
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Term 4 Week 3 
 

 
Dear Parents/Care Givers, 
 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER 
St Francis Xavier is the patron saint of our school. Francis was born in the Castle 
of Xavier, in the Kingdom of Navarre, on 7 April 1506 into an influential, wealthy 
and noble family. He was a scholar as well as a fine athlete. He left all wealth and 
nobility behind when he co-foundered the Society of Jesus or also known as the 
Jesuit order. 
He was often referred to as the “Apostle of the Indies” because of his missionary 
work in that part of the world.  St. Francis Xavier was one of the most prolific 
missionaries of Roman Catholic history. He was instrumental in the 
establishment of Christianity in India, the Malay Archipelago, and Japan. Modern 
scholars estimated that he baptized some 30,000 converts during his lifetime. 
He was chosen as our patron saint because, at the time the school was 
established, he was the saint who had travelled closest to Australia. St Francis 

had been to the Moluccas Islands, which are west of Papua New Guinea. 
When we look at our school history, we find our patron saint was a man who spent his life preaching to 
people around the world about the goodness of our God. 
We too are asked to spread God’s love to all through our school Mission Statement. 

 
At St Francis Xavier school we 

LEARN 
LOVE  

LIVE THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS OUR FAITH and 

CELEBRATE LIFE. 
 

World Mission Sunday is this weekend, Oct. 22-23, 2022.  The theme for this year is from the scriptural 
quote, “You shall be my witnesses.” (Acts 1:8). In selecting this theme, Pope Francis reminds the faithful 
that every baptized Christian is called to be a witness to Christ. 
 
If you are able, please join with us on Tuesday, 25th October to celebrate Mission Sunday and those who 
devote their lives to bringing the good news to all people. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
God Bless. 
Olivia 

 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES 2022 
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24 October  Diwali (Indian Festival of Light) – presentation at special 8:30am assembly 

House Captain speeches – 9:00am 

25 October  Year 3 excursion to the Sugar Shed 

   Mission’s mass at 8:45am with Fr Don 

   Mini Vinnies visit to Years 3 & 4 

   Cultural, MJR and Reef Guardian leaders announced 

28 October  World Teachers’ Day 

   Book list cutoff date 

   Swimming continues 

   Day for Daniel – awareness day, wear red    

1 November  All Saints’ Day 

   Melbourne Cup – children can wear a hat, fascinator, tie… 

2 November  All Souls’ Day  

3 November  2023 Prep transition session (9:00am – 10am) 

4 November  Swimming continues 

7 November  Safety Circus for Years 2 & 3 

10 November Prep transition session 

11 November Remembrance Day Liturgy – (time to be determined) 

Swimming continues 

15 November Final Board meeting 

   Johnathan Thurston’s visit  

16 November Seniors’ morning tea 

17 November Prep transition session 

18 November House Day 

   Swimming continues 

   Special Assembly to present past student Arabella Cole’s book. 

22 November SFX Awards Ceremony – 9:00am 

23 November Prep Information session – 6:00pm 

   Prep Book Pack pick up 

   Year 6 fun day out 

24 November Prep Orientation morning – 9:00am – 10:30am 

   Whole school transition morning 

   Year 6 Mercy and CMC Orientation 

25 November Year 6 end of Primary School celebration (evening – ) 

   Prep & year 1 wet day 

28 November Moving day for those teachers moving classes 

   Year 1 – 6 Book Pack pick up 

29 November Year 1 Christmas Play 

   Year 1 – 6 Book Pack pick up 

30 November Report Cards available on Parent Lounge at 4:00pm 

   SFX Christmas carols – 6:00pm 

   Year 1 – 6 Book Pack pick up 

   Moving day for those teachers moving classes 

1 December  End of year mass in the church at 9:00am 

2 December  Farewell to Year 6 and final assembly 11:30am in hall. 

   Children welcome to go home early. 

   LAST DAY OF 2022 SCHOOL YEAR 



  

 

WHAT WENT WELL 
 
In the welcome circle the students participate in a discussion 
about WWW (What Went Well).  During this time students 
have the opportunity to name and reflect on strengths that they 
have noticed or used over the course of the lesson.  This can 
be their strengths, strengths they noticed in others, or 

strengths they saw the teacher using.  The WWW can also be done first thing 
in the morning to allow the students an opportunity to reflect on the positives 
things that have occurred before they even arrived at school.  The WWW 
section is particularly important at the end of the school day to allow the student 
time for reflection on the positives from the school day.  
 
 

SAFETY IN THE PICKUP ZONE 
 

The safety of our staff and students is our greatest priority. We are well aware that 
our Pick-Up Zone creates some challenges for parents and staff alike. The fact that we 
are so close to a major road (Bridge Road) puts us in a very difficult situation and we 
are doing everything to ensure our students enter and leave the school premises in the 
safest possible way. 

