps, discos, excursions and other
school events.

Recently, new expectations have been introduced around risk management, requiring schools to be even more thorough

in identifying and managing possible risks. We also complete short-term risk assessments for students with injuries who
may need additional support while they recover. Camp requirements are also becoming more stringent, and all helpers attending camp must
have a current Blue Card and meet Student Protection requirements.

This term we had Laura Mehaffey from Rockhampton Catholic Education Workplace Health and Safety audit our school. This time, she
focused upon the storage of chemicals, the cleaning and facilities sheds, and risk assessments. We did well throughout this process and are
grateful for the support of experts who help us continue to keep our school a safe place for everyone.

If you have any questions about Student Protection, Blue Cards or risk management, please contact Suzette Windridge.
I hope all students, families and staff enjoy a well-earned break over the holidays.

Stay safe and God bless.

WELCOME TO THE FLU SEASON

Welcome to the Cold and Flu season! Our school would have well over 600 people pass through its doors each day, so you can imagine the
germs being spread! If your child is sick, please keep them at home. Our staff do all we can to lessen the

spread of germs by wiping down and disinfecting surfaces such as student desks, using hand sanitisers, - (‘?’&i \\
having tissues available in all areas of the school, soap in toilets, using spray disinfectants etc etc etc! e
(All products used, are done so in compliance with our Workplace Health and Safety guidelines. Butthe
best way to combat the spread of colds and flus is to stay away from school, if you are sick. So please, if
your child is unwell, keep them at home. Thank you.

LOST PROPERTY

Recently, the weather has been a bit chilly. We currently have a lot of unnamed school jumpers in our Lost Property Box.
We will wash them and place them in the front office, hoping for the owners to come forward. We have been trying to find
their owners all week. If they are not claimed, we will hand them over to our Uniform Shop to be resold. We ask that you
please label allitems. Thank you.
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Improvement Plan

The school improvement plan is a response to the school's self-assessment of the four Dimensions of the School Improvement Framewark (SIF):
Cathalic Identity

Effective Teaching & Learning

Pastoral Support & Wellbeing

Leadership, Partnerships & Resourcing

A range of school data is utilised to inform the school improvement plan.

. . 2. Effective Teaching and Learning
B ST sl (SIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) o

PRIORITY GOAL TARGET PRIORITY GOAL TARGET

To enhance and develop To provide a variety of By the end of 2026, To create a culture of data To improve achievement and  Decrease % of Year 5 matched
teachers knowledge, assessment modes for all multimodal opportunities informed practices where every  learning in writing. students in bottom 2 bands for
understanding and learning cycles in the Religion will be applied to 50% of the student is engaged and learning writing.
implementation of the Religicus  Curriculum that allow students  assessment tasks. successfully in their own ways.
Curriculum. to demonstrate evidence of

learning in ways that align with

their strengths.

s _Pasioral R @ 4. @Leadership Partnerships and
(SIT Domain 3) . 2
Resourcing
(SIT Domains 1,4,9)

PRIORITY GOAL TARGET PRIORITY GOAL TARGET
To implement wellbeing To improve the engagement By the end of 2026, improve the | To promote community To empower students 1o By the end of 2026, all studerts
strategies that bensfit the levels of students and their engagement levels of students to| partnerships that enhance actively participate in community- have had the opportunity to
whole school community. readiness to learn. 54% to meet the norm from the | student learning. based intiatives through student engage in community-based

“Tell Them From Me" survey. voice. initiatives.




WHOLE SCHOOL WRITING JOURNEY: Luna Roo the Kangaroo Baller

Excitement has been building right across our school as students and teachers have embarked on a whole-school writing journey inspired by
the wonderful book Luna Roo the Kangaroo Baller by Adam Jackson and Adrian Lloyd.

This shared experience has provided a unique opportunity for every class to explore the same engaging story while developing their writing
skills through a consistent, carefully scaffolded process. Teachers have been hard at work designing clear learning intentions and success
criteria to support students at every stage of their writing.

Throughout the unit, students have immersed themselves in a wide range of comprehension-based activities to deepen their understanding
of the text. Classrooms have been buzzing with energy as students participated in soccer games linked to the story, built rich word walls,
visualised key moments, conducted interviews and expanded their field knowledge. They have also practised important comprehension
strategies such as predicting, making connections and inferring.

