
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SFX SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2021 

Mercy Charism, Writing, Problem Solving, Wellbeing and Partnerships 
Friday 30 July, 2021 

Week  4 

Tuesday 3 August 

 Board Meeting-6.00pm 
Wednesday 4 August 

 National Aboriginal & Islander 
Children’s Day 

 Sisters of Mercy Foundation Day 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

Saying 'thank you' is the simplest way to say, 'I appreciate you'. People also feel more motivated when they are 
appreciated and praised. It indicates that you recognise their effort. This may even encourage them to go the extra 
mile. 
This small act of kindness is a powerful tool that's constantly at your disposal, so use it often and see how the 
act of thanking makes you feel as awesome as being thanked!  
Now, more than ever, we need to make sure that we help our children develop hearts filled with thankfulness. 
There is no better antidote for the influences of a me-centred society than an “attitude of gratitude.” 
Are the following in your arsenal of gratitude?  

• I appreciate what you did. 
• Thank you for thinking of me. 
• Thank you for your time today. 
• I value and respect your opinion. 
• I am so thankful for what you did. 
• I wanted to take the time to thank you. 
• I really appreciate your help. Thank you. 
• Your kind words warmed my heart.   
 
A number of thank yous must be given this week.  Firstly a huge thank you to Mary Oxenham( Miss O) who has 
single handedly planned and prepared our upcoming Open Morning this coming Sunday.  This has taken a great 
deal of time and co-ordination and to use two of the above quotes, Mary, “ we are so thankful for what you have 
done and we really appreciate your help”.   
A big thank you also to Kate Rackham (Yr 6 teacher) and Leisa Persson (parent) who coordinated, choreographed 
and costumed the children who participated in the recent Rock Pop Mime.  The children performed beautifully and 
their behaviour was exceptional.  They were an absolute credit to Kate, Leisa, their parents and the school.  To Kate 
and Leisa, “we are so thankful for what you did.” 
Finally, this week we celebrated a very important anniversary in 
Catholic Education in Australia - 200 years.  At our live streamed mass 
on Wednesday, certificates and gifts were presented by Miss Leesa 
Jeffcoat—Diocesan Director of Catholic Education, to the nominees for 
the Queensland wide Spirit of Catholic Education Awards.  Our very 
own Miss O was one of our regions nominees for 2021.  Mary’s 
generosity of spirit, commitment to Catholic Education, love of  those in 
her care and absolute drive to make this world a better place has made 
Mary a very worthy nominee.  Congratulations Miss O. 
 

Have a wonderful weekend.  Hope to see you at the  Open Morning on 
Sunday. 

God Bless, 



 

 

 

St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary 
School, Mackay    

               Strategic Priorities 2021 

1. Catholic Identity and Ethos          •  Effective Teaching and Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 

1.1 To embed and align Catholic Social 
Teaching and the Mercy charism 
throughout the Curriculum and the 
Teaching and Learning Framework. 
 

Goal: To educate our school community on who the 
founders of our school are and what values they have 
imparted.  

2.1 That our school has a culture of data 
informed practice where every student is 
engaged and learning successfully in their 
own ways. 

 
Goal: To embed 6 + 1 Writing Traits to improve 
student writing. 
 
Goal: To plan and deliver deep learning opportunities 
in Mathematics enabling students to become 
proficient in problem solving strategies and 
terminology.  

3. Pastoral Support and Wellbeing    

(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and 

Resourcing      

(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

 3.1 Based on the Diocesan Wellbeing 
Framework implement a student 
wellbeing program that focuses on each 
child being the best version of 
themselves. 

 

Goal: To identify and enhance the wellbeing of 
students through the BE YOU program (which is under 
the umbrella of the Diocesan Wellbeing Framework) to 
the school community. 
  

4.1 To enhance and develop parent and 
community partnerships to improve 
student learning. 
 
 
 
Goal: To inform our parent body about our spelling 
practices and changes to spelling homework.  



Assistant Principal Religion Education 

Amanda Griffin  

This week’s MJR focus was “Who’s in charge of your attitude?” 

 

Our attitude matters. It’s what drives our day and how we respond to everything around us. When we 
decide each morning to have a positive attitude, our day can start in a positive way and we can choose to 
have a good day.  

