
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SFX SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2021 

Mercy Charism, Writing, Problem Solving, Wellbeing and Partnerships Thursday 2 September, 2021 

WEEK 9 
6 Sept—10 Sept 

• BOOK FAIR 
Monday 6 September 

• Year 5 Camp 

• National Child Protection Week 

• Parent/Teacher Interviews  

 

Tuesday 7 September 

• Year 5 Camp 

• World Duchenne Awareness 

Day– Wear yellow-Gold coin 
 

Wednesday 8 September 

• Year 5 Camp 

 

Friday 10 September 

• R U OK Day 

• Year 2 Excursion to Botanical 

Gardens 
 
 

WEEK 10 
13 Sept—17 Sept 

 
Tuesday 14 September 

• Year 3 Multicultural Day 

 

Wednesday 15 September 

• Year 5 STEM Judging 

 

Thursday 16 September 

• Walk to School Day 

 

Friday 17 September 

• Art Competition Winners  are 

announced 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday 5 October  

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the passing of Mr Vincent (Vince) Brian Hurley on 

26 August at the age of 88 years. Vince taught at our school for many years and was one of the 

last of the truly old fashioned, great teachers. He was a wonderful role model who earned the 

respect of the many, many students fortunate enough to be in his class.  

Vince loved language and passed on his passion for the written word to those in his care. He was 

a  story-teller and the children loved his narratives, which always contained his quirky sense of 

humour.  

Vince would arrive bright and early at school each morning on his scooter, which the staff and 

students nick named “The Hurley Davison”. He was a true gentleman who believed in old 

fashioned good manners that are often, sadly forgotten in our modern world.  

Vince loved his Catholic Faith and lived it in all his relationships at school and in his personal life. 

If you were in Mr Hurley’s class, you certainly never missed a Religion lesson and prayers were 

both taught and said with great reverence. Vince was passionate about passing on his love of 

God to his students.  

 

 

 

 

When Vince retired in the early 2000s he wanted to leave a legacy and so he approached Mrs 

Viv Neale, another long standing, well loved staff member who was also retiring. Together, they 

left our school with the Hurley Neil Shield. This award is presented to one or more Yr. 6 students 

at the end of their primary schooling. Typical of both Vince and Viv, it was not for the highest 

academic achiever, or the greatest sportsman/woman. The Hurley/Neil Shield recognises the 

students who take pride in their school uniform, who try their hardest at whatever level they are 

working within the classroom and who fully immerse themselves in the life of the school by 

attending all the extra-curricular activities we provide.  

It is poignant that the qualities required to be awarded the Hurley/Neil Shield mirrored Vince in 

his life. He was always so neatly dressed, in the many positions he held in education over his 

long career, he always worked to the very best of his many abilities and he was such a 

cornerstone of our school, involved in all aspects of our school’s life.  

We wish Margaret, Vince’s wife, Michael and Denis, his sons and their families, all God’s 

strength and support during this sad time. Good- bye Mr. Hurley, may God bless you, you will be 

missed.  



St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary School, Mackay    

               Strategic Priorities 2021 

1. Catholic Identity and 

Ethos          

•  Effective Teaching and 

Learning                 

(NSIT Domains 2,5,6,7,8) 

1.1 To embed and align 
Catholic Social Teaching and 
the Mercy charism throughout 
the Curriculum and the 
Teaching and Learning 
Framework. 
 

Goal: To educate our school 
community on who the founders of 
our school are and what values they 
have imparted.  

2.1 That our school has a culture 
of data informed practice where 
every student is engaged and 
learning successfully in their 
own ways. 

 
Goal: To embed 6 + 1 Writing Traits to 
improve student writing. 
 
Goal: To plan and deliver deep learning 
opportunities in Mathematics enabling 
students to become proficient in problem 
solving strategies and terminology.  

3. Pastoral Support and 

Wellbeing    

(NSIT Domain 3) 

4. Leadership, Partnerships and 

Resourcing      

(NSIT Domains 1,4,9) 

 3.1 Based on the Diocesan 
Wellbeing Framework 
implement a student 
wellbeing program that 
focuses on each child being 
the best version of 
themselves. 

 

4.1 To enhance and develop 
parent and community 
partnerships to improve student 
learning. 
 
 
 
Goal: To inform our parent body about 
our spelling practices and changes to 
spelling homework.  