As students are progressing through the writing process, they are being given the freedom to choose how they wanted to present their final
piece, allowing for creativity and individuality to shine. It has been wonderful to see the variety of writing emerging across the school so far.
Already, many impressive pieces are being proudly shared within classrooms, across year levels, and with the leadership team. We are
looking forward to showcasing a selection of final works on the Writing Wall in the library for our whole school community to celebrate.

We encourage you to ask your child about their Luna Roo writing experience—they will be excited to share their learning, ideas and creations

with you!
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LITERACY SPOTLIGHTS

6L Steps into Spotlight with Luna Roo!
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The writing focus continues at SFX as the entire school immerses themselves in an exciting project based on our National Simultaneous
storybook Luna Roo the Kangaroo Baller! From Prep to Year 6, every grade is diving into special lessons to explore how authors hook readers
using character, setting, and plot tension while planning, editing, and publishing imaginative, informative, and persuasive texts using a range

of literary devices.
Spotlight on 6L

Last week, 6L took on an exciting “Interview Activity”. The class brainstormed the character traits and expressive vocabulary needed for a
real interview, and the results were brilliant! Check out these photos of the kids proudly sharing the unique pieces they produced.

Flocks Sports Interview with Luna Roo and Jeff
Sarah and Indianna

Jeff: Welcome to Flocks Sports! Wow what an outstanding game from FC
Outback. Luna, you were that star, tell us all about it. How did you do it?

Luna: Well at the start bush united really got in our heads, and when the
halftime whistle blew we all felt deflated and like we could never win. The
crowd really brought us down as well. But somehow when we got back on the
field something just clicked.

Jeff: Well what clicked what made you so determined when everyone was
doubting you.

Luna: It was the love and the support of my fellow teammates. When we came
together we were able to score a goal in the last few minutes. And with the
added time | worked up my courage, ran through midfield, intercepted a pass
and scored! | proved those doubters wrong.

Jeff: Well that is a very inspiring speech. | think we have all learnt a very
important lesson today ‘when you feel like you don’t belong, muster all your
inner strength and prove those doubters wrong!’

Jeff: Well that's all we have for Flocks Sports tonight folks.

Both (Luna and Jeff): Goodbye and goodnight!

Luna Roo Interviewl

Xander and Eli

Eli: Welcome back to Flocks league channel and I'm here with croc,
a solid brick wall defender for FC Outback. So Croc what were you
thinking of the first half?

Xander: It was pretty tight in the first 30 and once they scored we
were in all sorts.

Eli: Yep nice and what did you think of the coaches decision to drop
shredder the taipan your captain of 14 years?

Xander: It was hard to see him go but the coach is the coach so he
knows what he’s doing and we have to keep fighting for our
community.

Eli: Now tell me, how were you feeling when Luna Roo sealed the
win for you?

Xander: Yeah she's awesome in those moments and is quick on the
ball, she's such a hard worker in the middle and | know she's our
future.

Eli: Now Croc, you've got Bush FC next week and they're a really
quick team on the outside, how are you going to defuse that?
Xander: Yep | just think we need to hold onto the ball and lock up
hard in defence.

Eli: Well thank you Croc and win for us next week, we're all behind
you.

Xander: Yep will do Eli and thank you again for this opportunity.

REPORT CARDS

Reports will be available from Parent Lounge from Thursday 25 June from 5.00pm. Please ensure you can access Parent Lounge prior to
this date. If you have concerns regarding access to Parent Lounge, please contact administration. If you have any concerns regarding your

child’s report card, can you please arrange an appointment with your child’s teacher.



MACKAY READER’S CUP

The Reader’s Cup is organised by the Qld Branch of the Children’s Book Council of Australia. Itis a statewide competition for your young
readers. The five young ladies had to read five novels, take their own notes and run their own meetings to discuss the novels. They
competed against other teams to answer quiz questions from the books. We are so proud of their efforts today and commitment to this

challenge. Special thanks to Mrs Goody for assisting and organising this event. Well done ladies.

BUDDY FUN

The Preps had a great time enjoying the
games and fun activities that the Year 6
students planned for them. There were
puppet theatres, scavenger hunts, board
games and colouring in. The Preps love
spending time with the buddies each
week.