A quote I like to share is, “Every day may not be good, but there is something good in every day.” 

So, our task this week was to start each morning with a positive attitude and to find the good in your day. 
We looked for the good in someone else’s day, by helping someone, holding a door open, or letting 
other’s go first.  

 

Catholic Education Week 

On Wednesday, we celebrated the Catholic Education Mass at St Patrick’s Church.  We were joined by 

representatives from all Catholic schools in the Mackay area.  Father Don and 3 of his fellow priests 

concelebrated the Mass.  We were also joined by our director, Miss Leesa Jeffcoat, members of the 

DCEO leadership team and our wonderful Mercy Sisters.  One of our MJR Student Leaders, Arabella 

read the Prayer of the Faithful with great reverence and precision.  She and all our student leaders 

made us incredibly proud in the way they conducted themselves.  It was also lovely to run into two of 

our past students, Don Anthony and Savio who are both senior students at Holy Spirit College and have 

grown into lovely young men. 



PARISH MASS  - BOOKING INFORMATION 

 Link for weekend Mass bookings:   https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF 

 

 Booking availability commence 9am on the Monday previous.  If you are unable to book on 

 line please phone your respective Parish on the phone numbers listed below.  

 For St Patrick’s, St Francis Xavier, St Mary’s and St Michael’s 0460 423 603 or 4957 4807 from 9am to 3pm 
Monday to Friday.  

 

MASS TIMES 

Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton website http://rok.catholic.net.au/ 

Includes updates from Bishop Michael; the diocesan response to COVID 19; prayers and faith  resources; 
useful links and lots of other information regarding our diocese.  Join Bishop Michael for daily mass via the 
link above.   

Minnie Vinnies 

Our Mini Vinnies session began with a social justice slide, discussing 
what social Justice means and the role of St Vincent De Paul has in it. 
The students spoke about how everyone is different, and completed 
an activity where they had to follow instructions – everyone was 
given the same instructions, however all the groups’ drawings turned 
out differently. The students then named and created their very own 
Super Hero, making a list of their superpowers. Suddenly our Super 
Heroes were hit with a “ray of reality” and they no longer had 
unrealistic powers and the students had to name their good qualities 
that would help others (our super powers). Finally, the students 
recorded in groups, the five qualities they have to become a real life 
superhero.  

https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF
http://rok.catholic.net.au/


Assistant Principal Religion Education 

Amanda Griffin  

DANIEL MORCOMBE CHILD SAFETY CURRICULUM 

Throughout this term, our school will be once again implementing the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Cur-

riculum with students in all year levels.  The curriculum is based on principles of best practice in child safe-

ty education and centres around three key messages: Recognise, React and Report. Through a series of 

lessons, students will learn how to recognise, react, and report when they are unsafe or find themselves 

in situations that can have a significant detrimental effect on their physical, psychological or emotional 

wellbeing.  

Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum can be found at 

www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum. 

RECOGNISE 

This week we are starting to implement the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum. The first key safety 

message of the curriculum is recognise. Recognise is about being aware of your environment.  

Children, young people, and adults can all learn to take notice of what is happening around them to help 

keep themselves safe. Everyone can use clues, such as the things we see, hear, smell, or feel to help pro-

tect us from harm and keep ourselves safe. Clues can be simple things that warn us about a danger, e.g., 

hearing a fire alarm or seeing smoke, that prompt us to react. We can also use clues to prepare for poten-

tially unsafe situations, e.g., if we are walking alone at night, then we try to use a well-lit route and avoid 

secluded lanes or parks.  

When we recognise that there might be a safety problem, we can take steps to move away or reduce the 

risk or develop strategies that can help keep us safe. For instance, if you are in a busy environment such 

as the Ekka or a local event where there are big crowds, you might consider what you and your child 

could do if you became separated. Strategies could include: going to a highly visible pre-determined 

meeting spot; writing your phone number on a card and placing it in your child’s pocket; identifying who 

your child could approach if they become lost, e.g., police, staff at a booth.  