Assistant Principal Religion Education 

Amanda Griffin  

Making Jesus Real (MJR) 
Generosity 

 
This week’s MJR focus is the “Generosity”.  

 
How we present ourselves to others helps to build relationships with them. All of 
us feel insecure sometimes and we can help ourselves, and others, by giving small 
parts of ourselves in welcoming, a smile, a helping hand.  
 
Happiness comes from giving of ourselves to others. Happiness comes from 
within YOU, it can’t be bought. Remember, every small act of kindness is a living 
God moment. So, this week ask yourself how can I improve my generosity? Could 
you spend more time with the people you care about, rather than in front of a 
screen? Could you pack your own lunch or backpack? Could you do something 
without being asked?  

Be sure to give out an MJR token to anyone you see being generous this week.  
Have a blessed week everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Please pray for our communicants   

who will receive their  

First Holy Communion  

this weekend & next weekend. 

 

May God be there beside them on this special day,  

and forever love and guide them as they go along life’s way. 

 

Congratulations on your First Holy Communion 





Assistant Principal Administration 

Mary Oxenham  

 

 

 

 

 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER EISTEDDFOD SPEECH CHOIRS FOR 2021 

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE—MECC 

Prep:   Section 476A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Prep)  Monday 11 October, 2021 

Year 1:  Section 477A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 1) Wednesday 13 October, 2021 

Year 2:  Section 478B Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 2) Tuesday 12 October, 2021 

Year 3:  Section 479A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 3) Tuesday 12 October, 2021 

Year 4:  Section 480B Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 4) Thursday 14 October, 2021 

Year 5:  Section 481A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 5) Thursday 14 October, 2021 

Year 6:  Section 482A Choral Speaking for Primary Schools (Year 6) Monday 11 October, 2021  

Mary Oxenham ~ Assistant Principal:  Administration 

DANCE FEVER INTERSCHOOL CHALLENGE  

• YEARS 3—6 ONLY 

• TUESDAY 14 SEPTEMBER,2021 

• ‘CRATER’ McDONALD’S MULTI-SPORT STADIUM, Juliet Street 

• DOORS OPEN 5.30PM FOR 6.00PM START 

• $5.00 per person (including children competing) CASH ONLY-PURCHASE TICKETS AT DOOR 

“GOOD LUCK TO OUR STUDENTS” 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Toilets in primary schools have always created problems for the staff. Students often see the toilet blocks as a place to play in, 

throw water about and even spread the liquid soap around on the floor. Whilst we regularly speak to the students about using the 

toilets sensibly and even have posters up in the toilet blocks displaying the correct/safe behaviour in and around toilets, it is a 

constant struggle to ensure that students only use the toilet blocks correctly.  

To add to this regular set of problems, we have in the past year or so, had one or more boys, who are urinating either, on the 

floor, on the toilet rolls or up the walls. This unsafe, unhealthy behaviour is becoming a daily occurrence. As a result, we have boys 

who do not wish to use the toilets. We have tried adding targets to the boys toilet bowls. We have had to return to having Toilet 

Books, where the boys must write their name and time they go to the toilet, in the book. We are then having to check the toilets 

each half hour to ensure there is no urine on the floor/walls.  

As you can imagine, this behaviour is adding to the workload of a number of staff members and could be avoided if the boys 

simply used the toilets correctly. We take great pride in our school and feel blessed to have such beautiful resources. It is 

extremely disappointing that either one or some students have such disregard for the health and safety of others.  

Would you please speak to your boys about this issue and help us by reminding them of the correct behaviour in toilets. We really 

do need your support , as our words do not seem to be working. As you can imagine, it is very difficult to find those who are 

responsible.  

Mary Oxenham ~ APA 



Tuesday 7 September 

WEAR YELLOW FOR WORLD DUCHENNE AWARENESS DAY 

GOLD COIN DONATION 

World Duchenne Awareness Day is an annual event on 7 September every year to 

promote awareness for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD). 

What is Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD)? 

DMD is a life-limiting degenerative neuromuscular condition that eventually affects 

every muscle in the body, including the heart and lungs.  Children with DMD slowly 

lose their ability to walk and are usually wheelchair bound by the time they reach 

adolescence.  This condition is more common in boys with 1 in 3500 boys worldwide 

and there are also rare girls around the world with DMD. 