NEWS FROM YEAR 1

The Year One students have been exploring First Nations artwork and the stories that are woven through traditional symbols. Mrs Nielsen
kindly shared her personal artwork collection and spoke about the meaning behind the pieces she has created. The children thoroughly
enjoyed painting their own Aboriginal-inspired artworks, incorporating Australian native animals and symbols to communicate their stories.

A heartfelt thank you to Mrs Nielsen, Taaya and Yaara for generously sharing your knowledge and skills with us.

NEWS FROM YEAR 2W

This term, 2W have been busy exploring the writing process and how it shapes each stage of creating a piece of work. Students took on the
roles of author, editor, illustrator, and publisher as they developed both an information report and a short story.

Our class studied the text The Echidna Near My Place by Sue Whiting, which introduced students to the concept of hybrid texts. Using this as
a model, students learned the structure of an information report and applied their knowledge to write their own reports about echidnas.
Building on this understanding, they then created imaginative short stories featuring an echidna as the main character, using narrative

structure.

Students embraced each writing challenge with enthusiasm, especially knowing their target audience was Prep to Year 2. They were excited
to share their finished books with Mrs Goody, along with special guests Mrs Benfer and Mrs Griffin.

Their excitement grew even more when Mrs Goody announced that their books will be catalogued and barcoded, ready to be borrowed by
teachers to read in their classrooms in Term 3. What a wonderful achievement for our budding authors!
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GROWING CANE AT SFX

Blessed with the Best at SFX! Our school is thrilled to have been part of the Mackay’s Sweetest Schools Competition this year. What an
incredible experience for our students! We were extremely lucky to have Mr Jono Townley visit and teach us all about growing cane. His
passion, knowledge and down-to-earth things made learning not just easy, but exciting. While we’re absolutely delighted to have earned
two 2" place ribbons, the students all agreed on one thing, the very best part was working with Mr Jono.

Thank you, MrJono, for inspiring our young learners and making this year’s competition unforgettable.
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On Monday, Mr Townley and the Year 4 classes gathered around to cut the cane that they had planted in Year 3.

Mr Townley used a big cane knife to slice the cane. He is going to enter the thickest and tallest sugar cane pieces into the "Sweet
Schools" competition at the Mackay Show. Shakira, from Canegrowers Brisbane, came to test the cane for the show.

Sugar cane starts as an eye and sprouts into a big type of grass.

Stella Dale, 4KR

A SWEET SUCCESS FOR SFX

The sugar cane at SFX got chopped this week, and it looks absolutely amazing! Itis tall, heavy, and definitely sweet. Mr Townley said that it’s
the best and the tallest he has seen, so we reckon it is going to be the winning cane at the show!

We also had a visit from Shakira, who was a total fact-telling machine. She told us all about the cane's eyes and sprouts, but she was
practically left speechless because our class already knew everything!

Our Class Goals: To see SFX win!

By Maximilian Heckscher, 4KR

PREP 2027

Existing family interviews will be held
laterin the year.

GOOD LUCK ~ SFX RUGBY LEAGUE TEAM

You are all invited to come down to Abbott Park (Souths Juniors), Casey Avenue, South Mackay on Wednesday 24 June and cheer on our
SFX rugby league team who will challenge Sarina for the John Paap Shield. Good luck everyone!

4.15pm ~ Field 2

Don Grobe John Paap
Northview Vs Mirani St. Francis vs Sarina
4:15pm 4:15pm

Presentations
5:05pm




PARENT ENCGAGEMENT GROUP
PARENT ENGAGEMENT GROUP TRIVIA NIGHT A GOLD MEDAL SUCCESS

The Parent Engagement Group’s Olympic-themed Trivia Night, held on Saturday 20th June, was a fantastic success and a wonderful
celebration of community spirit.

The evening was made even more vibrant by teams embracing the Olympic theme, with many going all out in creative and colourful costumes.
From athletes to nations, the effort and enthusiasm added an extra layer of fun and camaraderie to the night.

Guests enjoyed eight rounds of challenging and entertaining trivia questions, keeping teams on their toes and sparking plenty of friendly
competition.

A highlight of the night was the delicious food on offer, with generous nibblie platters from Bronny & Bonez and Ma’s Pizza ensuring everyone
was well fed as the competition heated up. The raffle was another standout feature, with an impressive array of prizes generously donated by
our wonderful sponsors.