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum


Assistant Principal Administration 

Mary Oxenham  



St Francis Xavier Art Competition 2021 

St Francis Xavier School will be holding our annual Art Competition again beginning on 26 

July and ending on 20 August. There will be three awards presented in the competition: 

       The Judge’s Choice 

       The People’s Choice 

       The Principal’s Choice 

The winning entries will be framed and hung in the school library and the winner of each 

category will receive a small trophy. Our invited judge, Bradley Short an artist and owner of 

Milton Framers, will determine the winner. The People’s Choice award will be determined 

by staff and students. All students will be given the opportunity to vote for their choice by 

secret ballot through their class. The Principal’s Choice will be awarded by Olivia. 

The entry may be part of artwork that has been completed in class time or it may be an 

individual’s piece completed at home. Importantly, the work must belong entirely to the 

student. Therefore, all entry forms must be signed by the student and his/her parent [or 

teacher – if the work has been done in class] certifying that the work is entirely that of the 

student. 

Entries: 

• must be able to be framed and hung 

• maximum size A4 

• A4 art-block paper is provided by the school on request to Mrs Chick in the office 

• only one entry per person 

• no entry fee 

• no signature on the front of the work until after judging  

Entries open on 26 July and close on 20 August. 

Announcement of winners will be made on Assembly in Week 10. 



Assistant Principal Curiculum 

Jodie Benfer  

How do we assess spelling at SFX? 
The infamous Friday spelling test, once a staple in many classrooms. Many children talk about how they would prac-
tice their spelling words all week and even sleep with the spelling lists under their pillow at times, hoping that by os-
mosis, they would have a better recall of the words for the spelling test.  
 
Then comes the thought of the children who get a perfect score on the Friday’s spelling test are good spellers. But 
then Monday comes…. and the same word they aced on the test is misspelled in their writing. 
 
Some questions that come from this are: 
 
 Did the child really learn how to spell each word? 
 Do spelling tests really do any good at teaching kids how to spell? 
 Just because a child can memorise and regurgitate information, does that mean they have learned it well? 
 
And each time these questions are pondered, the answer always comes to a clear NO. 
 

Why we don’t give a Friday Spelling Test 
1. Getting 100% on a spelling test does not mean a child has mastery over those words. Most children, even those 

who earn that A+ on Friday’s test, will turn right around and misspell the same word in their writing the follow-
ing week. 

2. Just because a child can memorise words for a test does not mean they understand the logic or reasoning be-
hind the spelling of words. 

3. Children need multiple and meaningful exposure to concepts for it to ‘stick.’ Just one time through 
(memorising words for a spelling test) does not give them multiple (nor meaningful) exposure to the words. 
Most children need to read the words, write the words, and interact with the words through hands-on spelling 
activities to really know the word. 

(Misty Adoniou Associate Professor Learning and Literacy & Friday Spelling Test www.thisreadingmama.com) 

So, if we don’t test on a Friday how do our teachers ‘check in’ each week? 



Other examples of how we ‘check in’ with spelling across the school 

Dictation: Read the dictation passage in full so that children are familiar with the text before they write. 

Children complete pre-assessment dictation on loose leaf paper 

The colourful painting made the lady feel cheerful and able to forget the frightful experience she had at the 

beach.  She was fearful of the shark coming back and hopeful that the painful memories would fade in time. 

Our teachers regularly analyse the children’s writing samples to examine spelling errors and patterns. This helps our 

teachers to plan intervention that meets the needs of the whole class, group or individual student. 



      Premier’s Reading Challenge 

This year, our school will again participate in the Premier’s Reading Challenge. The Premier's Reading 

Challenge is not a competition but a way to encourage students to develop a love of reading for life. 

Children and students who complete the challenge have their efforts recognised through the receipt of a 

Certificate of Achievement signed by the Premier of Queensland. Early childhood centres will also 

receive a centre-wide certificate of recognition for their involvement. 

For a student to successfully complete the Premier's Reading Challenge they are required to read or 

experience the number of books indicated below: 

• Prep to Year 2—read or experience 20 books. 

• Years 3 to 4—read 20 books. 

• Years 5 and above —read 15 books. 