 
What can you do as a parent to help? Please, please, please, use your family name card. This 
helps the teacher on the microphone to know immediately, which students to call out. Please 
ensure the sign is highly visible and not just left on the dashboard, as this often too low to be 
seen and/or, depending on the tinting levels in your car, unable to be seen.  
 
We have at least three teachers on duty in this area to supervise our students. We installed the Stop 
Drop Go signs to encourage parents not to hold up the line of cars waiting to drop students off at the 
school gate. We also installed a sign to ask cars to proceed left down Mackenzie St. instead of 
holding up traffic by trying to turn right.  
 
As with all these measures, if we do not all adhere to the rules, the system falls down. Most parents 
are busy in the afternoon and have many places to be after school. We ask you to PLEASE move along 
if one of our teachers tells you, your child/children is/are not yet in the Pickup Zone. If you do not move, 
you are holding up all the other parents and can cause anxiety and sometimes anger. Teachers on Pick 
up Zone duty are trying to keep all our students safe. We ask you to please treat them with 
respect and not argue with them when they ask you to move on.  
 
Our line marking and numbered bays are there to assist with moving the traffic through the Pickup Zone 
both safely and efficiently. Please ensure you move right to the top of each of the numbered spaces 
(particularly Bay No. 1) so we can have all 6 bays collecting students at the same time. Thank you 
for your cooperation in helping to keep our students safe.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  

BOOKLISTS ~ 2023 
Booklists will be handed out to students on Tuesday 11th October. Mackay School 

Supplies will open their shop and website on Wednesday 12th October. Book packs may 

be ordered online as per instructions outlined on the front page of the booklists. 

Purchasing book list requirements through the school, ensures that your child will have 

the correct items and material. If you wish to utilise this year’s book pack service, you 

may either order online or use the hard copy handed out to the students. All orders need 

to be placed by Friday 28th October. Years 1 – 6 Book Pack collection will be early in 

Week 9. Further details will be in the newsletter, later this term.  

 

2023 Prep Book Packs will be available on the Parent Information Night and Orientation Day. Further 

details on collection procedures will be outlined in a newsletter closer to the collection date. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What to do with the list… 

If you choose to order on-line the following instructions will guide you through the process.  

1) Enter https://mackayschoolsupplies.com.au/ into a web search engine (Google Chrome is the best platform) 
2) Scroll and select St Francis Xavier 
3) This will bring up all the booklists for each year level. Click on the appropriate Year level for 2020 
4) Select the items you wish to order. Please note: items from home/previous years are also noted on the 

list.  
5) You will need to ZERO any items that you DON’T wish to purchase. If you wish to purchase extras these are 

on a separate list, you will find them if you scroll down further. 
6) Proceed to checkout - payment methods include Visa or MasterCard. 

If you choose to use the traditional paper method, a collection box in the office will be available.  

 Please select the items you wish to purchase. 
 Please complete your order form carefully and keep a copy 

as a record of what you have ordered. 
 Unless indicated, please ensure your child’s name is clearly 

marked on all items. 
 Payment methods include cash, cheques made payable to 

Mackay School Supplies, Visa or MasterCard. 

 IF PAYING CASH PLEASE ENSURE EXACT MONEY IS 
ENCLOSED, NO CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN 

 
Class Placements 2023 
It is that time of the year where we once again begin the process of formulating our class lists for next year. Our 
process is a very thorough one and our decisions for placing children in certain classes are not made lightly.  When 
allocating children, the following factors are considered. 

· male to female ratio 
· friendships 
· academic achievements 
· behaviour 
· special needs 
· even class sizes 

I invite parents to write to me expressing any factors or considerations that you believe may help in the planning of 
the classes for your child. As such, I would ask for this input to be made over the next week so that all details are in 
by Friday, 4 November.  Please note that this information forms only one part of our process and I cannot guarantee 
that every request can be met.  
It is our professional responsibility to place the children where we believe their educational needs can be best met.  
I would also ask that parents not nominate specific teachers as our staffing (i.e., teacher placements) can, and will 
change from the current year levels.  All class placement details need to be either emailed to me or sent to our office 
in written form addressed to me. Thank you for your assistance with this important matter. 
 

 

https://mackayschoolsupplies.com.au/


  

Tuckshop Volunteers 
We continue to struggle to find enough volunteers for our Tuckshop days.  Thursday and Friday are 
two of our busiest times.  If you are able to give a couple of hours and are not sure how or who to 
contact, just call or email Fiona our wonderful convenor, on the following… 
School number and you will be put through – 49511861 or her email – 
fiona_horsfall@rok.catholic.edu.au  

  
Term 4 Week 2 Awardees 
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