
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Care Givers, 

Welcome back to Term 3. I hope you have been able to spend some time with your children over the past 
2 weeks enjoying each other’s company.  
 
 
Have you collected your child from school in the afternoon and 
asked, ‘what did you do today’ and received the response 
‘nothing’ or ‘I don’t know’?  Silly question, of course you have.  
I think back to my school days and more often than not, that 
was the answer I would give my mother – so fifty odd years 
later, parents are still getting the same response.  Do you 
want to change that?  Look at the 5 alternate questions you 
might ask your child.  Give it a go and see if you get a better 
response. 
 
 
 
 

 

As you can see from the calendar below, we have another extremely busy term – it has begun with 
Challenge Cup in Yeppoon, Whitsunday Voices, Life Education sessions, Rock Pop Mime practice 
continuing, Spanish lessons resuming and Dance being delivered differently. And that is just Week 1!  
Ask your child if they are enjoying Dance classes this year! Even some of the staunchest nay sayers were 
heard to say on Wednesday, ‘that was better than last year’.  This year Leisa, our wonderful Arts teacher, 
is teaching each year level, dance moves from different eras – e.g. Year 4 are learning the 1920’s 
Charleston!  She will have all of these dances showcased in an extravaganza called “Arena Spectacular” 
on Thursday 15th September. Be sure to keep that date free. 

 

During the holiday period, NAIDOC Week was celebrated. The theme of NAIDOC week was -  
‘Get Up, Show Up, Stand Up”. 

This year’s theme reflects and acknowledges the hidden history of this country and the significant acts and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the fight for their rights. 
As part of our celebrations for NAIDOC Week, our Leadership team and indigenous students will attend 
the regional NAIDOC mass, officiated by Bishop Michael, at St Josephs’ church next Tuesday, 18 July.  
You are most welcome to attend, should you wish. 

 

VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS FOR STAFF AND PARENTS 
The COVID-19 Vaccination Requirements for schools was revoked, effective from 1am, 30th June 2022.  This 
means that staff, workers and parent volunteers are no longer required to be vaccinated for COVID-19 in 
order to attend schools. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
God Bless, 
Olivia 

Friday 15, 2022 
Week 1 

 

 
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2022 

Catholic Social Teaching,  Mercy Charism,  Spelling,  Reading, 
Wellbeing and Sustainability 

 

 

 
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2022 

Catholic Social Teaching, Mercy Charism, Spelling, Reading, Wellbeing and 
Sustainability 



 

TERM 3 
 

12 – 22 July  Life Education Sessions for all classes 
13 – 15 July  Challenge Cup in Yeppoon for our Yrs. 5/6 netball and football teams 
13 & 14 July  Pie Drive collections 
18 July  Eucharist Workshop @ 3:30pm 
   Art Competition entries open 
19 July  NAIDOC Mass – St Joseph’s Church – Bishop Michael to officiate 
   Board Meeting 
22 July  Rock Pop Mime – good luck to our dance troop. 
   Class Captain announcements on assembly 
20 - 22July  Jodie Benfer, Tracey Galletly, Kathy Douglas & Tayhla Powell in  

Rockhampton for Maths Project 
27 July  Catholic Education Prayer Celebration @ 10:00am followed by picnic lunch  

with parents 
28 July  Beanies for Brain Cancer fundraiser 
29 July  Open Afternoon 5:00 – 6:00pm followed by Disco 
1 August  NAIDOC activities 
   Eucharist Workshop @ 3:30pm 
3 & 4 August  Japanese Tyke-Oh presentation 
4 August  Board meeting 
5 August  Walk to School Safely 
   Mini Vinnies Social Justice Day– Years 5 & 6 
8 August  St Mary of the Cross MacKillop prayer celebration @ 11:30 lead by Year 4 
9 August  P & F Meeting in staffroom @ 6:00pm 
10 – 12 August Jodie Benfer in Rockhampton for APC Conference 
13 August  Sacrament of Confirmation & Eucharist @ 6:30pm – SFX church 
14 August  Sacrament of Confirmation & Eucharist @ 9:00am – SXF church 
19 August  Regional Principals’ meeting 
   Art Competition entries close 
23 August  Board meeting 
26 August  Book Week dress up 
   Disco 6 – 7:30pm (own choice theme) 
30 & 31 August Fathers’ Day stall 
31 August  Year 2 HaSS excursion 
1 September  Fathers’ Day prayer celebration & morning tea 
   National Indigenous Literacy Day 
2 September  PUPIL FREE DAY    
4 September  HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY 
5 September  Year 3 Multicultural Day 
5 – 7 September Year 5 camp 
5 – 9 September Book Fair 
7 September  World Duchenne Awareness Day – wear yellow 
9 September  TWILIGHT MARKETS 
14 September SFX swimming carnival 
15 September Dance extravaganza – ‘Arena Spectacular’  
16 September LAST DAY OF TERM  



 

 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH, WEST MACKAY SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & EUCHARIST 

 
Enrolment Mass Eucharist       Saturday 23rd July at 6pm or Sunday 24th July 9am 
 

Eucharist Workshop 1                 Monday, 18th July 
 

Eucharist Workshop 2                  Monday, 1st August 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation and Eucharist  Saturday 13th 6:30pm August 

Sunday 14th 9am August 

Newsletter Week 1 
 
The Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum 
Throughout this term, our school will be once again implementing the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum 
with students in all year levels.  The curriculum is based on principles of best practice in child safety education and 
centres around three key messages: Recognise, React and Report. Through a series of lessons, students will 
learn how to recognise, react and report when they are unsafe or find themselves in situations that can have a 
significant detrimental effect on their physical, psychological or emotional wellbeing.  
Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum can be found at www.education.qld.gov.au/child-
safety-curriculum. 
 