The reading period for the 2021 Premier's Reading Challenge commences on Monday 10th May and 

closes Friday 27th August. A reading log has now been given to each student to fill out at home when 

they complete a book. Please keep this reading log safe when students are recording their books as it 

will be due back to school around Week 7 of Term 3. Please let your classroom teacher know if you 

require a new log. 

Miss Tayhla Wood (5W) and Miss Shannon Cross (2C) 



 

A HUGE congratulations to SFX Team Pirates for achieving 

2nd Place in this year’s RockPop Mime competition at the 

MECC.  Our Year 6 Team performed  brilliantly and wowed 

us with their talents.   Thank you Mrs Rackham, Mrs 

Perrson and all the helpers for ensuring our performers 

shone so brightly on stage!  They were amazing!  Thank you 

so much to the Lions Club, Mackay for hosting this 

wonderful event each year! 
CONGRATULATIONS SFX TEAM PIRATES—2ND 

Term 3 HPE at SFX 

This term in HPE we are learning about Basketball. Each week we explore one of the 

fundamental skills needed to be a competent basketball player. This week we are learning how 

to be good dribblers, last week it was all about passing and over the coming weeks we will learn 

how to defend, shoot and rebound. 

Next week we are excited to try out our brand-new basketball rings that Mrs Caporn kindly put 

together during the holidays. We might even have some special visitors join us for lessons from 

the Mackay Basketball stadium!             Miss Stringer—HPE Teacher 

Health & Physical Education 

Shelley Stringer—HPE Teacher 

Rock Pop Mime—2021 

EXISTING FAMILIES—PREP 2022 ENROLMENTS 

REMINDER:  PLEASE CHECK YOUR INTERVIEW TIMES FOR NEXT WEEK  & 

WEEK  5. 



 

CONGRATULATIONS SFX TEAM PIRATES—2ND PLACE 

P&F ~ What's Happening 

 

P&F Meeting 

Thank you to our parents, friends and guardians who attended our P&F meeting last week.  We achieved a great 
outcome, thank you!  We invite you to our next meeting to discuss the upcoming events we have planned. Next 
meeting date:  Tuesday 24 August, 6.00pm in the staffroom.  Please mark this date on your cal-
endar. 

Volunteers 

We have a number of events throughout the year and with your help, many hands make light 
work.  To have all parents and friends enjoy our events too, we ask that you offer any time you 

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow 

Sunday August 1st, our school is hosting an Open Day and we encourage you to all attend for your children to 
show off their school.  This will be a fabulous event and hope to see you all there. Don't forget your cash! 

Disco - August 13th  - Please mark date on your calendar. 
We are excited to have our second Disco for the year - Tickets will be on sale in the UCA soon for $5 per 
family.  Our Year 6 students have chosen a “Scary theme”, so please start thinking of your costumes.  There will be 
best dressed and best dancer prizes - even for our parents and friends! 

Please remember to have cash for the event.  Helpers are very much appreciated for the evening. 

Xmas Fair Twilight Markets 

This year, we get to have our Xmas Fair Twilight Markets!  

We will have a massive night planned.   Rides, markets, stalls - you name it... it's there. The P&F request that each 
grade assists in the making of a fabulous event with helpers and contributions to the event.  We are requesting a 
year co-ordinator just to make light work with many hands.  You are still able to spend the evening with your 
children, we request a little help to get the ball rolling with the full support of the P&F team. If you can help out or 
interested to know a little more, please reach out to us at SFXM_PandFSecretary@rok.catholic.edu.au 

Uniform Shop  

Just a reminder the uniform shop is open every Monday morning from 8.15am - 8.30am in the school hall.  Don't 
forget your cash! 

 

Upcoming dates 

Please note, we ask for volunteers to help at our if events. 

 

Friday 13 August:  Disco—Theme:  “SCARY” 

Tuesday 24 August:  P&F Meeting-6.00pm-Staffroom 

Tuesday 31 August & Wednesday 1 September:  Father's Day Stall 

Thursday 2 September:  Father's Day Liturgy 

Friday 5 November:  Xmas Fair Twilight Markets 5.00pm-9.00pm 

 

Did you know? 

Australia has three times more sheep than people. 

mailto:SFXM_PandFSecretary@rok.catholic.edu.au