A special thank you goes to our Gold Sponsor, Mason Stubbs from Guardian Real Estate, whose generous support played a significant role
in making the evening such a success. And the BIGGEST thank you to our other sponsors!!!! The night would not have gone ahead without your
kindness and generosity.

Congratulations to our Winning Team, WADA-YOU-MEAN: Best Dressed: SHUTTLECOCKS and a light-hearted nod to our Wooden Spoon
recipients the WHISTLE BLOWERS, who embraced the spirit of the evening with great humour.

We are also grateful to St Patrick’s College for generously providing the use of their school hall.

The Parent Engagement Group would like to make special thanks to Mrs Benfer for going above and beyond, to our host James Bailey and to St
Patrick’s for the use of their wonderful hall.

We’d also like to thank: Stephanie O’Riely, Vanessa Dale, Nicole Smith, Kelly Walz, Paula Galea, Tenielle De Thomasis, Roslyn Carson, Emily

Rovelli, Jo Lovi, Luke Ferguson, Sharell Ferguson, Chloe DiFilippo, Matt DiFilippo, Jaimee Power, Shelly Schulz, Zoe Vacanneo, Olivia
Drochmann, Margaret Corby, Reece Benfer, Michael Del Dot, Josh Ribaldone, Carla Breslin, Nicole Geisler and Jordan Gray Knight.

It was a night full of laughs, great memories and a few surprisingly competitive trivia moments that reminded us all just how seriously we take
a trivia sheet. In the end, the real winner was trivia itself, clearly none of us knew as much as we thought we did.

We’re feeling grateful for our school community and already looking forward to doing it all again at Trivia 2027.
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Erlday October 16th _
5pm to 9pm




COMMUNITY NEWS

St Francis Xavier Primary School is excited to announce that the Football Queensland Girls United School
Program is coming to our schooll

Girls United is a social football program designed exclusively for women and girls, welcoming new, existing
and returning players. The Girls United School Program is an affordable initiative that helps break down
barriers to participation, costing just $40 for the full four-week program. Please see below program details,
registration link and flyer. All participants must be registered prior to the clinic starfing, using the link below.

&t Francis Xavier Primary School

NMackenzie 5t West Mackay

Tuesdays, 3pm - 3:45pm

21st, 28th July, 4th, 11th August

Register here: hitps:iiregistration.squadi.com/userRegistration? organigationld=ebaad4461-9¢23-4dcd-§30c-
f27b8db891948 competitionld=48fed 3b5-69b0-4153-b5d7 -da%ard6222cl

For any questions, please contact the FQ team at
womenandgirsi@footballqueensland.com.au

Thank you.

WHEN: THURSDAY 9" JULY 2026 Calling a“ Boys a“d Gil‘ls!!

5 . : Grab your friends and join the fun of Smash Series Da
TIME:  9:30 AM-11:30 AM y iseorpl b y

. * Skills Session
WHERE HARRUP PARK * Games are 60 minutes & done
WH: BOYS &GIRLS 5-8

* No protective equipment required
. 1 i  Just turn up and play! r
5 $2O ‘ Location : HARRUP PARK ‘
Date : FRIDAY 10™ JULY 2026

Time : 9:30am - 1:30pm
Boys and Girls 8-11

COST: $40 (includes lunch)
&7\ REGREGISTER HERE
CONTACT: Mel Dwyer 0424599722

com.au

yer@q

JOIN US FOR THE NAMING OF THE

LAURIE SHEPHERD OVAL- AN e e

MONDAY AUGUST 24

Victoria Park State School would love to welcome past 5’!1,; _": l
present students, staff, families and community mgmber's, 3 |

Q SOUTH MACKAY

come together to honour the remarkable contribution of former ABBOTT PARK
Principal Laurie Shepherd. Il
W12
THURSDAY 4'65‘5“ |t 9=

30 JULY 2026 < MIXED

COMPETITION

VICTORIA PARK STATE SCHOOL OVA!

CNR SHAKESPEARE & HAGUE ST

LAURIE SHEPHERD A friendly community game of football

£\ celebrating the spirit, connection and
COMMUNITY ¥ love of school sport that Laurie Shepherd
CHRLLENGE championed throughout his years of

service.

8 WEEK SEASON

$99

EARLY BIRD

Come along, reconnect with old friends, share memories and be part of this

@TRLMACKAY
special occasion as we celebrate Laurie's legacy and our school's rich

history

Lrevyone