RECOGNISE 
This week we are starting to implement the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum. The first key safety 
message of the curriculum is recognised. Recognise is about being aware of your environment.  
Children, young people and adults can all learn to take notice of what is happening around them to help keep 
themselves safe. Everyone can use clues, such as the things we see, hear, smell or feel to help protect us from 
harm and keep ourselves safe. Clues can be simple things that warn us about a danger, e.g. hearing a fire alarm or 
seeing smoke, that prompt us to react. We can also use clues to prepare for potentially unsafe situations, e.g. if we 
are walking alone at night, then we try to use a well-lit route and avoid secluded lanes or parks.  
 
When we recognise that there might be a safety problem, we can take steps to move away or reduce the risk or 
develop strategies that can help keep us safe. For instance, if you are in a busy environment such as the Ekka or a 
local event where there are big crowds, you might consider what you and your child could do if you became 
separated. Strategies could include: going to a highly visible pre-determined meeting spot; writing your phone 
number on a card and placing it in your child’s pocket; identifying who your child could approach if they become 
lost, e.g. police, staff at a booth.  
 

Term 2 Winter Warmers Appeal 
Miss Shannon Cross, our Advocate for the Religious Life of the School at St Francis Xavier (ARLoS), 
along with her MJR leaders drove the Winter Warmers Appeal and below are the fruits of your amazing 
generosity.  Thank you to all who were able to contribute to the appeal.  

 

 

Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum 
 

http://www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum
http://www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum


 

St Francis Xavier Art Competition 2022 
 
St Francis Xavier School will be holding our annual Art competition again beginning on 
18 July and ending on 19 August     
There will be three awards presented in the competition:  

- The Judge’s Choice 

- The People’s Choice 

- The Principal’s Choice 
 
The winning entries will be framed and hung in the school library and the winner of each category will 
receive a small trophy.  Our invited judge, Bradley Short and artist and owner of Milton Framers, will 
determine the winner.  The People’s Choice award will be determined by staff and students.  All students 
will be given the opportunity to vote for their choice by secret ballot through their class. The Principal’s 
Choice will be awarded by Olivia.  
 
The entry may be part of artwork that has been completed in class time or it may be an individual’s piece 
completed at home.  Importantly, the work must belong entirely to the student.  Therefore, all entry 
forms must be signed by the student and his/her parent [or teacher – if the work has been done in class] 
certifying that the work is entirely that of the student. 
 
Entries: 

• must be able to be framed and hung 

• maximum size A4 

• A4 art-block paper is provided by the school on request to Mrs Chick in the office 

• only one entry per person 

• no entry fee 

• no signature on the front of the work until after judging  
 
Entries open on 18 July and close on 19 August 
Announcement of winners will be made once the winning entries have been framed.  
 

 
Sports Uniform Days for Term 3 

Please see below for the new sports uniform days for next term. During Term 3, Leisa 

Persson and Maree Poots will be taking each year level for dance lessons. At the end 

of Term 3 we will be having a dance concert – further details will be sent out later in the 

term. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2CP 
4T 

4BL 
5N 
6W 

2MW 
3C 

5G 
4C 
1S 
6P 
3H 
PW 
2W 

All classes to wear 
sports uniform for 

dance. 
1C 
6G 
1D 
PB 
3K 
PD 
5E 

No sports uniform. Year 6 – Senior 
shirts. 

1C 
6G 
1D 
PB 
3K 
PD 
5E 



 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE DUE BACK TO CLASSROOM TEACHERS BY 
FRIDAY 26th AUGUST. 

If your child has misplaced their reading form, please contact their classroom teacher. It would be lovely to 
see the whole school participating in the challenge to enjoy reading as well as improve reading skills. 
 

From the Reef Guardian Team 
 

 
 
6 easy ways you can make your child’s 
lunch box waste-free 
 
 
 

1. Invest in a non-toxic and durable lunch box. 
2. Swap plastic wrap for beeswax wraps.  
3. Swap disposable water bottles or pre-packaged fruit 

juice containers for reusable stainless steel or 
Bisphenol A (BPA) free plastic water bottles.  

4. Swap single-use sandwich bags for reusable 
sandwich bags. 

5. Swap plastic utensils for stainless steel, BPA free 
plastic or bamboo cutlery. 

6. Swap pre-packaged yoghurt tubs for reusable 
stainless steel or BPA free plastic containers. 

 
 
Congratulations 

to our Reef 

Guardian Club 

on securing a 

Woolworths 

Landcare Grant 

for 2022.   

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep collecting bread bags and bread tags.   

We are not collecting bottle tops at this stage.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Number of books per 

year level  
Prep to Year 2 - Read or 

experience 20 books.  

Years 3 and 4 - 20 books  Years 5 and 6 - 15 books  



 

   

Our girls and boys from Year 5 & 6 travelled to Yeppoon for the annual Diocesan Primary Schools 
Challenge Cup.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our children to compete with other schools across the 
diocese.  Word from the supervisors is that all have had a fabulous time and our students have 
represented our school with pride.  Today, the boys are playing for the bowl and the girls are playing for 
the medal.  Thank you to Mrs Hyde, Mrs Ellis, Mrs Pustkuchen, Ms Wellby and Mr Wayne Large for 
training the children as well as accompanying them to Yeppoon.  The results to date are as follows… 
 
  Wins  Losses  Tied 
Netball  2  3  1 
 
Football 1  3 
 
 
 
Netball and Football final results not in yet. 



 

 

• Next meeting – 9 August 

• Twilight Markets – 9 September 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    


