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Dear Families and Friends of our School Community, 

 

As we step confidently into Term 3, I am struck by just how far our school community has come this year. Each term has carried its own 
rhythm, its own challenges and its own celebrations and together, we have shaped a year defined by purpose, progress and genuine 
connection. The energy across classrooms, playgrounds and staffrooms tells a clear story: our students are thriving, our staff are united in 
their practice and our families continue to be the heartbeat of our community. 

 

We have implemented new approaches in literacy and inquiry learning has lifted engagement and strengthened outcomes.   Our teachers 
have embraced ongoing professional learning, refining practice and modelling lifelong learning for students. Our student voice has flourished, 
with leadership opportunities expanding across the school. 

Every achievement reflects our shared belief in high expectations, continuous improvement and the power of working together.  In the coming 
weeks, we will reach one of the most significant milestones of our year, moving into our new learning spaces. This project has been years 
in the making and it stands as a testament to the unwavering support of our parents, carers and wider community. 

 

Together, we have imagined, planned and prepared these learning environments that inspire curiosity, collaboration and creativity. Now, we 
are ready to embrace them.  This move marks a new chapter, one filled with opportunity, innovation and pride. 

 

This year has reminded us of what is possible when a community moves forward with shared purpose. Term 3 gives us the opportunity to 
celebrate how far we’ve come, acknowledge what we’ve achieved, and embrace the exciting journey still ahead. I look forward to continuing 
this momentum with you all as we guide our students toward a confident and successful term.  

With warmest regards,  

Amanda Griffin ~ Acting Principal 
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Week 1 
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, PRIORITIES and GOALS 2026 

 

Term 3 Week 2 

 
DIBELS TESTING ALL WEEK P – 6 

SFX ART COMPETITION COMMENCES 
Mon 20 July:  »Deadly Choices 
Tues 21 July:  »NAIDOC Mass 
   »PEG Meeting ~ 5.30pm ~ Staffroom 
    (All welcome to attend) 
Wed 22 July:  »Parish Mass ~ 8.30am 
   »Cyber Safety Talks – Yrs 3 - 6 
Thurs 23 July: »Yr 6 Camp Info Night  
    (Yr 6 Classrooms ~ 5.00pm) 
Fri 24 July:  »Mackay Mathematics Challenge 
   »National Tree Planting Day 
   »Assembly ~ 8.30am 
   »Yr 6 Puberty Talk ~ 1.30pm 
 

Term 3 Week   

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 
‘SHINE YOUR LIGHT INSPIRE OTHERS’ 

 

 

 

 

Mon 27 July:  »Assembly – 8.30am 

   »Deadly Choices-(First Nations Students) 

Tues 28 July:  »Catholic Education Mass (Live streamed  
    from Rockhampton) 
Wed 29 July:  »Parish Mass ~ 8.30am 

Fri 31 July:  »Assembly ~ 8.30am 

   »St Patrick’s Extended Learning 

   »Catholic Education Week Liturgy~9.00am 

    Morning Tea in Pastoral Groups) 

   »CMC Cultural Visit 
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St Francis Xavier Art Competition 

St Francis Xavier School will hold our annual Art Competition in Term 3. The competition will open in Week 2 on Monday 
20 July and entries will close in Week 7 on Monday 24 August. 

There are three awards presented: 

· The Judge’s Choice 
   · The People’s Choice 
   · The Principal’s Choice 

The winning entries will be framed and displayed in the school library, and the winner of each category will receive a small trophy. 

A local artist will be invited to judge the Judge’s Choice award. The People’s Choice award will be decided by staff and students, with all 
students given the opportunity to vote by secret ballot in their class. The Principal’s Choice award will be selected by the principal. 

Entries are to be individual pieces completed at home. The work must belong entirely to the student. All entry forms must be signed by the 
student and their parent, or by the teacher if the work has been completed in class, to certify that the work is entirely the student’s own. 
Entries: 

- must be able to be framed and hung, must be no larger than A4 
- may be completed on A4 art-block paper provided by the school on request to 

Ms Batchelor in the office 
- are limited to one entry per student 
- no entry fee 
- must not have a signature on the front of the work until after judging 

Entry forms will be available from the office. 
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At times, your child may become sick at school. We have very strict guidelines we are required to follow. These guidelines are provided 

to us by Catholic Education Office Rockhampton and are informed by Queensland Health.  

If your child presents at our office with any serious or contagious symptoms, they will be provided with first aid, and you will be contacted 

immediately.  

If your child requires and ambulance, we will not hesitate to call one, if we believe your child is in danger and we are unable to assist 

them, medically.  

We do have students who present themselves to the office on a regular basis, advising they are not feeling well.  At times, this is more 

about not wanting to be in class, not feeling comfortable with a change in the school routine or perhaps even an issue that is not school 

related. Over time and with communication from home, we get to know these students and follow advice from parents as to what helps 

them to return to class, if they are not genuinely unwell.  