Why September 7th? 

The DMD gene, encoding for the dystrophin protein, is the longest human gene 

known.  It consists of 79 exons and is why World Duchenne Awareness Day is held on 

7/9 each year. 

Why yellow? 

We wear yellow for World Duchenne Awareness Day as we are supporting Our 

Superhero Boys charity, which is a local Mackay charity that supports Jensen Kynaston 

(Year 3 student) and his big brother Archie, who both have DMD. 

For more information, to to oursuperheroboys.org.au or find us on Facebook. 

Walk to School Safely Day at SFX! 

Thursday, 16th September, 2021 

Meet at Mackay Botanical Gardens at the  

Café at 7.30am 

Wear your school uniform and hat 

Let’s Walk Safely together to school! 

  Term 4  

         commences  

Tuesday 5 October, 2021 



Assistant Principal Curiculum 

Jodie Benfer  

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS FOR PREP—YEAR 6 

Last week of Parent Teacher Interviews.  They will finish next Friday—Week 9. 

Year 5 will be holding their Parent/Teacher Interviews in Weeks 7 & 8 of this term. 

Prep, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6 teachers will be holding their Parent/Teacher Interviews in 

Weeks 8 & 9 of this term.  

Reading for pleasure unlocks the power of information and imagination and helps children discover who 
they are. 
 

Our annual Book Fair starts on Monday 6 to Friday 10 September. The fair will be open from 8.00am to 
3:15pm Monday to Thursday and 8.00am to 11:30am Friday.  
 

Parents are welcome to come with their child/ren before & after school. 
 

All students will visit the fair with their class during the week, where they can write on their Wishlist or 
make a purchase. Each child was given a Wishlist slip today.  These slips can be used to make a credit card 
payment only for your child to spend at the fair. Please be aware no change can be given for credit card 
payments.  There will be eftpos & cash payments available. 
 

An email will be sent to all families with more information as well as photos of all the exciting books, 
posters & stationary items available to purchase from the fair. 
 

The library will receive a commission from the all sales from the Book Fair.  Let’s support the 2021 Book 
Fair.  The more books sold, the more commission received to restock our library with new books for the 
children. 

We look forward to seeing your family at our annual Book Fair! 
 

 

 



Term 3 Fees Now Overdue! 
If you did not receive your account, please contact Pauline in 

the office. 

Payments can be made in: Cash, EFTPOS, Cheque, Credit Card, 
Direct Debit, BPay or Internet Banking 

 

INTERNET BANKING DETAILS 

A/C:  St Francis Xavier School 

BSB:  034-210 

ACCOUNT: 811093 

REFERENCE: Account code at top right hand corner of invoice. 

Having difficulties finalizing your account? 

Please contact Pauline in the office or by phone:  0749511861. 

 



           P&F What's Happening  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xmas Fair Twilight Markets 
Rides, Markets, Stalls - you name it... It’ll be there! 

We would love the support & help from everyone where possible to make this year's Xmas Twilight Fair & 
Markets a success.   

The P&F invites a co-ordinator from each year level to assist in making this a fabulous event by contacting 
parent helpers and sourcing contributions.  Many hands makes light work!  You will still be able to spend 
time with your children.  We request a little help to get the ball rolling with the full support of the P&F 
team. If you can help or interested to know a little more, please reach out to us 
at  SFXM_PandFSecretary@rok.catholic.edu.au 

Uniform Shop  

Just a reminder that the uniform shop is open every Monday morning from 8.15am - 8.30am in the 
school hall.  Don't forget your cash! 

 

Father’s Day Stall 

A big “thankyou” to all our families who took part in our Father’s Day Stall.  The stall 
was a tremendous success! 

The students were so excited to purchase that “something special” for their loved 
one!  Dad’s you’ll have to wait until Sunday for your big surprise! 

A big “thankyou” to our valuable helpers who assisted the children with their 
purchases.  Your continued support is always appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

   Tuesday 7 September:    P&F Meeting—6.00pm—Staffroom 

   Friday 5 November:  Xmas Fair Twilight Markets 5pm-9pm 

                St Francis Xavier P & F Meeting 

         Tuesday 7 September, 2021 

      6.00pm ~ Staffroom 

       Ideas & input are much appreciated. 

      All school families are invited to attend. 

     Please mark date on your calendar! 



 