How can you, our parents help us? 

If one of our office staff rings and ask you to collect your child from sick bay, please comply with this request. We have two beds in our 

sick bay and often have an office full of students, who are not well. This means, some children must sit on chairs in the office. This is not 

conducive to getting well quickly. If your child has contagious symptoms such as cold or flu or vomiting and diarrhea symptoms, we will 

contact you to collect your child as we are mindful, not only that your child needs to be in a comfortable bed at home to rest and recover, 

but also that we have 568 students and over 70 staff whom we need to protect.  

We understand, when parents are working outside of the home, it is sometimes difficult to stop work to collect a sick child, but we also 

need to consider the health and safety of our staff and students. Whilst our office staff are all trained and have up to date first aid 

certificates, they are not medical professionals and so they need you to collect your child, if he or she is sick. 

If you believe your child is sometimes inclined to imagine symptoms and fain illness, we ask that you speak to them about it and provide 

them with strategies to assist them to only present at the sick bay when they are genuinely ill.  

We thank you for your help and support. 
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Prep - Year 6 teachers will be holding their Parent/Teacher Interviews in weeks 8 - 10 of Term 3. The interviews will be 10mins long. All 
appointment times will be booked through Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit.  

 Please check to make sure you are able to access Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit before the interview dates. If you are having issues with this, 
please speak to Leigh Batchelor in our administration office.  

 Once you have selected your interview time, I encourage you to record this somewhere important, so you arrive at your child’s interview at 
the correct time. If you need to check the time that you have selected, you are able to log in to Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit and click on the 
Parent Teacher Interviews tab and your interview times will be displayed on the screen. 

 

Please remember that interviews are organised so parents and teachers can chat about each child’s progress and challenges. It is 
encouraged that your child is not present in the classroom whilst the interview is taking place. Either arrange for them to be cared for or they 
will be required to sit quietly outside of the classroom – no playgrounds or other school areas are to be used. 

 

Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit – Open for bookings: beginning of Week 6 to the end of Week 7 
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PREP A 
We can’t forget our hardworking Prep A class, who have also been busy creating short texts and retelling familiar stories using our favourite 
book of the moment, Luna Roo!  The students have created some incredible artwork and sentences to match their ideas.  We are so proud 
of their effort, creativity and growing confidence as writers. 
 

 
 
PREP S 
The children used our Bump It Up Wall and added annotations after analysing each page in the story.  We also went through some special 
words that we might use in our writing. The children drew a picture of their favourite page or character and had a go at constructing one or 
two sentences to match their illustrations.  After writing their first sentence, their partners asked questions about their drawings to find out 
more.  Their second sentence came from answering the questions from their wondering peers.  We explored unfamiliar vocabulary and 
discussed the meanings of new words.  The children practised using each new word in sentence. As we read the story, we drew the soccer 
pitch and placed the characters around it based on the events on each page.  The children also drew each level on the Bump It Up Wall to 
help them develop a clear understanding of what each level look like. 
It has been lovely to seek their confidence grow as readers, writers and thinkers throughout Luna Roo! 
 

 
PREP M 
Prep M have had a wonderful time this term immersing themselves in the beautiful story Luna Roo:  The Kangaroo Baller. 
This much-loved book has sparked so much learning in our classroom.  Students have used Luna Roo to extend their writing, practise 
spelling patterns, build reading confidence and explore their creativity through art, movement and storytelling.  It has been lovely to see 
Prep M so engaged with the characters, language and ideas in the story.  What a joyful way to learn. 
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Dear Parents,  
 
ICAS is an online academic competition that gives students the opportunity to challenge their higher 
order thinking and problem-solving skills in English and Mathematics.  
 Every student who participates is celebrated and recognised with a printed certificate in each subject area, and 

an online results report to track development each year. Top performers are eligible for one of the highly coveted ICAS medals. 
The assessments we offer are English and Mathematics for Years 4, 5 and 6 These will be conducted in Weeks 5 and 7 in August. Each test 
costs $21.95 
 
How to participate in ICAS  
If you wish for your child to participate in ICAS this year, please:   
 

1. Read about ICAS subjects and prices here: (icasassessments.com/products-icas/)  
2. Read the terms and conditions here: (icasassessments.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-ICAS-Assessments-Schools-
TsCs_S2023.V6-1.pdf)  
3. Go to the Parent Portal to sign up to chosen subject areas here: (shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps) 
4. Enter our school’s access code – LLQ284 
5. Enter your child’s details, select the subject areas your child would like to participate in, then proceed to payment. 
Please note that the ICAS subject areas shown for selection are at the school’s discretion.   
After payment is made via the Parent Payment System, you will receive an order confirmation email, please keep this for your records. Entries 
close on Monday 27 July. 
Kind Regards 
Mrs Tracey Galletly (Equity teacher) 
 

YEAR ONE SPECIAL VISITS – Term 2 

Last term, our Year 1 cohort was fortunate to enjoy some very special visits that enriched our learning. 

BEES VISIT 

Theo’s dad kindly visited us to share his knowledge about the bee hives on their property. We learned many fascinating facts about these 
important insects and how they help produce the delicious honey we enjoy. Rivah’s parents also treated us to a special tasting, where we 
sampled this healthy treat and even got to see the wax comb and the amazing hexagon shapes inside the honey.  

We are very grateful to our families for sharing this wonderful learning experience with us. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRE TRUCK VISIT 

Our visit from the fire brigade was very exciting and full of important learning. We discovered what to do if there is a fire at home and who to 
call in an emergency. A highlight for many of us was getting to spray the big fire hose and aim at the koala target! We would like to say a big 
thank you to the fire brigade for taking the time to visit us and teach  

us how to stay safe. 

 

         



YEAR ONE’S PIRATE DAY 
The children had a fantastic time getting into the pirate spirit – especially when we tied up Mrs Griffin and attempted to make her walk the 
plank (luckily, she was rescued just in time by some brave students.)  Although the rain tried its best to sink our ship, it didn’t stop their fun.  
The students enjoyed a range of exciting activities, including creating pirate maps, going on a treasure hunt, and playing plenty of pirate-
themed games.  The fun continued with pass the parcel and a lively disco to finish off the day.  We truly had a wonderful time – what a 
fantastic adventure it was! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

YEAR SIX MARKETS 

Our students sold an impressive range of creative products that delighted everyone who stopped by.  Even though it was a long day for our 
budding entrepreneurs, the smiles, laughter and steady stream of visiting classes kept every stall buzzing with energy.  

We’re incredibly proud of the teamwork, enthusiasm and resilience. Year 6 showed throughout the event.  All funds raised will go directly 
towards our Year 6 camp this term.  Thank you to everyone who supported us and helped make the day such a success!   

Thank you to our Year 6 teachers for supporting this event and making it so successful.  Miss Leotta, Miss Beatson and Mrs Douglas. 

UNDER 10’S RUGBY LEAGUE GALA DAY
Last term, 16 of our students proudly represented St Francis Xavier at the Tom Dearden’s Gala Day.  What a great opportunity for our 
students to showcase their talents, enjoy a day of rugby league and represent our school with pride.  They played with determination, 
encouraged one another and showed wonderful sportsmanship throughout the day. A big thank you to the organisers, staff and families who 
supported our students.  Well done to everyone involved – we are very proud of you!



ATHLETICS 

Last term was a big one for sport, and our students proudly represented SFX at the Southern Suburbs Athletics Carnival.  Across the day, our 
students gave their best in running and sprints, long jump, throwing events and more.  It was wonderful to see so many of our SFX kids 
showing excellence, not only in their efforts on the field, but also in the way they encouraged others.  We are very proud of each student who 
took part and grateful to everyone who supported them throughout the day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

FIRST NATIONS STUDENTS 

Today some of our First Nation students took part in the Deadly Choices program. 

Led by Corbin and Keeley, the sessions focus on making healthy lifestyle choices – covering everything from nutrition and physical activity to 
wellbeing and smart everyday decisions.  It’s held in a warm and supportive environment that the kids absolutely love.  We already can’t 
wait for next week!  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGE CUP~2026 
What a fantastic three days of sport and school spirit at this year’s Challenge Cup.   

Our girls qualified for the playoffs in the Medal/Trophy division and finished their final game with a hard-

fought draw.   

Our boys competed in the Challenge Cup plate final and came away with a well-deserved win! 

We are incredibly proud of every student for the way they represented SFX both on and off the field. 

A huge thank you to our wonderful PEG Committee for keeping everyone well fed across all three days.  

Your support was greatly appreciated!  Also, to staff members who were there to look after and cheer 

on our students for the three days.  THANKYOU! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LoveFaith Mercy    Excellence

 

 

Mackay Show Handwriting Prizes 



COMMUNITY NEWS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Т  AUSKICK & SUPERKICK IS COMING TO ST FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL! Т  

Get ready for 6 weeks of fun, fitness and footy! 

Auskick is the perfect program for kids to get active, build confidence, learn new skills and make new friends in a safe and inclusive 
environment. 

The first session is a FREE Come & Try, so your child can give it a go before registering for the full program. 

Whether your child is brand new to AFL or already loves the game, everyone is welcome to join in! 

•  Start Date: 29th July 

•  Day: Wednesdays 

 Time: 3:15pm – 4:15pm 

…  Program Length: 6 weeks 

₃  joe.brooks@afl.com.au 

ₓ  0429 613 562 

Ӵ  Register here: 

Auskick 5-7 years  

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǇƭŀȅƘǉΦŎƻƳκŀƅκǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊκфŦптŘо 

{ǳǇŜǊƪƛŎƪ уπмн ȅŜŀǊǎ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǇƭŀȅƘǉΦŎƻƳκŀƅκǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊκроноŜō 
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